
ADVENT IV WORSHIP 
December 20, 2020 

Words of Welcome

Opening Hymn: “O come, O come, Emmanuel,” verses 7 & 8                 Hymnal #56 
You are invited to sing along with the piano. 

7. O come, Desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of humankind;  
bid thou our sad divisions cease, and be thyself our King of Peace.  
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

8. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!  

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath  
Officiant    In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord.
People Make straight in the desert a pathway for our God.

We watch the lighting of all four Advent candles. 

Reader People of God: prepare!  God, above all, maker of all, is one with us in 
Christ. God, the mighty God, bends down in love to earth. God with us, 
God beside us, comes into the world that God has made.  

Priest   Let us pray. Purify our conscience,  Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that 
your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for 
himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

The Confession & Absolution         
Celebrant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
  Turn your fierce anger from us, O God, and remember not our sins for ever. 
People   Pour down, O heavens, from above, 
  and let the skies rain down righteousness. 
A substantial silence for reflection is kept.  
Celebrant  Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations into the peace of your kingdom:  
  Lord, have mercy.  
People   Lord, have mercy.        

Celebrant  You come in word and sacrament to strengthen us in holiness: Christ, have mercy. 
People   Christ, have mercy.  

Celebrant  You will come in glory with salvation for your people: Lord, have mercy. 
People   Lord, have mercy.  
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Celebrant  The almighty and merciful God grant us pardon and remission of all our sins,   
  renewal of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

The First Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
Reader A reading from the second book of the prophet Samuel. 
When King David was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies 
around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, "See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but 
the ark of God stays in a tent." Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all that you have in mind; for 
the Lord is with you."
But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: Thus 
says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a house since 
the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in 
a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever 
speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my 
people Israel, saying, "Why have you not built me a house of cedar?" Now therefore thus you 
shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from 
following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you 
went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, 
like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and 
will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and 
evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my 
people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you 
that the Lord will make you a house. Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever 
before me; your throne shall be established forever. 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches. 
People Thanks be to God.

Homily               The Rev. Miranda Hassett

The Holy Gospel: Luke 1:26-45             

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said 
to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive 
in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called 
the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 
He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary 
said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit 
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child 
to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old 
age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For 
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nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it 
be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her.
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she 
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, 
the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a 
loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has 
this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the 
sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who believed that 
there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’
Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Song of Faith: Luke 1:46-55 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
For you have looked with favor on your lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:
You, O Mighty One, have done great things for me, 
and holy is your name.
You have mercy on those who fear you
in every generation.
You have shown the strength of your arm,
you have scattered the proud in their conceit.
You have cast down the mighty from their thrones, 
and have lifted up the lowly.
You have filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich you have sent away empty.
You have come to the help of your servant Israel,
for you have remembered your promise of mercy, 
the promise you made to our ancestors, 
to Abraham and Sarah and their children forever.     

The Prayers of the People for Advent Susanne Watson Epting, alt. 

To add a name to our prayer list at any time, or to join the email group that holds the community’s 
concerns in prayer, email prayers@stdunstans.com . 

Leader 
Let us pray together, saying, “Stay with us while we wait.” 

For the church that watches and waits for you, Lord Christ. 

The people add their prayers for the church, silently or aloud.

God who has come and is coming again,
Stay with us while we wait.
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For our nation and its leaders. 

The people add their prayers for the country and those in authority, silently or aloud.

God who has come and is coming again,
Stay with us while we wait.

For the welfare of the whole world.

The people add their prayers for the whole world, silently or aloud.

God who has come and is coming again,
Stay with us while we wait.

For our city and our region.

The people add prayers for the concerns and gifts of the local community, silently or aloud.

God who has come and is coming again,
Stay with us while we wait.

For all who suffer from any need or trouble.
We pray especially for those on our parish prayer list: ..... and for those we now name:

The people add their prayers for those who suffer in body, mind or spirit, silently or aloud.

God who has come and is coming again,
Stay with us while we wait.

For the special needs and concerns, hopes and thanksgivings of this gathered community. 

      The people add their prayers silently or aloud.

      God who has come and is coming again,
      Stay with us while we wait.

