
THE STORY OF JOSEPH, DAY 5 

Watch the video! 

vimeo.com/445609598


Talking about the story 

What was your favorite part? 

- Of this chapter?

- Of the WHOLE story? 


Remember the motif/pattern from session 2?  (Older/younger brother issues…) 
Did it pop up again today?… 


Do you think Joseph changed? 

(There’s a lot of crying in this part of the story!…) 


Things to Know: Did This Happen?  
Genesis says that the Israelites or the Hebrews (different names for the same 
people) lived in Egypt for a few generations. 

What does archaeology say about that?




This is the Ibscha Relief, from ancient Egypt. It shows some traders from the 
land of Canaan, from around 2000 BCE. 

- Women and men

- Stripy garments, men have beards (unlike Egyptians) 

These could have been Israelites (who lived in Canaan at the time). 


(more info here: https://www.sas.upenn.edu/~jtigay/nelc150slides/slide1.html ) 


Among the historical records we have from ancient Egypt, there is no account of 
Joseph, or of the Israelites being enslaved and Moses leading them to freedom. 
But that doesn’t mean it didn’t happen!  
There are elements in the story that show real contact with Egypt - the familiarity 
with Pharaoh’s court, Egyptian names, etc. 

And Egypt was the greatest civilization in this part of the world for a long time.

Who knows how old the United States is? ….

Who knows how long ago Jesus lived?…

THIS is how long ancient Egypt was one of the greatest powers in the world: 
3000 YEARS. 


https://www.sas.upenn.edu/~jtigay/nelc150slides/slide1.html


Egyptians weren’t very interested in neighboring peoples. And they had LOTS of 
foreigners working as slaves and laborers, over all that time. 


There ARE ancient records of big famines and droughts. But it’s not clear if any 
of them were the one that’s in this story.


So: It’s possible that something like these events really happened and were a 
BIG DEAL for the Israelites - and just weren’t that big a deal for the Egyptians. 


How We Read the Bible - Where Are You in this Story? 
This is one of the questions we ask when we tell Godly Play stories, and it’s a 
good question for reflecting on any Scripture story. 

- Did you feel a connection with one of the characters? Who, and why?

- Did you feel any connection with Joseph, the main character? 

- What did you like or appreciate about Joseph? Were there things you don’t 

like about him? 


A reflection from Rev. Miranda…  
When we finished recording the videos, one of the actors asked, “Why is Joseph 
a hero?!?” It’s an interesting question! I think we expect stories to have heroes. 
But the Bible doesn’t say Joseph is a hero. He’s just a person who is part of 
God’s story. Maybe the hero is God, who can do great things through pretty 
imperfect people. 

We might also find that we understand Joseph better at different times in our 
lives. That’s why it’s good to re-read these stories now and then. This one will 
come around again in three years in our church calendar - I wonder how we will 
hear it then? 


How We Read The Bible: Where is God in this story? Or, how is this story 
part of the bigger picture - the big story of God’s relationship with human 
beings?  

We are at the end of the book of Genesis - the first book of the holy history that 
Christians and Jews share. A lot of Genesis has been a story about four 
generations of a family, starting with Abraham and Sarah, whom God has called 
to a new way of life. God asks them to follow God’s ways, and God will be their 
God and watch over them and guide them. 

But the point of that covenant, that special relationship with God, isn’t just for 
good things to happen to that family. God wants to use this family, which gets 
bigger and becomes a people, to bless the whole world. 




What is a blessing?

What does it mean to be blessed? 


BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING… 

Genesis 12:2 - 3 - God tells Abraham: “I will bless you, and make your name 
great, so that you will be a blessing…. and in you all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed.”


Genesis 28:14 - God tells Jacob/Israel: “All the families of the earth shall be 
blessed in you and in your offspring.”


Isaiah 49:6 - God speaks through the prophet Isaiah to tell God’s people Israel: 
“I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end 
of the earth.” 


Matthew 5:14 - Jesus tells the crowd who wants to follow him: “‘You are the 
light of the world.” 


God calls people and sets people apart so that they will be a blessing to 
others.  

How is Joseph blessed to be a blessing? …. 


Remember Joseph’s dreams from chapter 1 (Genesis 37). Are they fulfilled?

Do they mean what he and his family thought they meant at the time?


MAYBE some of the ways Joseph and his family are “blessed to be a blessing” 
aren’t clear when you look at this part of the story by itself. 


WATCH: “Zoom” 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kgi-RCEjOLw


The Joseph story is a pretty big story. But it’s still just a small part of a much 
bigger story, the story of God’s relationship with God’s people.

When we zoom out, and out, and out, we might notice different things. This 
story might look different.

The question of how God’s people are blessed to be a blessing is one we can 
keep asking, in that story and in ALL the stories of the Bible. 

 

WHAT’S NEXT?...  
Exodus chapter 1 (read it here: https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=464332231 ) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kgi-RCEjOLw
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=464332231


Plan to watch “Prince of Egypt,” an animated movie based on the first part of 
the book of Exodus. It is available for rent on YouTube for $4. 

- Notice how Joseph and Moses are similar and different.

- Are there threads that you can follow from Genesis into Exodus? 


BRAINSTORMING ACTIVITY 
WE are also God’s people, called and set apart to be a blessing! 


What are some ways we can be blessings to other people? As individuals, as a 
household, as a church? … 


We know there are always more ways we can bless our neighbors - and a lot of 
people are struggling right now. 

How could we (our household or our church) be a blessing to… 


- People who are worried about being able to pay their rent? 

- Families who have to work while kids go to school online? 

- People who are crying out for our city and our schools and our state to be 

more fair for everybody? 

- People who are really lonely or anxious or sad during this hard time? 


If you have ideas, send them to Rev. Miranda (revmiranda@stdunstans.com) for 
our Brainstorming List! “Brainstorming” means making a big list of lots of ideas. 
Then we might pick a few that seem most important and most do-able, to try 
and do. 


Thanks for sharing our Summer 2020 Vacation Bible School!! 

mailto:revmiranda@stdunstans.com

