
Worship Gathering for Sunday, October 11, 2020 

Welcome & Silence 

9AM: Gathering Hymn: “Christ, whose glory fills the skies”                          Hymn #7 

1 Christ, whose glory fills the skies, 
Christ, the true, the only Light, 
Sun of Righteousness, arise, 
triumph o'er the shades of night; 
Dayspring from on high, be near; 
Daystar, in my heart appear. 

2 Dark and cheerless is the morn 
unaccompanied by thee; 
joyless is the day's return 
'til thy mercy's beams I see; 
'til they inward light impart, 
glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 

3 Visit, then, this soul of mine; 
pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 
fill me, Radiancy divine; 
scatter all my unbelief; 
more and more thyself display, 
shining to the perfect day. 

Opening Verse, Confession & Absolution 
Officiant 	 Sow for yourselves righteousness; reap steadfast love; break up your fallow 

ground; for it is time to seek the Lord, that God may come and rain 
righteousness upon us. Amen. 	 	 	 	 	  (Hosea 10:12) 


	 	 Let us examine our lives in the presence of God, humbly confessing our sins and 
opening our hearts. I invite you to bow your head, or take some other posture of 
humility before God. 


	 	 A brief silence for reflection follows.   
Officiant God the Creator and Source, Lord of creation,

People have mercy upon us.

Officiant	 God the Incarnate Word, through whom all things were made,

People have mercy upon us.

Officiant	 God the Holy Spirit, who renews the face of the earth,

People have mercy upon us.

Officiant	 Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, creating and saving God,

People have mercy upon us. 

The Priest pronounces absolution.  



9AM: Song of Praise - October                Robert Lowry (1826-1899) 

1. My life flows on in endless song; above earth’s lamentations, 
I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new creation. 
No storm can shake my inmost calm  
while to that Rock I’m clinging; 
Since Christ is Lord of heav’n and earth,  
how can I keep from singing?  

2. Through all the tumult and the strife,  
I hear the music ringing; 
It finds an echo in my soul.  
How can I keep from singing?  
No storm can shake my inmost calm  
while to that Rock I’m clinging; 
Since Christ is Lord of heav’n and earth,  
how can I keep from singing?  
    
The Collect of the Day  
Priest 	 The Lord be with you. 

People	 And also with you.  
Priest		 Let us pray. Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, 
that we may continually be given to good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

First Reading: Exodus 32:1-16, 21-24 
READER  A reading from the book of Exodus.  
	 When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, where he 

was speaking with God, the people gathered around Aaron and said to him: 

PEOPLE 	Come, make gods for us, who shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who 

brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him!

READER 	Aaron said to them, 

AARON	 Take off the gold rings that are on the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, 

and bring them to me.

READER  So all the people took off the gold rings from their ears, and brought them to Aaron. He 

took the gold from them, formed it in a mould, and cast an image of a calf. And they said, 

PEOPLE 	These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!

READER	 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation and said, 

AARON	 Tomorrow shall be a festival to the Lord.

READER	 They rose early the next day, and offered burnt-offerings and brought sacrifices of well-

being; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to revel. 

	 The Lord said to Moses,


Some people like to sing 
“Since Love is Lord…” This 
could be a good time to try 
that out, or any other way 
of naming Jesus/God! 



GOD 	 Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted 
perversely; they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded them; they 
have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshipped it and sacrificed to it, 
and said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” I 
have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. Now let me alone, so that my wrath may 
burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.


READER	 But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, 

MOSES	 O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the 

land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, “It 
was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to 
consume them from the face of the earth”? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind 
and do not bring disaster on your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your 
servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, “I will multiply your 
descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to 
your descendants, and they shall inherit it for ever.” 


READER 	And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.

	 Then Moses turned and went down from the mountain, carrying the two tablets of the 

covenant in his hands, tablets that were written on both sides, written on the front and on 
the back. The tablets were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God, 
engraved upon the tablets. As soon as he came near the camp and saw the calf and the 
dancing, Moses’ anger burned hot, and he threw the tablets from his hands and broke 
them at the foot of the mountain. Moses said to Aaron, 


MOSES 	 What did this people do to you that you have brought so great a sin upon them?

AARON 	 Do not let the anger of my lord burn hot; you know the people, that they are bent on evil. 

They said to me, “Make us gods, who shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who 
brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” So I 
said to them, “Whoever has gold, take it off ”; so they gave it to me, and I threw it into the 
fire, and out came this calf!


READER  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

PEOPLE  Thanks be to God. 

Wilderness Bible Question 
This story contains one of several places in the Old Testament where God threatens to 
destroy people, and somebody (Moses, Abraham) convinces God to let them live. I do not 
read those stories literally in terms of what they say about God, but I love what they say 
about those leaders’ hope and commitment, even when things seem pretty bad. Coronavirus 
is not God’s judgment on America, though its impact certainly reflects our collective choices. 
If you were in Moses’ shoes telling God why this nation is worth saving, what would you say? 


