Moming Gathering & Vespers for Sunday, April 26

Welcome

6:30PM ONLY: Candle Lighting: The Phos Hilaron

O gracious Light, pure brightness of the everliving God in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!

Now as we come to the setting of the sun

And our eyes behold the vesper light,

We sing your praises, O God, Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit.

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,

O Word of God, O Giver of Life,

And to be glorified through all the worlds.

Opening Acclamation

Presider Alleluia! Christ is risen!

People The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Presider God of glory, by the raising of your Son you have broken the chains of death and
hell; fill your Church with faith and hope; for a new day has dawned and the way to life
stands open in our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hymn #2I3

1 Come away to the skies, my beloved, arise,
and rejoice in the day thou wast born.

On this festival day, come exulting away,
and with singing to Zion return.

2 Now with singing and praise, let us spend all the days,
by our heavenly Father bestowed,

while his grace we receive from his bounty, and live

to the honour and glory of God.

3 For the glory we were first created to share,
both the nature and kingdom divine!

Now created again that our lives may remain,
throughout time and eternity thine.

4 We with thanks do approve the design of that love
which hath joined us to Jesus' name;

so united in heart, let us nevermore part,

till we meet at the feast of the Lamb.

5 Hallelujah we sing to the heaven's high King,
and his rapturous praises repeat:

to the Lamb that was slain, hallelujah again,
sing, all heaven, and fall at his feet.



Psalm [16:1-7, 16-19
I love you, O God, because you have heard the voice of my supplication, *
because you have inclined your ear to me whenever | called upon you.

The cords of death entangled me; the grip of the grave took hold of me; *
| came to grief and sorrow.

Then | called upon your holy Name: *
“0O God, | pray you, save my life.”

Gracious are you and righteous; *
you are full of compassion.

You watch over the innocent; *
| was brought very low, and you helped me.

Turn again to your rest, O my soul, *
for God has treated you well.

For you, O God, have rescued my life from death, *
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling.

O God, | am your servant; *
| am your servant and the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds.

| will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving *
and call upon your holy Name.

I will fulfill my vows to you *
in the presence of all your people,

In the courts of God’s house, *
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Alleluia!

Gospel Reading: Luke 24:(3-35

Reader  Areading from the Gospel according to Luke.

Now on that same day two of Jesus' disciples were going to a village called Emmaus, about
seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had
happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with
them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, “What are you
discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one of
them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who
does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” He asked them, “What
things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in
deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed
him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one
to redeem lIsrael. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took
place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this
morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had
indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us
went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.” Then he
said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets
have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then



enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them
the things about himself in all the scriptures.

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going
on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the
day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them,
he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and
they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our
hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the
scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the
eleven and their companions gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen
indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road, and
how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. = Thanks be to God.

Homily & Response

Prayers

Leader People

Show us your mercy, O God, And grant us your salvation.

Clothe your ministers with righteousness; Let your people sing with joy.

Give peace, O God, in all the world; For only in you can we live in safety.

God, keep this nation under your care, And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Let your way be known upon earth, Your saving health among all nations.

Let not the needy, O God, be forgotten, Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Create in us clean hearts, O God, And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

Open Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

Hymn #178 (verses | - 3)

1 For the beauty of the earth, for the beauty of the skies,
for the love which from our birth over and around us lies.
Refrain:  Christ our God, to thee we raise

this our hymn of grateful praise.

2 For the beauty of each hour of the day and of the night,
hill and vale, and tree and flower, sun and moon and stars of light... Refrain

3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind's delight,
for the mystic harmony linking sense to sound and sight... (Refrain)

4 For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child,
friends on earth, and friends above, for all gentle thoughts and mild... (Refrain)



Closing Prayers & Blessing

9AM:

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well- beloved Son that when two
or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O
Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

6:30PM:

Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all just works: Give to
us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds may be fixed
on the doing of your will, and that we, being delivered from the fear of all enemies, may live
in peace and quietness; through the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless
the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love's
sake. Amen.

Blessing (I Peter 5:7-1)

Cast all your worries upon God, because God cares about you. Be clearheaded. Keep alert.
Your adversary the Devil prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist
him, standing firm in the faith. Do so in the knowledge that your fellow believers are enduring
the same suffering throughout the world. After you have suffered for a little while, the God of
all grace, the One who called you into his eternal glory in Christ Jesus, will mend, confirm,
strengthen, and establish you. To God be power forever and always. Amen.

Easter Troparion (Sung)
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death,
and upon those in the tombs bestowing life!

Coffee Hour



