
MICAIAH THE PROPHET 
Based on 1 Kings 22 & 2 Chronicles 18 

NARRATOR

In the time of this story, what used to be David’s great kingdom was split 
in two. There was a kingdom of Judah, with its capital at Jerusalem, in the 
south; and a kingdom of Israel, with its capital at Samaria, in the North.

Jehoshafat was king of Judah, and God favored him.

Ahab was king of Israel, and he was not a good man. 


In fact, just before this story, he had done a terrible thing: he had a man 
named Naboth killed because he wanted to steal his land. The prophet 
Elijah told him, “Thus says the LORD: In the place where dogs have licked 
up Naboth’s blood, they shall lick your blood, King Ahab.” 


Now Jehoshafat came to visit Ahab in Samaria. Ahab held a great feast to 
welcome him and his party. While they were feasting, Ahab asked 
Jehoshafat to join him for a war. 


AHAB

Do you know that the territory of Ramoth-gilead belongs to us? Why 
haven’t we done something about it? Let’s go take it back from the King of 
Aram! Will you go to war with me to take it back? 

JEHOSHAFAT

I am with you. We will join you in the war. My people are your people, my 
horses are your horses.


NARR

But first Jehoshafat had a question. 


JEHOSHAFAT

Inquire first for the word of the Lord.


NARR

Then the king of Israel gathered the prophets together, about four hundred 
of them, and asked them about the war. 


AHAB

Shall we go to battle against Ramoth-gilead, or not?
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ZEDEKIAH

Go! For the Lord will give it into the hand of the king!


HANANIAH

The King will surely have a great victory and destroy the people of Aram! 


NARR

But Jehoshafat wasn’t convinced.


JEHOSHAFAT

Is there no other prophet of the Lord, whom we could ask? 


AHAB

There is still one other prophet, Micaiah; but I hate him, for he never 
prophesies anything good about me, but only doom. 


JEHOSHAFAT

Let the king not say such a thing!


NARR

Then the king of Israel summoned an officer and ordered him to bring the 
prophet.


AHAB

Bring Micaiah to me, quickly! 


NARR

Now the king of Israel and King Jehoshafat of Judah were sitting on their 
thrones, wearing their royal robes, at the threshing-floor at the entrance of 
the gate of Samaria; and all the prophets were prophesying before them. 
The prophet Zedekiah made for himself horns of iron.


ZEDEKIAH

Thus says the Lord: With these horns you shall gore the Arameans until 
they are destroyed!


NARR

All the prophets were prophesying similar messages.
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HANANIAH

Thus says the Lord: With these snowballs you shall freeze the Arameans 
until they have frostbite! 


ZEDEKIAH

Go up to Ramoth-gilead and triumph, O King! 


PROPHET 2

The Lord will give the people of Aram into your hands! Fear not! 


NARR

The messenger who had gone to summon Micaiah gave him a warning. 


MESSENGER 

Look, the words of the prophets with one accord are favorable to the king; 
let your word be like the word of one of them, and speak favorably. 


MICAIAH

As the Lord lives, whatever the Lord says to me, that is what I'll say. 


NARR

So the prophet Micaiah came before the kings, Ahab and Jehoshafat. And 
King Ahab asked him about the battle they planned. 


AHAB

Micaiah, shall we go to Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall we stay home? 


MICAIAH [mockingly!!!] 
Go up and triumph; the Lord will give it into the hand of the king.


AHAB  [annoyed!!] 
How many times must I make you swear to tell me nothing but the truth, in 
the name of the Lord?


MICAIAH [seriously this time] 
I saw all Israel scattered on the mountains, like sheep that have no 
shepherd; and God said, “These have no master; let each one go home in 
peace.” 
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AHAB

See, King Jehoshafat? Didn’t I tell you that he would not prophesy 
anything favorable about me? He always speaks doom!


MICAIAH [using stuffed animals to act out the scene]

Hear the word of the Lord: I saw the Lord sitting on his throne, with all the 
host of heaven standing beside him to the right and to the left of him. And 
the Lord said, “Who will entice Ahab, so that he may go up and fall at 
Ramoth-gilead?” Then one said one thing, and another said another, until 
a spirit came forward and stood before the Lord, saying, “I will entice him.” 
The Lord asked him, “How?” He replied, “I will go out and be a lying spirit 
in the mouth of all his prophets.” Then the Lord said, “You are to entice 
him, and you shall succeed; go out and do it.” So you see, the Lord has 
put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these your prophets; the Lord has 
decreed disaster for you.


NARR

Then the prophet Zedekiah came up to Micaiah and slapped him on the 
cheek.


ZEDEKIAH [sarcasm] 
Since when did the Spirit of the Lord leave me and go to you? 


MICAIAH

Guess you'll find out when you have to go hide under your bed, because 
the Arameans are attacking. 


HANANIAH

You think you’re so great! Nyaaah! [stick out tongue]


AHAB

Officers! Take Micaiah, and take him to the governor of the city, and say, 
“Thus says the king: Put this fellow in prison, and feed him on bread and 
water until I return in peace.” 


MICAIAH

If you return in peace, then I haven’t been speaking the Lord's words. 
Hear, you peoples, all of you!
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NARR

So the king of Israel and King Jehoshafat of Judah went up to attack 
Ramoth-gilead. But first, Ahab the king of Israel had a suggestion for 
Jehoshafat.


AHAB

I will disguise myself and go into battle, but you should wear your royal 
robes.


JEHOSHAFAT

Are you trying to put me in danger? 


AHAB

No, no! Of course not! I just want to honor you as a great king. 


JEHOSHAFAT

Okay. Seems fine. 


NARR

So Ahab disguised himself and went into battle. Now the king of Aram had 
given an order to the thirty-two captains of his war chariots:


KING OF ARAM

Fight with no one small or great, but only with Ahab, the king of Israel!


NARR

When the captains of the chariots saw Jehoshafat, they said, ‘It is surely 
the king of Israel.’ So they turned to fight against him; and Jehoshafat 
cried out, and the Lord helped him. God drew the attackers away from 
him, for when the captains of the chariots saw that it was not the king of 
Israel, they turned back from pursuing him.


But a certain man drew his bow and fired and arrow, and by accident, his 
arrow struck Ahab, the king of Israel, between the scale-armour and the 
breastplate. So Ahab said to the driver of his chariot, 


AHAB [sound mortally wounded!] 
Turn around, and carry me out of the battle, for I am wounded.
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NARR

The battle grew hot that day, and the king was propped up in his chariot 
facing the Arameans, until at sunset he died. 

Then about sunset a shout went through the army: 


VOICE 

The King is dead and we are lost! Retreat! Every man to his city!


NARR

So the armies of Israel and Judah retreated and fled to their homes. They 
were scattered on the mountains, like sheep that have no shepherd. 

King Ahab was brought to Samaria, dead. His blood had flowed into the 
bottom of the chariot.

They washed the chariot by the pool of Samaria; the dogs licked up his 
blood, according to the word of the Lord that he had spoken.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 


PEOPLE

Thanks be to God.  
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