
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
The Feast of Candlemas, observed   

February 7, 2021 

Words of Welcome 

Gathering Hymn: “Immortal, invisible”        Hymn #423 
1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 

2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 

3 To all life thou givest, to both great and small; 
In all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
We blossom and flourish, like leaves on the tree, 
Then wither and perish; but nought changeth thee. 

4 Thou reignest in glory, thou rules in light,  
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
all laud we would render; O help us to see 
'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 

The Confession & Absolution          

Officiant 
Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our heavenly Father, 
to set forth God’s praise, to hear the holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on behalf of 
others, those things that are necessary for our life and our salvation.  And so that we may pre-
pare ourselves in heart and mind for worship, let us with penitent and obedient hearts confess 
our sins against God and our neighbors.
A substantial silence for reflection is kept. 

Officiant You raise the dead to life in the Spirit:
Lord, have mercy.

People Lord, have mercy.
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Officiant You bring pardon and peace to the broken in heart:
Christ, have mercy.

People Christ, have mercy.
Officiant You make one by your Spirit the torn and divided:

Lord, have mercy.
People Lord, have mercy.
Celebrant The almighty and merciful God grant us pardon and remission of all our 

sins, renewal of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Rise, O shine, for your light has come! For, look, darkness covers the earth, and 
gloom enshrouds the peoples; but the glory of the LORD has dawned upon us. 

Song of Praise

Arise, shine, for your light has come,  
 and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you! 

        Ruth Cunningham, used by permission

The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 
All       And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray.  Almighty and everliving God, we humbly pray that, as your only-begot-

ten Son was this day presented in the temple, so we may be presented to you with 
pure and clean hearts by Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.Amen.

The Candlemas Gospel:  Luke 2:22-40 
Reader A reading from the Gospel according to Luke. 
Forty days after Jesus was born,  his family went to the Great Temple in Jerusalem, as was the 
custom, to make a gift there, to thank God for a safe birth. Joseph and Mary, his parents, were 
poor, so their gift was small and simple: two young pigeons. 
Now, in the temple there was an old, old man named Simeon. He was righteous and devout, 
and looked forward to the consolation of Israel. He trusted in God’s promises, and the Holy 
Spirit was with him. God had told Simeon, long ago, that he would not die until he saw the 
Messiah - the One who would be sent by God to free and save God’s people. The Holy Spirit 
told Simeon to come to the Temple that day. And when he saw Joseph and Mary and the baby 
Jesus, he took the child in his arms, and he said, 

SIMEON
Lord, you are now dismissing me in peace, according to your word; 
for my eyes have now seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared before the face of all peoples. 
This child is a Light for revelation to the nations, and the glory of your people Israel! 
At long last you have come, O Compassionate One, having pity on my old age. 
You have released me to the grave, and you will raise me from the grave into Paradise. 
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Reader
There was also an old woman in the Temple that day, named Anna. Anna was a prophet - some-
one who comes so close to God that they know what is true and real and important. She was 
84 years old, and she spent all her time at the Temple, praying night and day. Anna took the 
child from Simeon and held him. She shone with God’s light and love as she kissed him and 
sang him a lullaby: 

ANNA
Royal Son, despised One: Though you are silent, you hear;
Though you are hidden, you see; though you are concealed, you know. 
Praise to you, Son of the Most High God, who has put on our body!

Reader
Then she began to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of 
Jerusalem. The child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then 
Simeon blessed them, and said to his mother Mary, 

SIMEON
This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many. He will be a sign that will be op-
posed, and the inner thoughts of many will be revealed - and a sword will pierce your own soul, 
also. 

Reader
Mary and Joseph completed their prayers and returned home to the region of Galilee, to the 
town of Nazareth, where they lived.  And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom 
and grace. 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 147, selected verses
Alleluia! How good it is to sing praises to you, O God; * 

how pleasant it is to honor you with praise!
For you rebuild Jerusalem * 

and gather the exiles of Israel.
You heal the brokenhearted * 

and bind up their wounds.
You count the number of the stars * 

and call them all by their names.
Great are you and mighty in power; * 

there is no limit to your wisdom.
You lift up the lowly, * 

but cast the wicked to the ground.
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We sing to you, Most High, with thanksgiving; * 
we make music to you upon the harp,

For you cover the heavens with clouds * 
and prepare rain for the earth;

You make grass to grow upon the mountains * 
and green plants to serve humankind.

