A Celebration of the Life

of John F. Bloodgood
June 23, 1938 - May 9, 2020
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Words of Welcome

Gathering Hymn: “Lord of all hopefulness” Hymnal #482

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,

Whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy,
Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,

Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,

Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe,
Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray,

Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,

Your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace,
Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,

Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,

Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm,
Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,

Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

Anthems spoken by the Officiant

[ am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord.

Whoever has faith in me shall have life, even though he die.
And everyone who has life,

and has committed himself to me in faith, shall not die for ever.

As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives

and that at the last he will stand upon the earth.
After my awaking, he will raise me up;

and in my body I shall see God.

I myself shall see, and my eyes behold him,

who is my friend and not a stranger.



For none of us has life in himself,

and none becomes his own master when he dies.
For if we have life, we are alive in the Lord,

and if we die, we die in the Lord.

So, then, whether we live or die,

we are the Lord’s possession.

Happy from now on are those who die in the Lord!
So it is, says the Spirit, for they rest from their labors.

Prayers for the Departed and Those who Mourn

Preacher  The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Preacer Let us pray. O God of grace and glory, we remember before you this day our
brother John. We thank you for giving him to us, his family and friends, to know and to
love as a companion on our earthly pilgrimage. In your boundless compassion, console us
who mourn. Give us faith to see in death the gate of eternal life, so that in quiet
confidence we may continue our course on earth, until, by your call, we are reunited with
those who have gone before; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Most merciful God, whose wisdom is beyond our understanding: Deal graciously with
John’s family in their grief. Surround them with your love, that they may not be
overwhelmed by their loss, but have confidence in your goodness, and strength to meet
the days to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Reading from the Book of Wisdom (3:1-5, 9)

Reader

A reading from the Book of Wisdom.

The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God,
and no torment will ever touch them.

In the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died,
and their departure was thought to be a disaster,

and their going from us to be their destruction;

but they are at peace.

For though in the sight of others they were punished,
their hope is full of immortality.



Having been disciplined a little, they will receive great good,
because God tested them and found them worthy of himself;
Those who trust in him will understand truth,

and the faithful will abide with him in love,

because grace and mercy are upon his holy ones,

and he watches over his elect.

Reader The word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

A Reading from 1 Corinthians (15:51-58)

Reader

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the church in Corinth.

Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die, but we will all be changed, in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and
the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For this perishable body
must put on imperishability, and this mortal body must put on immortality. When this
perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on immortality, then
the saying that is written will be fulfilled:

‘Death has been swallowed up in victory’

“Where, O death, is your victory?

Where, O death, is your sting?’

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of the Lord,
because you know that in the Lord your labour is not in vain.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

The Gospel: Matthew 22:36-40

Preacher The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Someone asked Jesus, “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said
to him, * “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul,



and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like
it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the
law and the prophets

Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Homily The Rev. Miranda Hassett

Hymn: “It is well with my soul”

1 When peace like a river attendeth my way,
when sorrows like sea billows roll;
whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,
"It is well, it is well with my soul."

Refrain: It is well with my soul; it is well, it is well with my soul.

2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
let this blest assurance control:

that Christ has regarded my helpless estate,

and has shed his own blood for my soul.  Refrain

3 My sin oh, the bliss of this glorious thought!

my sin, not in part, but the whole,

is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more;

praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Refrain

4 O Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight,
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll;

the trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend;
even so, it is well with my soul. Refrain



The Lord’s Prayer

Preacher  As our Savior Jesus Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Prayers for the Departed
Officiant

For our brother John, let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, “I am Resurrection

and I am Life.”

Almighty God, who has knit together your elect in one communion and fellowship, in
the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord: Grant, we beseech you, to your whole
Church in paradise and on earth, your light and your peace. Amen.

Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection may die to sin
and rise to newness of life, and that through the grave and gate of death we may pass with
him to our joyful resurrection. Amen.

Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that your Holy
Spirit may lead us in holiness and righteousness all our days. Amen.

Grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be cleansed from all our
sins, and serve you with a quiet mind. Amen.

Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in your loving care, that, casting all their grief
on you, they may know the consolation of your love. Amen.

Give courage and faith to those who are bereaved, that they may have strength to meet
the days ahead in the comfort of a reasonable and holy hope, in the joyful expectation of
eternal life with those they love. Amen.



Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and trust in the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting.
Amen.

Grant us grace to entrust John to your never-failing love; receive him into the arms of
your mercy, and remember him according to the favor which you bear for your people.
Amen.

Grant that, increasing in knowledge and love of you, he may go from strength to strength
in the life of perfect service in your heavenly kingdom. Amen.

Grant us, with all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, to have our fulfillment
and bliss in your eternal and everlasting glory, and, with blessed Dunstan and all the
saints, to receive the crown of life which you promise to all who share in the victory of
your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.

A silence is kept.

Preacher

Father of all, we pray to you for John, and for all those whom we love but see no longer.
Grant to them eternal rest. Let light perpetual shine upon them. May his soul and the
souls of all the departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

The Commendation

Officiant  Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints,
People where sorrow and pain are no more,

neither sighing, but life everlasting.
Officiant
You only are immortal, the creator and maker of mankind;
and we are mortal, formed of the earth, and to earth shall we
return. For so did you ordain when you created me, saying,
“You are dust, and to dust you shall return.” All of us go down
to the dust; yet even at the grave we make our song: Alleluia,
alleluia, alleluia.

People Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints,
where sorrow and pain are no more,
neither sighing, but life everlasting.



The Preacher says,

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant John. Acknowledge, we
humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your
own redeeming. Receive him into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of
everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. Amen.

The Dismissal and Anthems

Preacher  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God.

Preacher  The Sun of Righteousness is gloriously risen,
giving light to those who sat in darkness
and in the shadow of death.

Christ is risen from the dead,
trampling down death by death,
and giving life to those in the tomb.

Closing Hymn: The Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.



