
The Rite of Confirmation 
September 20, 2020, 1pm 
St. Dunstan’s Church, Madison, WI 

Opening Acclamation & Collect of the Day 
 
Bishop  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People    And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
Bishop There is one Body and one Spirit; 
People There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
Bishop One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People One God and Father of all. 
Bishop The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Bishop Let us pray. Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love 
things heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among things that are passing away, 
to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Epistle: Philippians 1:21-30  
Reader  A reading from the letter to the church in Philippi.  
To me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful 
labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my 
desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is 
more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and 
continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share 
abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 
Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come 
and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in 
one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no 
way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but 
of your salvation. And this is God's doing. For he has graciously granted you the 
privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well-- since you are 
having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
The word of the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
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The Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16 
Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual 
daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw 
others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the 
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again 
about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out 
and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle 
all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go 
into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, 
‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the 
first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily 
wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of 
them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled 
against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made 
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he 
replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for 
the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the 
same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? 
Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be 
last.”   
The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Homily                 The Rt. Rev. Steven A. Miller 

The Presentation and Examination of the Candidates 

The Bishop says, 
The Candidates will now be presented. 

Rev. Miranda will invite each Candidate’s presenters to present them in turn.  

Linus’s parents, godparents and sponsor will say,  
Presenters I present Linus Daniel Ballard for Confirmation. 
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Simon’s parents, godparents and sponsor will say,  
Presenters I present Simon J Gildrie-Voyles for Confirmation. 

Griffin’s parents, godparents and sponsor will say,  
Presenters I present Griffin James Hassett for Confirmation. 

Anselm’s parents, godparents and sponsor will say,  
Presenters I present Anselm Lewis Neville-Rhody for Confirmation. 

Ian’s parents, godparents and sponsor will say,  
Presenters I present Ian Landis Schroeder for Confirmation. 

When all the Candidates have been presented, the Bishop asks the candidates, 
Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil? 

Candidates  I do. 

Bishop 
Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 

Candidates   I do, and with God’s grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord. 

After all have been presented, the Bishop addresses the congregation, saying 
Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their 
life in Christ? 

People We will!  

Bishop Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our 
own baptismal covenant. 

The Baptismal Covenant 

Bishop Do you believe in God the Father? 
People I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 

Bishop Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
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  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
     and born of the Virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 
     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Bishop Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic Church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. 

Bishop Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of  
 bread, and in the prayers? 
People I will, with God’s help. 

Bishop Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and 
 return to the Lord? 
People I will, with God’s help. 

Bishop Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People I will, with God’s help. 

Bishop Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself ? 
People I will, with God’s help. 

Bishop Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of  
 every human being? 
People I will, with God’s help. 

4



Prayers for the Candidates 

The Bishop then says to the congregation 
Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their commitment to Christ. 

Leader  Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People   Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  Fill them with your holy and lifegiving Spirit. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  Teach them to love and help others in the power of the Spirit. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

A period of silence follows. 

Then the Bishop says, 
Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 
you have overcome sin and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of your Holy 
Spirit you have bound us to your service. Renew in these your servants the covenant you 
made with them at their Baptism. Send them forth in the power of that Spirit to 
perform the service you set before them; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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The Confirmation 
The Bishop lays hands upon each one and says: 
Defend, O Lord, your servant N. with your heavenly grace, that he may continue yours 
forever, and daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and more, until he comes to your 
everlasting kingdom. Amen.  

The Bishop concludes with this prayer: 
Almighty and everliving God, let your fatherly hand ever be over these your servants; let 
your Holy Spirit ever be with them; and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience 
of your Word, that they may serve you in this life, and dwell with you in the life to come; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Bishop The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

Bishop  As our savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
All Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
  hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in Heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom,  
  and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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The General Thanksgiving  
All Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
 we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
 for all your goodness and lovingkindness 
 to us and to all whom you have made. 
 We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
 and all the blessings of this life; 
 but above all for your immeasurable love 
 in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
 And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
 that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
 not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
 by giving up our selves to your service, 
 and by walking before you  
 in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

The Bishop blesses the people.  

The Dismissal              
The people respond, Thanks be to God!  

CONFIRMANDS 

Linus Daniel Ballard 
Simon J Gildrie-Voyles 
Griffin James Hassett 

Anselm Lewis Neville-Rhody 
Ian Landis Schroeder 
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