You give snow like wool * 
and scatter hoarfrost like ashes.

You scatter your hail like bread crumbs; * 
who can stand against your cold?

You send forth your word and melt them; * 
you blow with the wind, and the waters flow.

You provide food for flocks and herds * 
and for the young ravens when they cry.

You are not impressed by the might of a horse; * 
you have no pleasure in human strength;

But you have pleasure in those who fear you, * 
in those who await your gracious favor. Alleluia! 

The Second Reading: Mark 1:29-39
Reader   A reading from the gospel of Mark.
After Jesus and his disciples left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, 
with James and John. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him 
about her at once. He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, 
and she began to serve them.
That evening, at sundown, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons. 
And the whole city was gathered around the door. And he cured many who were sick with var-
ious diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, be-
cause they knew him. In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a 
deserted place, and there he prayed. And Simon and his companions hunted for him. When they 
found him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” He answered, “Let us go on to the 
neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out 
to do.” And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues and cast-
ing out demons.
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people.  
People Thanks be to God. 

Homily                               The Rev. Dr. Miranda Hassett 

Candle Blessing 
	 4



Office Hymn:  “Praise the One”  

Musical accompaniment by Deanna Clement and Father Tom McAlpine.

Lyrics will be included with the video. 

The Prayers 

Celebrant We now enter a time of prayer. You may wish to bow your head, open your hands, or 
prepare your body for prayer in some other way. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Now, let us pray as God’s beloved children, using the prayer Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

The Prayers of the People      Send prayer requests to to prayers@stdunstans.com. 

Officiant Let us continue in prayer.  We will hold up our needs and blessings to God.  You
can speak your prayers out loud, type them into the Chat area, or hold them in 
your heart. As you are able, please hold others’ prayer requests before God in 
your heart as well. 
Let us pray for all churches and their leaders, and for all God’s people everywhere. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for all those in authority. In this season, we pray especially for all new-
ly-elected public officials, for those working to alleviate the pandemic, for all those 
working for justice and equity, and for those you now name. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for all nations and peoples. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for the earth and the whole created order.

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for our local communities. We pray for all essential workers and
healthcare workers. This week I invite your prayers for ….  , and those whom you 
now name. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 
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Officiant Let us pray for those in any need or trouble, especially those on our parish prayer 
list: …. 

You are invited to name others in need of prayer, and to hold up your own strug-
gles to the light of God’s love.  

The people may offer additional names.

Officiant Let us pray for all who have died, and for those who mourn.

The people may offer additional names. 

Officiant Let us pray for our common life and work as God’s people. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Celebrant Lord God, the bright splendor whom the nations seek: may we who with the wise 
men have been drawn by your light, discern the glory of your presence in the 
Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Savior. Guide and sustain us, that we may find 
our journey’s end in him. Amen. 

The Peace
Celebrant      The peace of the Lord be always with you! 
All    And also with you! 
We greet one another in the name of Christ. 

The Blessing                    

Celebrant     May the light of the glorious gospel of Christ shine in our hearts and fill our lives 
with joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, Creator, Redeemer, and Sus-
tainer, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen!  

Dismissal  
Officiant Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask 

or imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in 
Christ Jesus for ever and ever.  Amen.     Ephesians 3:20,21
Let us bless the Lord, 

People Thanks be to God! 

Sending Song: Torah Ora      “Torah ora” is Hebrew for “God’s Law is our light.”

God has spoken to his people, Alleluia!
And his words are words of wisdom, Alleluia, alleluia!
God has spoken to his people, Alleluia!
And his words are words of wisdom, Alleluia!

Alternate words:  Torah ora, Torah ora… (repeat)
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