
Morning Gathering & Vespers for Sunday, April 19 

Welcome 

6:30PM ONLY: Candle Lighting: The Phos Hilaron  
	 O gracious Light, pure brightness of the everliving God in heaven,

	 O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!

	 Now as we come to the setting of the sun 

	 And our eyes behold the vesper light,

	 We sing your praises, O God, Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit.

	 You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,

	 O Word of God, O Giver of Life, 

	 And to be glorified through all the worlds. 


Opening Acclamation 
Presider 	Alleluia! Christ is risen!

People 	 The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
Presider  God of glory, by the raising of your Son you have broken the chains of death and 
hell; fill your Church with faith and hope; for a new day has dawned and the way to life 
stands open in our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 	  

Hymn #194 (verses 1 - 3) 
Jesus lives! thy terrors now can, O Death, no more appall us; 
Jesus lives! by this we know thou, O Grave, canst not enthrall us. Hallelujah! 
Jesus lives! for us He died; then alone to Jesus living, 
Pure in heart may we abide, glory to our Savior giving. Hallelujah! 

Jesus lives! our hearts know well naught from us His love shall sever; 
Life, nor death, nor powers of hell tear us from His keeping ever. Hallelujah! 

Psalm 16 
Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; * 

I have said, “You are my Sovereign, my good above all other.” 
All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, * 

upon those who are noble among the people. 
But those who run after other gods * 

shall have their troubles multiplied. 
Their libations of blood I will not offer, * 

nor take the names of their gods upon my lips. 
O God, you are my portion and my cup; * 

it is you who uphold my lot. 
My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; * 

indeed, I have a goodly heritage. 
I will bless you, O God, who gives me counsel; * 

my heart teaches me, night after night. 



I have set you always before me; * 
because you are at my right hand I shall not fall. 

My heart, therefore, is glad and my spirit rejoices; * 
my body also shall rest in hope. 

For you will not abandon me to the grave, * 
nor let your faithful one see the Pit. 

You will show me the path of life; * 
in your presence there is fullness of joy, 
and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore. 

Gospel Reading: John 20:19-31 
Reader	 A reading from the Gospel according to John.  
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, "Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 
Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be 
with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, 
"Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails 
and my hand in his side, I will not believe."

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." Then 
he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it 
in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus 
said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet have come to believe."

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 	 Thanks be to God.  

Homily & Response 

Prayers  
Leader	 	 	 	 	 	 People 
Show us your mercy, O God, 	 	 	 And grant us your salvation. 
Clothe your ministers with righteousness;	 Let your people sing with joy. 
Give peace, O God, in all the world;	 	 For only in you can we live in safety. 
God, keep this nation under your care,	 And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
Let your way be known upon earth,	 	 Your saving health among all nations. 
Let not the needy, O God, be forgotten,	 Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
Create in us clean hearts, O God,	 	 And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 


Open Prayer  



The Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn #178 (verses 1 - 3) 
Refrain: Alleluia, Alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord, 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to His name. 

1. Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 
He is the King of creation.  Refrain 
2. Spread the good news o’er all the earth. 
Jesus has died and has risen.  Refrain 
3. We have been crucified with Christ. 
Now we shall live forever.  Refrain 

Closing Prayers & Blessing 
9AM: 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well- beloved Son that when two 
or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O 
Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of 
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.  

6:30PM: 

Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all just works: Give to 
us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds may be fixed 
on the doing of your will, and that we, being delivered from the fear of all enemies, may live 
in peace and quietness; through the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your 
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless 
the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love's 
sake. Amen.  

Easter Troparion (Sung)  
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those in the 
tombs bestowing life!  

Coffee Hour  


