ADVENT IV WORSHIP
December 20, 2020
Words of Welcome
Gathering Hymn: “Cloth for a Cradle”
Refrain:
Cloth for a cradle, cradle for a child,
the child for our ev’ry joy and sorrow,
Find him a shawl that’s woven by us all
to welcome the Lord of each tomorrow.
1. Darkness and light and all that’s known by sight,
Silence and echo fading,
Weave into one a welcome for the Son,
Set earth its own maker serenading.
Refrain
2. Hungry and poor, the sick and the unsure,
Wealthy whose needs are stranger,
Weave into one a welcome for the Son,
Leave excess and want beneath the manger.

Refrain

4. Wrinkled and fair, carefree and full of care,
Searchers of all the ages,
Weave into one a welcome for the Son,
The Savior of shepherds and of sages.
Refrain

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Oﬃciant
People

In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord.
Make straight in the desert a pathway for our God.

We watch the lighting of all four Advent candles.
Reader

Oﬃciant
People
Priest
People

People of God: prepare! God, above all, maker of all, is one with us in
Christ. God, the mighty God, bends down in love to earth. God with us,
God beside us, comes into the world that God has made.
In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord.
Make straight in the desert a pathway for our God.
Let us pray.
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that
your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion
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prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

SONG: “O come, O come, Emmanuel,” verses 7 & 8

Hymnal #56

7. O come, Desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of humankind;
bid thou our sad divisions cease, and be thyself our King of Peace.
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
8. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

The Confession & Absolution

The congregation stands or kneels.

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
A substantial silence for reflection is kept.
Oﬃciant
Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations into the peace of your
kingdom: Lord, have mercy.
People
Lord, have mercy.
Oﬃciant
People

You come in word and sacrament to strengthen us in holiness: Christ,
have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

Oﬃciant
People

You will come in glory with salvation for all your people: Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Celebrant

The almighty and merciful God grant us pardon and remission of all our
sins, renewal of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The First Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

Reader
A reading from the second book of the prophet Samuel.
When King David was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his
enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, "See now, I am living in a
house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent." Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all
that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you."
But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant
David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not
lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day,
but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved
about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal
leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, "Why
have you not built me a house of cedar?" Now therefore thus you shall say to my
servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following
the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you
went, and have cut oﬀ all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a
great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for
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my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be
disturbed no more; and evildoers shall aﬄict them no more, as formerly, from the time
that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your
enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. Your
house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be
established forever.
Reader
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
People
Thanks be to God.

Homily

The Rev. Miranda Hassett

The Gospel Reading: Luke 1:26 - 45
Reader
A reading from the Gospel according to Luke.
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured
one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered
what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for
you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a
son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will
reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary
said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month
for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then
Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your
word.’ Then the angel departed from her.
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country,
where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth
heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the
Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother
of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child
in my womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a
fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’
Reader
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
People
Thanks be to God.
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Office Hymn: The Canticle of the Turning
A paraphrase of the Magnificat, Luke 1:46-55, by Rory Cooney
Refrain:

My heart shall sing of the day you bring,
Let the fires of your justice burn!
Wipe away all tears for the dawn draws near
and the world is about to turn!

1. My soul cries out with a joyful shout that the God of my heart is great,
and my spirit sings of the wondrous things
that you bring to the ones who wait.
You set your sight on your servant's plight,
and my weakness you did not spurn,
so from east to west shall my name be blest.
Could the world be a-bout to turn?
2. Though I am small, my God, my all, you work great things in me,
and your mercy will last from the depths of the past to the end of the age to be.
Your very name puts the proud to shame,
and to those who would for you yearn
you will show your might, put the strong to flight
for the world is about to turn.
3. From the halls of pow'r to the fortress tow'r,
not a stone will be left on stone.
Let the king beware for your justice tears ev'ry tyrant from his throne.
The hungry poor shall weep no more,
for the food they can never earn;
there are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be fed, for the world is about to turn.
4. Though the nations rage from age to age,
we remember who holds us fast.
God's mercy must deliver us from the conqueror's crushing grasp.
This saving word that our forbears heard
is the promise which holds us bound,
till the spear and rod can be crushed by God
who is turning the world around.

The Prayers
Oﬃciant
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Oﬃciant
As we pray together, you may unmute yourself if you choose, and you
may pray using any version of this prayer that is in your heart. If you prefer to pray in
4

silence, you can also turn oﬀ the sound on your computer as you pray. Now, let us
pray as God’s beloved children, using the prayer Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

The Prayers of the People for Advent

Susanne Watson Epting, alt.

To add a name to our prayer list at any time, or to join the email group that holds the
community’s concerns in prayer, email prayers@stdunstans.com .
Oﬃciant
Let us pray together, saying, “Stay with us while we wait.”
For the church that watches and waits for you, Lord Christ.
The people add their prayers for the church, silently or aloud.
God who has come and is coming again,
Stay with us while we wait.
For our nation and its leaders.
The people add their prayers for the country and those in authority, silently or aloud.
God who has come and is coming again,
Stay with us while we wait.
For the welfare of the whole world.
The people add their prayers for the whole world, silently or aloud.
God who has come and is coming again,
Stay with us while we wait.
For our city and our region.
The people add prayers for the concerns and gifts of the local community, silently or
aloud.
God who has come and is coming again,
Stay with us while we wait.
For all who suﬀer from any need or trouble.
We pray especially for those on our parish prayer list, and for those we now name…
The people add their prayers for those who suﬀer in body, mind or spirit, silently or
aloud.
God who has come and is coming again,
Stay with us while we wait.
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For the special needs and concerns, hopes and thanksgivings of this gathered
community.
The people add their prayers silently or aloud.
God who has come and is coming again,
Stay with us while we wait.
For those who have died, and those who mourn.
The people add their prayers for those who have died, silently or aloud.
God who has come and is coming again,
Stay with us while we wait.
Celebrant
O Lord, you have set before us the great hope that your kingdom shall come on earth,
and have taught us to pray for its coming: Give us grace to discern the signs of its
dawning, and to work for the perfect day when your will shall be done on earth as it is
in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant

In the tender mercy of our God,
the Dayspring from on high shall break upon us,
to give light to those who dwell in the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you!
People
And also with you!
We greet one another, wishing one another the peace of Christ.

The Blessing & Dismissal
Celebrant

May Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you,
scatter the shadows from before your path,
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory;
and the blessing of God Almighty, Source, Word, and Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Celebrant
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Sending Song: “Advent Lullaby”
Lullaby, lullaby, wait till tomorrow,
Lullaby, lullaby, wait till tomorrow,
When Love will come, when Love will come.
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Lullaby, lullaby, God comes tomorrow,
Lullaby, lullaby, God comes tomorrow,
And God is here, and God is here.

Announcements & virtual Coffee Hour with Creche Sharing
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