
The Great Vigil of Easter 
April 11, 2020 

Words of Welcome 

The Lighting of the Paschal Fire 

The Congregation is invited to light their own candles, using this Blessing 
for Fire written by Francis of Assisi: 

Praised be You, O God, through Brother Fire,
through whom You light the night;
for he is beautiful and playful and robust and strong.

After the lighting of the Paschal candle, the Deacon will chant, 
The Light of Christ.
The Congregation responds, Thanks be to God. 

The Exsultet  
The Exsultet is an ancient hymn of the church, traditionally chanted by a 
deacon following the lighting of the Paschal Candle and before the Vigil 
readings. It calls the whole church to join in praising God for this new light 
and the dawn of grace which it symbolizes; and describes the holiness of 
this night. 

During the first part, the People’s response is, “Rejoice, be glad and 
sing, people of God!”

During the second part, the People’s response is, “This is the 
night!” 

Please make yourself comfortable for a time of sharing holy stories and song. 



The Liturgy of the Word 
Celebrant Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how God saved 

God’s people in ages past; and let us pray that our God will bring each of us 
to the fullness of redemption.

The Story of Creation: “Big Momma Makes the World”  
Text by Phyllis Root, art by Helen Oxenbury; read by Evelyn Gildrie-Voyles

Sung Response          Hymnal #405, verses 3 & 4

Refrain:    
 All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small,  
 All things wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all. 
3.  The cold wind in the winter, the pleasant summer sun, 
 the ripe fruits in the garden, God made them, every one.   
4.  God gave us eyes to see them, and lips that we might tell 
 how great is God Almighty, who has made all things well.  

The First Collect  
Celebrant Let us pray that we may see God’s image restored.   (Silence) 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of our salvation. 
Your love cannot be contained and overflows in the wonder of creation. 
You formed the universe out of nothing 
and moulded us from the clay of the earth.
You made us and all Creation free, 
to change and grow in diversity and complexity. 
The whole created order sings of your marvelous deeds, 
O Lord, our maker and redeemer.  Amen. 
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The Flood (selected verses, Genesis chapters 7 & 8)  
Read by Celia Fine; art by Peter Spier

Sung Response  
The Lord said to Noah, There’s going to be a floody, floody 
The Lord said to Noah, There’s going to be a floody, floody
Get those children out of the muddy, muddy! 
Children of the Lord.

Well Noah he built him, he built him an Arky Arky 
Well Noah he built him, he built him an Arky Arky
Build it out of hickory barky, barky,
Children of the Lord.

It rained and rained for forty daysies, daysies
Rained and rained for forty daysies, daysies;
Nearly drove those animals crazy, crazies!
Children of the Lord.

The sun came out and it dried up the landy, landy
The sun came out and it dried up the landy, landy
Everything was fine and dandy, dandy!
Children of the Lord.

So rise and shine and give God the glory, glory 
Rise and shine and give God the glory, glory
Rise and shine and give God the glory, glory!
Children of the Lord.
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The Second Collect  
Celebrant
Let us pray that God will wash away all that corrupts and harms creation, and 
restore in us the beauty for which we were made. (Silence)

Blessed are you, Lord, God of our salvation. 
Noah and his family risked ridicule for your sake 
yet their obedience brought them blessing.
They endured long months of isolation, 
Knowing that in time you would bring them forth to new life. 
Flood our world with the tide of your love and justice, 
O Lord, our maker and redeemer. 
All Amen. 

Israel’s Deliverance at the Red Sea (Exodus 14:10—15:1) 
Read by Adam McCluskey

Sung Response  
When Israel was in Egypt's land, let my people go;
oppressed so hard they could not stand, let my people go.

Refrain: Go down, Moses, way down in Egypt's land;
tell old Pharaoh to let my people go.

The Lord told Moses what to do, let my people go;
to lead the children of Israel through, let my people go. 

Refrain

Oh, let us all from bondage flee, let my people go;
and let us all in Christ be free, let my people go. 

Refrain
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The Third Collect  
Celebrant Let us pray that God will liberate us and all God’s children from all 

that binds and burdens us. (Silence) 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of our salvation. 
With the dawning of their deliverance your people ate the feast of freedom. 
As Christ our Passover Lamb gives hope to the hopeless and frees those in 
bondage, establish among us the justice for which your heart yearns, O Holy 
One, our maker and redeemer.  Amen. 

The prophet Ezekiel sees a vision of resurrection (Ezekiel 37) 
Read by Fr. John Rasmus

Sung Response: “Our Tears Falling Down”- MIRANDA or DEANNA lead?  

The Fourth Collect  
Celebrant  Let us pray that God will breathe new life into our weariness and 
yearning.    (Silence) 

Blessed are you, Lord God of our salvation.  You bring forth life from the 
valley of death. When hope is lost and our dry bones are scattered in shame, 
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speak your word to your broken people, that we may stand confidently 
before you; and breathe your Spirit into us that we might live, O Lord, our 
maker and redeemer.  Amen.

The Holy Saturday Sermon of St. Euthemius the Great 
Read by Fr. Tom McAlpine and Kate Larson

The Paschal Shout 

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is risen!
People The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The people raise a great and joyful noise with bells and noisemakers!

