
THE STORY OF JOSEPH, DAY 3 

Watch the video here!

vimeo.com/443843564 

Things to Know 
This is Genesis 41 and 47, if you want to look at it in a Bible. 


What is a famine? Famine means an extreme shortage of food. It can be caused 
by lots of things. In this story, it’s caused by the crops failing.  When people 
depend directly on agriculture, things can go wrong. We are somewhat insulated 
from that because our groceries come from all over the world. But still today, too 
little rain or too much rain or a disease in the crops is disastrous for people who 
are growing it. 


Here’s a site with more information about drought, for kids who want to learn 
more:

https://drought.unl.edu/Education/DroughtforKids/DroughtEffects.aspx


https://drought.unl.edu/Education/DroughtforKids/DroughtEffects.aspx


When the Egyptians have to sell their land to Pharaoh to survive, do you think 
that was a big deal, or no big deal? …  (Picture: Ancient Egyptian farmer plowing 
his field.)


Land ownership was really important for the Israelites - the people who 
descend from Israel and his children. Much later, when they set up their own 
nation as God’s people, every lineage and family has their own land, that is 
supposed to be theirs forever. Even if they really get in financial trouble and lose 
their land, it’s supposed to come back to them in a Jubilee Year:


Leviticus 25: “You shall hallow the fiftieth year and you shall proclaim liberty 
throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you: you shall 
return, every one of you, to your property and every one of you to your family…. 
In this year of jubilee you shall return, every one of you, to your property.”


Let’s watch a story that might tell us something else about how the Israelites felt 
about land ownership. It’s from much later in the Bible… 




www.youtube.com/watch?v=xqyNQCVYlUE

(3.5 min)


Are we supposed to think that Ahab is a GOOD king or a BAD king?

What did Ahab do that made him a bad king in this story?…


We should probably assume that for the first audience for this story, the people 
having to give up their land to Pharaoh was a big deal. (Even though they were 
Egyptians, not Israelites!)


Talking about the story… 

What do you think about Joseph in THIS chapter of the story? 


What do you think the STORY thinks about Joseph, in this part of the story?… 


God gives Joseph this gift of dream interpretation. It’s what we sometimes call a 
charism - a holy gift given for a purpose. 

Do you think Joseph is using it the way God wants him to? 


What else did you notice?


What was your favorite part? 


How We Read the Bible & Response Activity: Postcards…  
The theologian Karl Barth once said that preachers should preach with with the 
newspaper in one hand and the Bible in the other. He was pointing out that 
sometimes things in the Bible remind us of things that are happening in the 
world today, or the other way around - and the Bible might help us think about 
how God is at work in the world today and how we should respond as people of 
faith. 


Things like the famine in the story still happen now. In Honduras, in South 
America, there have been several years of drought - partly caused by global 
climate change. In a drought, people’s crops fail and they can’t grow enough to 
make money to farm again next year, and feed their families. People with small 
farms in the countryside and villages are more and more likely to lose their land. 
Because they’d rather sell their land than have their family starve, but once they 
sell their land they don’t have a good way to feed their family in the future. It’s a 
bad situation. 


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xqyNQCVYlUE


So who wins, in a situation like that?…

(Whoever’s in a position to buy the land, and maybe hire the farmers back for 
not very much money!) 


Who do you think should help?

What if there is corruption, which means that the government - the people in 
charge - also have a way to get rich or get more power from the farmers’ 
struggle? 


Let’s talk about the example from the story. God gave Pharaoh and Joseph a 
message about the future - that there would be some good years but then some 
really bad years, when a lot of people could starve. 


Could Joseph have used the message about the famine in a different way?

What about Pharaoh? 


What do you think the peasants would have suggested Joseph should do?

Should the peasants maybe have gotten to be part of the planning? 


What values or hopes would you want Pharaoh/Joseph to hold, as they figure 
out how to plan for the crisis that’s coming?… 


One thing we might notice in this story - and the stories that came before it - is 
that things come back around. Choices have consequences for future 
generations. We are close to the end of the book of Genesis; let’s take a teeny 
look at the beginning of the book of Exodus… 


Exodus 1 
Then Joseph died, and all his brothers, and that whole generation.  
But the Israelites had many children; they prospered and filled the whole land.  
Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. He said to his 
people, ‘Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than 
we are. Come, let’s be smart and deal with them. Therefore they set taskmasters 
over them to oppress them with forced work.  

Who became enslaved in today’s chapter of the Joseph story?….

Who becomes enslaved here?…

Hmm. Let’s just notice that, for now! 


Turning back to people today like those farmers in Honduras who are struggling 
with famine…. We try to care for the earth in lots of ways. And our church does 



too. But a big thing we can do that we might not always think about, is ask our 
leaders to make right decisions about helping and protecting the environment 
and people who affected by environmental changes and crises. 


So if you have postcards from your Bible Box or that you just have around your 
home, you are invited to write a postcard to your senators right now. (Addresess 
for their Madison offices below.) The message can just be, “Please care for the 
earth and help protect people from natural disasters!” Or you can say more or 
something more specific if you want. 


Sen. Tammy Baldwin  
30 West Mifflin St., 

       Suite 700

Madison, WI  53705


Sen. Ron Johnson 
5315 Wall St.

       Suite 110

Madison, WI  53718


If you don’t have postcards or if you want to make contact in other ways, there’s 
usually a contact form on the senator’s website, or you can call their office and 
talk to someone or leave a message. 


You could also discuss making a family donation to ERD, which helps people 
adjust to climate change. You can read about that here: 

https://www.episcopalrelief.org/what-we-do/priorities/climate/

Any gift helps! 


https://www.episcopalrelief.org/what-we-do/priorities/climate/