Poem of Faith: Philippians 4:1, 4-9 
My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, 

stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 
Rejoice in the Lord always; 

again I will say, Rejoice.  
Let your gentleness be known to everyone. 

The Lord is near.  



Do not worry about anything, but in everything, by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, 

let your requests be made known to God.  
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 

whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable,  
if there is any excellence and anything worthy of praise, 

think about these things.  
Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, 

and the God of peace will be with you. 

The Gospel Reading: Matthew 22:1-14 
This reading will be presented as part of the sermon.  

Once more Jesus spoke to the people in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those 
who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other 
slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen 
and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding 
banquet.’ But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, 
while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He 
sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, 
‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, 
and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ Those slaves went out into the streets 
and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with 
guests.

“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing 
a wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding 
robe?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and 
foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

Sermon              The Rev. Miranda Hassett


Office Hymn: “God of grace and God of glory”      Hymn #594 

1 God of grace and God of glory, 
on thy people pour thy power; 
crown thine ancient church's story, 
bring her bud to glorious flower. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 
for the facing of this hour, 
for the facing of this hour. 



2 Lo! the hosts of evil round us 
scorn thy Christ, assail his ways! 
From the fears that long have bound us 
free our hearts to faith and praise. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 
for the living of these days, 
for the living of these days. 

3 Cure thy children's warring madness; 
bend our pride to thy control; 
shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 
rich in things and poor in soul. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
lest we miss thy kingdom's goal, 
lest we miss thy kingdom's goal. 

4 Save us from weak resignation 
to the evils we deplore; 
let the gift of thy salvation 
be our glory evermore. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
serving thee whom we adore, 
serving thee whom we adore. 

The Prayers 
Officiant 	 The Lord be with you. 

People	 And also with you.  
Officiant	 Let us pray, using the prayer Jesus taught us. You may unmute yourself if you 
choose, and you may pray using any version of this prayer that is in your heart. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People           Send prayer requests to to prayers@stdunstans.com.  

The Prayers of the People           Send prayer requests to to prayers@stdunstans.com.  
Officiant Let us continue in prayer. We will hold up our needs and blessings to God.  You 	 	
	 	 can speak your prayers out loud, type them into the Chat area, or hold them in 	 	
	 	 your heart. 

	 	 Let us pray for all churches and their leaders, and for all God’s people 

	 	 everywhere. 

	 	 The people may offer their prayers aloud.  

mailto:prayers@stdunstans.com
mailto:prayers@stdunstans.com


Officiant	 Let us pray for all those in authority. In this season, we pray especially for all 
candidates for public office, for all those working for justice and equity, and for 
those you now name. 	 


	 The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant 	 Let us pray for all nations and peoples. 

	 The people may offer their prayers aloud.  
Officiant 	 Let us pray for the earth and the whole created order.

	 	 The people may offer their prayers aloud. 	  
Officiant 	 Let us pray for our local communities. We pray for all essential workers and	 	
	 	 healthcare workers.

	 	 The people may offer their prayers aloud.  
Officiant 	 Let us pray for those in any need or trouble, especially those on our parish 

prayer list. You are invited to name others in need of prayer, and to hold up your 
own struggles to the light of God’s love.   

	 	 The people may offer additional names. 
Officiant 	 Let us pray for all who have died and for those who mourn.

	 	 The people may offer additional names.  
Officiant 	 Let us pray for our common life and work as God’s people. 

	 	 The people may offer their prayers aloud.  

Sharing of Blessings  

Passing of the Peace 
Celebrant	 You shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills 

	 	 before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their 

	 	 hands. The peace of the Lord be always with you!  
People And also with you!  
Celebrant	 Let us speak Christ’s peace to one another.  …  

The Blessing & Dismissal  

Celebrant 
Holy God, your mercy is over all your works,

and in the web of life each creature has its role and place.

We praise you for ocelot and owl, cactus and kelp, lichen and whale; 

we honor you for whirlwind and lava, tide and topsoil, cliff and marsh. 

Give us hearts and minds eager to care for your planet,

humility to recognize all creatures as your beloved ones,

justice to share the resources of the earth with all its inhabitants,

and love not limited by our ignorance.

This we pray in the name of Jesus, who unifies what is far off and what is near. 

And the blessing of the Holy and Undivided Trinity be upon us, now and always. 
Amen.  



Officiant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God! 

Sending Song: “God be with you till we meet again”           Clay Jones 
God be with you till we meet again, 
By his counsels guide, uphold you.  
God be with you till we meet again,  
Daily manna still provide you.  
With his sheep securely fold you, 
‘neath his wings, protecting, hide you; 
God be with you till we meet again, 
God be with you till we meet again.  

Announcements & Virtual Coffee Hour 

10:15 Sunday School  

Elementary & Middle School: Working with the Exodus Lesson for Oct. 25 

Preschool & Kindergarten: Godly Play Story of Moses


