ADVENT I WORSHIP
November 29, 2020
Words of Welcome
Opening Hymn: “O come, O come, Emmanuel,” verses 1 & 2
You are invited to sing along with the piano.

Hymnal #56

1.

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

2.

O come, thou Wisdom from on high, who ord’rest all things mightily;
to us the path of knowledge show, and teach us in her ways to go.
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Celebrant
In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord.
People
Make straight in the desert a pathway for our God.
The first Advent candle is lighted, as the Reader proclaims:
Reader
People of God: awake! The day is coming soon when you shall see God
face to face. Remember the ways and the works of God. God calls you
out of darkness to walk in the light of the coming Lord.
Celebrant
Let us pray. Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and
put on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son
Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall
come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may
rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Confession & Absolution
Celebrant

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Turn your fierce anger from us, O God, and remember not our sins for ever.
People
Pour down, O heavens, from above,
and let the skies rain down righteousness.
A substantial silence for reflection is kept.
Celebrant
Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations into the peace of your kingdom:
Lord, have mercy.
People
Lord, have mercy.
Celebrant
People

You come in word and sacrament to strengthen us in holiness: Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
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Celebrant
People

You will come in glory with salvation for your people: Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Celebrant

The almighty and merciful God grant us pardon and remission of all our sins,
renewal of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The First Reading: Isaiah 64:1-9
Reader
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down,
so that the mountains would quake at your presence—
as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil—
to make your name known to your adversaries,
so that the nations might tremble at your presence!
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.
From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived,
no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him.
You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways.
But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself, we transgressed.
We have all become like one who is unclean,
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.
We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you;
for you have hidden your face from us,
and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.
Yet, O Lord, you are our Father;
we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand.
Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do not remember iniquity for ever.
Now consider, we are all your people.
Reader
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
People
Thanks be to God.

Song of Faith: Psalm 80: 1-7
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; *
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, *
stir up your strength and come to help us.
Restore us, O God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
O God of hosts, *
how long will you be angered
despite the prayers of your people?
You have fed them with the bread of tears; *
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
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You have made us the derision of our neighbors, *
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
Restore us, O God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

The Holy Gospel: Mark 13:24-37
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Mark.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not
give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be
shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then
he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth
to the ends of heaven.
“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its
leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you
know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all
these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only
the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man
going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and
commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know
when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at
dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all:
Keep awake.”
Celebrant
The Gospel of the Lord.
People
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Celebrant

Homily

The Prayers of the People for Advent

Susanne Watson Epting, alt.

To add a name to our prayer list at any time, or to join the email group that holds the community’s
concerns in prayer, email prayers@stdunstans.com .
Leader
Let us pray together, saying, “Stay with us while we wait.”
For the church that watches and waits for you, Lord Christ.
The people add their prayers for the church, silently or aloud.
God who has come and is coming again,
Stay with us while we wait.
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For our nation and its leaders.
The people add their prayers for the country and those in authority, silently or aloud.
God who has come and is coming again,
Stay with us while we wait.
For the welfare of the whole world.
The people add their prayers for the whole world, silently or aloud.
God who has come and is coming again,
Stay with us while we wait.
For our city and our region.
The people add prayers for the concerns and gifts of the local community, silently or aloud.
God who has come and is coming again,
Stay with us while we wait.
For all who suffer from any need or trouble.
We pray especially for those on our parish prayer list: ..... and for those we now name:
The people add their prayers for those who suffer in body, mind or spirit, silently or aloud.
God who has come and is coming again,
Stay with us while we wait.
For the special needs and concerns, hopes and thanksgivings of this gathered community.
The people add their prayers silently or aloud.
God who has come and is coming again,
Stay with us while we wait.
For those who have died, and those who mourn.
The people add their prayers for those who have died, silently or aloud.
God who has come and is coming again,
Stay with us while we wait.
Celebrant
O Lord, you have set before us the great hope that your kingdom shall come on earth, and have
taught us to pray for its coming: Give us grace to discern the signs of its dawning, and to work
for the perfect day when your will shall be done on earth as it is in heaven; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

The Peace
In the tender mercy of our God, the Dayspring from on high shall break upon us,
to give light to those who dwell in the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you!
People
And also with you!
We greet one another, wishing one another the peace of Christ.
Celebrant
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The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space,
galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
By your will they were created and have their being.
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us
with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we
turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you
revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only
Son, born of Mary, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom
and peace.
By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets,
apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked
to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:

All

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest!

Celebrant

And so, Holy One, we who have been redeemed by Christ, and made a new
people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by
your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread,
and gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice
of thanksgiving,
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People

We celebrate his death and resurrection,
as we await the day of his coming.

Celebrant

Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers; God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob;
God of Miriam, Deborah, and Ruth; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ:
Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from
the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength;
for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion
make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in
his name.
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

People
Celebrant

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High
Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory,
and worship, from generation to generation. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant

Please pray in the language of your heart.
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
Our Father, who art in Heaven,
hallowed be Thy name.
Thy Kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

New Zealand form (adapted):
Loving God, may your name be held holy,
your reign spread among us,
and your will be done well.
With the bread we need for today, feed us.
From all that binds and burdens us, free us and
help us free others.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.
From trials too sharp to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, save us.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is
love, now and forever. Amen.

Spanish version:
Padre nuestro que estás en el cielo,
santificado sea tu Nombre,
Venga tu reino, Hágase tu voluntad,
En la tierra como en el cielo.
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día.
Perdona nuestras ofensas,
como también nosotros
perdonamos a los que nos ofenden.
No nos dejes caer en tentación
y líbranos del mal.
Porque tuyo es el reino, tuyo es el
poder, y tuyo es la gloria,
Ahora y por siempre. Amén.
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The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

God of promise, you have prepared a banquet for us.

Happy are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb.
The gifts of God for the people of God.

Prayer After Communion
Celebrant
People

The congregation stands.

Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out to do the work
you have given us to do,
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses to Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing
Celebrant

May Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you,
scatter all shadows from before your path,
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory;
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Sending Hymn (10am only): “Comfort, comfort ye, my people” Blue Hymnal #67
You are invited to sing along with the piano.

1. Comfort, comfort ye My people, speak ye peace, thus saith our God;
Comfort those who sit in darkness, mourning ’neath their sorrow’s load;
Speak ye to Jerusalem of the peace that waits for them;
Tell her that her sins I cover, and her warfare now is over.
2. Hark, a thrilling voice is sounding in the desert far and near,
Calling us to new repentance, since the kingdom now is here.
O that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way!
Let the valleys rise to meet Him, and the hills bow down to greet Him.

Dismissal
The Celebrant dismisses the congregation. The people respond, Thanks be to God!
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