
Worship Gathering for Sunday, October 4, 2020 
The Feast of St. Francis of Assisi 

Welcome & Silence 

9AM: Gathering Hymn: “All creatures of our God and King”                      Hymn #400 
Based on some of Francis’ writings.  

1 All creatures of our God and King,  
lift up your voices, let us sing: alleluia, alleluia!  
Bright burning sun with golden beams,  
Pale silver moon that gently gleams,  
O praise him, O praise him,  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  

2. Great rushing winds and breezes soft, 
You clouds that ride the heavens aloft, O praise him, Alleluia! 
Fair rising morn, with praise rejoice; 
Stars nightly shining, find a voice,  
O praise him, O praise him,  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  

3. Swift flowing water, pure and clear,  
Make music for your Lord to hear, Alleluia, alleluia! 
Fire, so intense and fiercely bright, 
You give to us both warmth and light, 
O praise him, O praise him,  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  

4. Dear mother earth, you day by day  
unfold your blessings on our way, O praise him, alleluia! 
All flowers and fruits that in you grow,  
Let them his glory also show,  
O praise him, O praise him,  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  

Opening Verse, Confession & Absolution 
Officiant 	 Sow for yourselves righteousness; reap steadfast love; break up your fallow 

ground; for it is time to seek the Lord, that God may come and rain 
righteousness upon us. Amen. 	 	 	 	 	  (Hosea 10:12) 


	 	 Let us examine our lives in the presence of God, humbly confessing our sins and 
opening our hearts. I invite you to bow your head, or take some other posture of 
humility before God. 


	 	 A brief silence for reflection follows.   



Officiant God the Creator and Source, Lord of creation,

People have mercy upon us.

Officiant	 God the Incarnate Word, through whom all things were made,

People have mercy upon us.

Officiant	 God the Holy Spirit, who renews the face of the earth,

People have mercy upon us.

Officiant	 Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, creating and saving God,

People have mercy upon us.


The Priest pronounces absolution: 
God calls us to labor with God in tending the earth. 

Where we lack love, open our hearts to the world; 

where we waste, give us discipline to conserve; 

where we neglect, awaken our minds and wills to insight and care. 

And God grant us grant us pardon and remission of all our sins, renewal of life, 

and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


9AM: Song of Praise - October                Robert Lowry (1826-1899) 

1. My life flows on in endless song; above earth’s lamentations, 
I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new creation. 
No storm can shake my inmost calm  
while to that Rock I’m clinging; 
Since Christ is Lord of heav’n and earth,  
how can I keep from singing?  

2. Through all the tumult and the strife,  
I hear the music ringing; 
It finds an echo in my soul.  
How can I keep from singing?  
No storm can shake my inmost calm  
while to that Rock I’m clinging; 
Since Christ is Lord of heav’n and earth,  
how can I keep from singing?  
    
The Collect of the Day  
Priest 	 The Lord be with you. 

People	 And also with you.  
Priest		 Let us pray. Most high, omnipotent, good Lord, grant your people grace to 
renounce gladly the vanities of this world; that, following the way of blessed Francis, we may 
for love of you delight in your whole creation with perfectness of joy; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Some people like to sing 
“Since Love is Lord…” This 
could be a good time to try 
that out, or any other way 
of naming Jesus/God! 



First Reading: Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 
Reader	 A reading from the book of Exodus.  
Then God spoke all these words:

“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol, 
whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or 
that is in the water under the earth.

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not 
acquit anyone who misuses his name.

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all your 
work.

Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord 
your God is giving you.

You shall not murder.

You shall not commit adultery.

You shall not steal.

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male 
or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”

When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the 
mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance, and said to 
Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we will die.” 
Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for God has come only to test you and to put 
the fear of him upon you so that you do not sin.”

Reader	 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 

People 	 Thanks be to God.  

Wilderness Bible Question 
The Ten Commandments are both behaviors - things to do or not do - and ethics: things like 
honesty, justice, honoring elders, and keeping holy rest, that God’s people have to choose 
how to apply in many new situations. What ethics, values or commitments shape how you’re 
walking through the wilderness journey of the pandemic? 


Psalm 19 
The heavens declare your glory, O God, * 
	 and the firmament shows your handiwork. 
One day tells its tale to another, * 
	 and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
Although they have no words or language, * 
	 and their voices are not heard, 
Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 
	 and their message to the ends of the world. 
In the deep you have set a pavilion for the sun; * 
	 it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 

it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 



It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens

and runs about to the end of it again; * 
	 nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 
Your law, O God, is perfect and revives the soul; * 
	 your testimony is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent. 
Your statutes are just and rejoice the heart; * 
	 your commandment is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
The fear of you is clean and endures for ever; * 
	 your judgments are true and righteous altogether. 
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, * 
	 sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 
By them also is your servant enlightened, * 
	 and in keeping them there is great reward. 
Who can discern unwitting sins? * 
	 Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;

let them not get dominion over me; * 
	 then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, * 
	 O God, my strength and my redeemer. 

The Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14 
Reader 	 A reading from the letter of Paul to the church in Philippi. 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth 
day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; 
as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under 
the law, blameless.

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than 
that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order 
that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based 
on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his 
sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from 
the dead.

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to 
make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider 
that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of 
God in Christ Jesus.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 

People 	 Thanks be to God.  

Homily              The Rev. Miranda Hassett




Office Hymn: “All creatures of our God and King”  

5 All you with mercy in your heart,
forgiving others, take your part,
O sing now: Alleluia!
All you that pain and sorrow bear,
praise God, and cast on him your care:
O praise him, O praise him, 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

6 And even you, most gentle death,
waiting to hush our final breath,
O praise him, Alleluia!
You lead back home the child of God,
for Christ our Lord that way has trod:
O praise him, O praise him, 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

7 Let all things their creator bless,
and worship him in humbleness,
O praise him, Alleluia!
Praise God the Father, praise the Son,
and praise the Spirit, Three in One:
O praise him, O praise him, 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

The Prayers 
Officiant 	 The Lord be with you. 

People	 And also with you.  
Officiant	 Let us pray, using the prayer Jesus taught us. You may unmute yourself if you 
choose, and you may pray using any version of this prayer that is in your heart. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People           Send prayer requests to to prayers@stdunstans.com.  

Adapted from materials presented to the 78th General Convention by the Standing 
Commission on Liturgy and Music 

mailto:prayers@stdunstans.com


Officiant	Blessed God, whose love calls the whole creation into covenant with you, and who 
puts in our hands responsibility for the care of the earth and its creatures: we pray 
to you, saying, “Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace.”


	 For the well-being of the earth; for its resources of water, air, light, and soil, that 
they may be tended for the good of all creatures, we pray:


People	 Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 

Officiant	For the waters of the earth; for their careful use and conservation, that we may have 
the will and the ability to keep them clean and pure, we pray:


People	 Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 

Officiant	For the mineral and energy resources of the earth, that we may learn sustainable 
consumption and sound care of the environment from which they come, we pray:


People	 Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 

Officiant	For all the living species of the earth, wild and domestic, large and very small, even 
those who do us harm or whose place in your creation we do not understand, that 
they and we may know the harmony of relationship that sustains all life, we pray:


People	 Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 

Officiant	For all who shape public policies affecting the planet and its creatures, that they 
may consider wisely the well-being of all who come after us and that generations 
yet to come may rejoice to give you thanks, we pray:


People	 Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 

Officiant	For the gifts of science and technology and for those who practice these skills, that 
they may be wise, visionary, and compassionate in their work, we pray:


People	 Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 

Officiant	For those who suffer from the unjust, violent, or wasteful use of the earth’s 
resources, that all beings may one day live in communities of justice, peace, and 
holy flourishing, we pray:


People	 Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 

Officiant	For our local species, ecosystems, landscapes and holy places, especially those 
you now name… 


	 In thanksgiving for these blessings and in prayer for their protection, we pray:

People	 Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 
Officiant 	Let us pray for those in any need or trouble, especially those on our parish prayer 

list. You are invited to name others in need of prayer, and to hold up your own 
struggles to the light of God’s love.   

	 	 The people may offer additional names. 
Officiant 	Let us pray for all who have died and for those who mourn.

	 	 The people may offer additional names.  



Celebrant 
Holy God: No sparrow falls without your attention; nothing dies that is lost to you; nothing 
comes into being without your love. Give us just and compassionate hearts, that we may 
serve the earth and all its creatures, holding fast to the vision of your peaceable reign in 
which all will live with you eternally; through the Risen One, Christ our Savior. Amen. 

Passing of the Peace 
Celebrant	 You shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills 

	 	 before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their 

	 	 hands. The peace of the Lord be always with you!  
People And also with you!  
Celebrant	 Let us speak Christ’s peace to one another.  …  

Birthday & Animal Blessings  

The Blessing & Dismissal  

Celebrant 
Holy God, your mercy is over all your works,

and in the web of life each creature has its role and place.

We praise you for ocelot and owl, cactus and kelp, lichen and whale; 

we honor you for whirlwind and lava, tide and topsoil, cliff and marsh. 

Give us hearts and minds eager to care for your planet,

humility to recognize all creatures as your beloved ones,

justice to share the resources of the earth with all its inhabitants,

and love not limited by our ignorance.

This we pray in the name of Jesus, who unifies what is far off and what is near. 

And the blessing of the Holy and Undivided Trinity be upon us, now and always. 
Amen.  

Officiant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God! 

Sending Song: “God be with you till we meet again”           Clay Jones 
God be with you till we meet again, 
By his counsels guide, uphold you.  
God be with you till we meet again,  
Daily manna still provide you.  
With his sheep securely fold you, 
‘neath his wings, protecting, hide you; 
God be with you till we meet again, 
God be with you till we meet again.  

Announcements & Virtual Coffee Hour 

10:15 Sunday School - St. Francis & Creature Treats


