
Worship Gathering for Sunday, November 8, 2020 

Welcome & Silence 

Gathering Hymn: “Singing songs of expectation”                          Hymn #527 

1 Singing songs of expectation, 
Onward goes the pilgrim band, 
Through the night of doubt and sorrow, 
Marching to the promised land. 
Clear before us through the darkness 
Gleams and burns the guiding light: 
Trusting God we march together 
Stepping fearless through the night. 

2 One the light of God's own presence, 
O'er his ransomed people shed, 
Chasing far the gloom and terror, 
Bright'ning all the path we tread: 
One the object of our journey, 
One the faith which never tires, 
One the earnest looking forward, 
One the hope our God inspires. 

3 One the strain the lips of thousands 
Lift as from the heart of one; 
One the conflict, one the peril, 
One the march in God begun: 
One the gladness of rejoicing 
On the far eternal shore, 
Where the one almighty Father 
Reigns in love for evermore.  

Opening Verse, Confession & Absolution 
Officiant 	 Sow for yourselves righteousness; reap steadfast love; break up your fallow 

ground; for it is time to seek the Lord, that God may come and rain 
righteousness upon us. Amen. 	 	 	 	 	  (Hosea 10:12) 


	 	 Let us examine our lives in the presence of God, humbly confessing our sins and 
opening our hearts. I invite you to bow your head, or take some other posture of 
humility before God. 


	 	 A brief silence for reflection follows.   
Officiant God the Creator and Source, Lord of creation,

People have mercy upon us.

Officiant	 God the Incarnate Word, through whom all things were made,

People have mercy upon us.




Officiant	 God the Holy Spirit, who renews the face of the earth,

People have mercy upon us.

Officiant	 Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, creating and saving God,

People have mercy upon us. 

The Priest pronounces absolution.  

9AM: Song of Praise - November             Hymnal #397, verses 1 & 2 
1. 	 Now thank we all our God, with heart, and hands, and voices,  

Who wondrous things hath done, in whom his world rejoices; 
Who from our mother’s arms hath blessed us on our way 
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 


2.	 O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us! 
With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us; 
And keep us in his grace, and guide us when perplexed, 
And free us from all ills in this world and the next.   

 
The Collects of the Day  
Priest 	 The Lord be with you. 

People	 And also with you.  
Priest		 Let us pray. O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might 
destroy the works of the devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant 
that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again 
with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; 
where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.


Loving God, you open your hand and scatter blessings upon all your children. Give us 
grateful hearts in times of plenty, and faithful hearts in times of want. Stir us with your Spirit, 
in this and every season of our lives, to use whatever you place in our hands to add to the 
world’s measure of hope, wholeness, and delight. We pray all this in the name of Christ, the 
Giver and the Gift. Amen. 

First Reading: Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 
Reader  	 A reading from the book of Joshua. 

Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, 
the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. And 
Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Long ago your 
ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates and served 
other gods. Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the River and led him through all 
the land of Canaan and made his offspring many. Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve 
him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the 
River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose 
this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond 
the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my 
household, we will serve the Lord.”




Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other 
gods; for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along 
all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; and the Lord 
drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will 
serve the Lord, for he is our God.”

But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the Lord, for he is a holy God. He is a 
jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. If you forsake the Lord and 
serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm, and consume you, after having done 
you good.” And the people said to Joshua, “No, we will serve the Lord!” Then Joshua said to 
the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the Lord, to serve 
him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are 
among you, and incline your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.” The people said to 
Joshua, “The Lord our God we will serve, and him we will obey.” So Joshua made a 
covenant with the people that day, and made statutes and ordinances for them at Shechem.

Reader  	 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People 	 Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 70 
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; * 

O God, make haste to help me. 
Let those who seek my life be ashamed and altogether dismayed; * 

let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced. 
Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me turn back, * 

because they are ashamed. 
Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; * 

let those who love your salvation say for ever, “Great is the Holy One!” 
But as for me, I am poor and needy; * 

come to me speedily, O God. 
You are my helper and my deliverer; * 

O God, do not tarry. 

The Second Reading: Matthew 25:1-13 
This text will be read as part of the homily.  
Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps 
and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the 
foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their 
lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at 
midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all 
those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us 
some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be 
enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 
And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with 
him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came 



also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep 
awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.


Homily                   Pamela Grenfell Smith


Musical Offering           Mary Ann Fraley & Rachel Behrens 
vimeo.com/475926613 
You are welcome to sing along, using the words in the video, or just enjoy it!  

The Prayers 
Officiant 	 The Lord be with you. 

People	 And also with you.  
Officiant	 Let us pray, using the prayer Jesus taught us. You may unmute yourself if you 
choose, and you may pray using any version of this prayer that is in your heart. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People           Send prayer requests to to prayers@stdunstans.com.  
Officiant Let us continue in prayer. We will hold up our needs and blessings to God.  You 	 	
	 	 can speak your prayers out loud, type them into the Chat area, or hold them in 	 	
	 	 your heart. 

	 	 Let us pray for all churches and their leaders, and for all God’s people 

	 	 everywhere. 

	 	 The people may offer their prayers aloud.  
Officiant	 Let us pray for all those in authority. In this season, we pray especially for all 

candidates for public office, for all those working for justice and equity, and for 
those you now name. 	 


	 The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant 	 Let us pray for all nations and peoples. 

	 The people may offer their prayers aloud.  
Officiant 	 Let us pray for the earth and the whole created order.

	 	 The people may offer their prayers aloud. 	  
Officiant 	 Let us pray for our local communities. We pray for all essential workers and	 	
	 	 healthcare workers.

	 	 The people may offer their prayers aloud.  
Officiant 	 Let us pray for those in any need or trouble, especially those on our parish 

prayer list. You are invited to name others in need of prayer, and to hold up your 
own struggles to the light of God’s love.   

http://vimeo.com/475926613
mailto:prayers@stdunstans.com


	 	 The people may offer additional names. 
Officiant 	 Let us pray for all who have died and for those who mourn.

	 	 The people may offer additional names.  
Officiant 	 Let us pray for our common life and work as God’s people. 

	 	 The people may offer their prayers aloud.  

Sharing of Blessings  

Passing of the Peace 
Celebrant	 You shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills 

	 	 before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their 

	 	 hands. The peace of the Lord be always with you!  
People And also with you!  
Celebrant	 Let us speak Christ’s peace to one another.  …  

The Blessing & Dismissal  

Celebrant     May God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Source of all goodness and 
growth, pour out blessing upon all things created, and upon us, beloved 
children, that we may use those gifts to God’s glory and the welfare of all; and 
the blessing of the Holy and Undivided Trinity be upon you, now and always. 
Amen. 


Officiant 	 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People	 Thanks be to God!  

Sending Song: “God be with you till we meet again”           Clay Jones 
https://youtu.be/vxhfiDajLqw 

God be with you till we meet again, 
By his counsels guide, uphold you.  
God be with you till we meet again,  
Daily manna still provide you.  
With his sheep securely fold you, 
‘neath his wings, protecting, hide you; 
God be with you till we meet again, 
God be with you till we meet again.  

Announcements & Virtual Coffee Hour 

10:15 Sunday School  

https://youtu.be/vxhfiDajLqw