For those who have died, and those who mourn. 

     The people add their prayers for those who have died, silently or aloud.

      God who has come and is coming again,
      Stay with us while we wait.

Celebrant
O Lord, you have set before us the great hope that your kingdom shall come on earth, and have 
taught us to pray for its coming: Give us grace to discern the signs of its dawning, and to work 
for the perfect day when your will shall be done on earth as it is in heaven; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 

The Peace
Celebrant In the tender mercy of our God, the Dayspring from on high shall break upon us,  

to give light to those who dwell in the shadow of death,  
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you!

People And also with you! 
We greet one another, wishing one another the peace of Christ. 
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The Great Thanksgiving  
Celebrant   The Lord be with you.
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People      It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
Celebrant   God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
People Glory to you for ever and ever.
Celebrant At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, 

galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
People By your will they were created and have their being. 

Celebrant From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us 
with memory, reason, and skill.  You made us the rulers of creation. But we 
turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.

People Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.
Celebrant Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you 

revealed your righteous Law.  And in the fullness of time you sent your only 
Son, born of Mary, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom 
and peace.

People By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.
Celebrant And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, 

apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked 
to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

Celebrant And so, Holy One, we who have been redeemed by Christ, and made a new 
people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by 
your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread,
and gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice 
of thanksgiving,
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People We celebrate his death and resurrection, 
as we await the day of his coming.

Celebrant Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers; God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; 
God of Miriam, Deborah, and Ruth; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from 
the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; 
for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion 
make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in 
his name.

People Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Celebrant Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High 
Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory,
and worship, from generation to generation. AMEN. 

The Lord’s Prayer               Please pray in the language of your heart. 
Celebrant As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
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Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your Name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done,  
 on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.   
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
 who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours,   
 now and for ever.  Amen. 

New Zealand form (adapted):  
Loving God, may your name be held holy,  
your reign spread among us,  
and your will be done well.  
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
From all that binds and burdens us, free us and 
help us free others.  
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too sharp to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, save us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is 
love, now and forever.  Amen.  

Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come,  
Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Spanish version: 
Padre nuestro que estás en el cielo, 
santificado sea tu Nombre,  
Venga tu reino, Hágase tu voluntad,  
En la tierra como en el cielo.  
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día. 
Perdona nuestras ofensas,  
 como también nosotros  
 perdonamos a los que nos ofenden.  
No nos dejes caer en tentación 
 y líbranos del mal.  
Porque tuyo es el reino, tuyo es el  
 poder, y tuyo es la gloria,  
Ahora y por siempre. Amén.  



The Breaking of the Bread   
Celebrant God of promise, you have prepared a banquet for us.
People Happy are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb. 
Celebrant The gifts of God for the people of God. 

Prayer After Communion               The congregation stands.

Celebrant Let us pray. 
People Almighty and everliving God,  
  we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
  of the most precious Body and Blood  
  of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;  
  and for assuring us in these holy mysteries  
  that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  
  and heirs of your eternal kingdom.  
  And now, Father, send us out to do the work  
  you have given us to do,  
  to love and serve you as faithful witnesses to Christ our Lord.    
  To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,  
  be honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen.  

The Blessing
Celebrant May Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 

scatter all shadows from before your path, 
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

Sending Hymn: The Canticle of the Turning 
A paraphrase of the Magnificat, Luke 1:46-55, by Rory Cooney


Refrain: My heart shall sing of the day you bring,  
Let the fires of your justice burn!  
Wipe away all tears for the dawn draws near 
and the world is about to turn! 

1. My soul cries out with a joyful shout that the God of my heart is great, 
and my spirit sings of the wondrous things  
that you bring to the ones who wait.  
You set your sight on your servant's plight,  
and my weakness you did not spurn,  
so from east to west shall my name be blest. 
Could the world be a-bout to turn? 
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4. Though the nations rage from age to age,  
we remember who holds us fast.  
God's mercy must deliver us from the conqueror's crushing grasp.  
This saving word that our forbears heard  
is the promise which holds us bound,  
till the spear and rod can be crushed by God  
who is turning the world around. 

Dismissal  
The Celebrant dismisses the congregation.   The people respond, Thanks be to God!
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