Easter Troparion 
Sung three times, starting quietly, building each time

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you 
Celebrant Let us pray: 
All O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of 

the Lord’s resurrection: Stir up in your Church that Spirit of 
adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed 
in both body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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Sung Alleluias 

The Gospel: Luke 24:1-12 
Deacon A reading from the gospel according to Luke.
All Glory to you Lord Christ.
On the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices that 
they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went 
in, they did not find the body. While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men 
in dazzling clothes stood beside them. The women were terrified and bowed their faces 
to the ground, but the men said to them, "Why do you look for the living among the 
dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in 
Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the 
third day rise again.” Then they remembered his words, and returning from the tomb, 
they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, 
Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the 
apostles. But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 
But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by 
themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened.
Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Homily & Prayer 

Song: “Now the Green Blade Riseth”  

1 Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain,
Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
Love lives again, that with the dead has been:
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.
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2 In the grave they laid Him, Love whom Hate had slain,
Thinking that never he would awake again,
Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.

3 Forth He came at Easter, like the risen grain,
He that for three days in the grave had lain;
Quick from the dead our risen Lord is seen:
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.

4 When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
Thy touch can call us back to life again,
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.

The Epistle: Romans 6:3 - 5, 9 - 11 Read by Peter Hewson

Reader A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.
Don’t you know that all who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death? Therefore, we were buried together with him through baptism 
into his death, so that just as Christ was raised from the dead through the 
glory of the Father, we too can walk in newness of life.  If we were united 
together in a death like his, we will also be united together in a resurrection 
like his.  We know that Christ has been raised from the dead and he will 
never die again. Death no longer has power over him. He died to sin once 
and for all with his death, but he lives for God with his life. In the same way, 
you also should consider yourselves dead to sin but alive for God in Christ 
Jesus.
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
All Thanks be to God.

Renewal of Baptismal Vows 
Celebrant Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ 

by Baptism into his death, and raised with him to newness of life. I call 
upon you, therefore, now that our Lenten observance is ended, to 
renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we 
once renounced Satan and all his works, and promised to serve God
faithfully in God’s holy catholic church. 
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Blessing of Water  
The Congregation is invited to bless God over their bowls of water, using 
this Blessing written by Francis of Assisi: 

Praised be You, O God, through Sister Water, 
for she is useful, humble, precious, and pure. 

The Baptismal Covenant 
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father?
People I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.
Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread, and in the prayers?

People I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil,  and, whenever you fall into sin, repent 

and return to the Lord?
People I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
People I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons,  

loving your neighbor as yourself?
People I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, 

and respect the dignity of every human being?
People I will, with God’s help.
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Celebrant O God of our ancestors,  Ancient of Days, we thank you that by water and 
the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon us your servants the forgiveness of 
sin, and have raised us to the new life of grace. Sustain us, O Lord, in your 
Holy Spirit. Give us inquiring and discerning hearts; the courage to will and 
to persevere; a spirit to know and to love you; and the gift of joy and 
wonder in all your works. Amen. 

The Congregation is invited to mark their own or one another’s foreheads 
with water in the sign of the cross, as a remembrance of baptism - or in 
anticipation of baptism, for those yet to be baptized. 

Song: Wondrous Love (Easter Verses) 

What wondrous love is this, O my Lord, O my Lord,
What wondrous love is this, O my Lord.
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss
To lay aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 
To lay aside his crown for my soul? 

The God who raised my Lord will raise me, will raise me, The 
God who raised my Lord will raise me; 
The God who raised my Lord, who spoke the living word Will 
shout into my tomb and raise me, and raise me,  
Will shout into my tomb and raise me.  

Up from the holy flood, I will rise, I will rise, 
Up from the holy flood, I will rise; 
Up from the holy flood, the water and the blood, To praise 
the living God, I will rise, I will rise, 
To praise the living God, I will rise.  

Invitation to the Easter Feast 

Dismissal: The Paschal Homily of St. John Chrysostom (short version) 
The Leader and People read responsively, with the People reading the bold type.

Leader Let us no more fear dying; the death of our Savior has freed us from fear.
People Death played the master, but Jesus has mastered death.
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Leader Death was angered, for it was defeated. 
People Death was angered, for it was mocked.

Death was angered, for it was abolished. 
Death was angered, for it was bound in chains.
Death swallowed a body and met God face to face.
Death was angered, for it was overthrown. 
O Death, where is your sting? 
O Grave, where is your victory?
Christ is risen and you are overthrown. 
Christ is risen and Evil has fallen.
Christ is risen and the angels rejoice. 
Christ is risen and life reigns.
Christ is risen indeed from the dead, the fi rst fruits of all
who had fallen asleep. 
Christ is risen and not one person remains in the tomb.
Glory and power to Jesus Christ for ever and ever! Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
Thanks be to God! Alleluia, alleluia! 

Easter Troparion 
Sung three times, starting quietly, building each time

Liturgical Ministers 
Celebrant: The Rev. Miranda Hassett Deacon: The Rev. Laura Norby
We thank the many Readers and Musicians who make our Holy Week worship possible and 
beautiful, this year and every year! 
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