
Easter Sunday  
April 4, 2021 

Welcome & Instructions 

Opening Acclamation  
Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is risen!
People The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Celebrant God of glory, by the raising of your Son you have broken the chains of death and hell: fill your 

Church with faith and hope; for a new day has dawned and the way to life stands open in our 
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Song of Praise: Pascha Nostrum 
Alleluia! Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; * 
    therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, * 
    but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; * 
    death no longer has dominion over him. 
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; * 
    but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 
    and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia! 

The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray.  Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame 

death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy 
the day of the Lord's resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving 
Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen.

     Please be seated for the scripture readings.

The First Lesson: Isaiah 25:6-9 
Reader  A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 
On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of 

rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,



the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
for the Lord has spoken.
It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 
This is the Lord for whom we have waited; 
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 118, selected verses  Read in unison

Give thanks to God who is good; 
God’s mercy endures for ever. 
Let Israel now proclaim, 
“God’s mercy endures for ever.” 
God is my strength and my song, 
and has become my salvation. 
I shall not die, but live, 
and declare the works of God. 
The same stone which the builders rejected

has become the chief cornerstone.
This is God’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes.
On this day the Holy One has acted; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 16:1-8        The congregation stands.  

Reader  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Mark.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought 
spices, so that they might go and anoint Jesus. And very early on the first day of the week, when 
the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll 
away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” When they looked up, they saw that the 
stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a 
young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said 
to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has 
been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and 
Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” So they 
went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said 
nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.
Reader The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 



The Paschal Homily of St. John Chrysostom 
Read responsively, with the People reading the bold type.

Leader  Are you God's friend and lover? Rejoice in this glorious feast of feasts!
People  Are you God's servant, knowing God’s wishes? 

 Rejoice with your Master, share the divine joy!
Are you worn down with the labor of fasting? Now is your payday!
Have you been working since early morning? 
You will be paid fair and square.
Have you been here since the third hour? 
You can be thankful, you will be pleased.
If you came at the sixth hour, come up without fear, 
you will lose nothing.
Did you linger till the ninth hour? Come forward without hesitation.
Even if you came at the eleventh hour, have no fear. 

  It is not too late.
God is a generous employer, 
treating the last to come the same as the first arrival.
God gives to the one and gives to the other, 
honors the deed and praises the intention.
Join then, all of you, join in our Master's rejoicing!
You who were the first to come, you who came after, 
come now and collect your wages.
Rich and poor, sing and dance together.
You that are hard on yourselves, you that are easy, 
celebrate this day.
You that have fasted and you that have not, make merry today. 
The meal is ready, come and enjoy it.
The calf is a fat one, you will not go away empty. 
There's hospitality for all, and to spare.
No more apologizing for your poverty, the Kingdom belongs to us all.
No more bewailing your failings, forgiveness has come 
from the grave.
No more fears of your dying, the death of our Savior has freed us from fear.
Death played the master, but Jesus has mastered death.
Isaiah the Prophet knew this would happen, 
and he cried, "Death was angered when it met you in the pit!"
Death was angered, for it was defeated. 
Death was angered, for it was mocked.
Death was angered, for it was abolished. 
It was angered, for it was overthrown.



It was angered, for it was bound in chains.   
Death swallowed a body and met God face to face. It took earth and 
encountered heaven. It took what was seen and fell upon the unseen.
O Death, where is your sting? 
O Grave, where is your victory?
Christ is risen and you are overthrown. Christ is risen and Evil has fallen.
Christ is risen and the angels rejoice. Christ is risen and life reigns.
Christ is risen and not one dead remains in the tomb.
Christ is risen indeed from the dead, the first of all who 
had fallen asleep. 
Glory and power to Jesus Christ for ever and ever! Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Homily               The Rev. Dr. Miranda K. Hassett

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows 
Celebrant Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into 

his death, and raised with him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, now that 
our Lenten observance is ended, to renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy 
Baptism, by which we once renounced Satan and all his works, and promised to serve 
God faithfully in God’s holy catholic church. 

Blessing of the Waters       The congregation stands. 
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Celebrant We thank you,  Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in 

the beginning of creation.Through it you led the children of Israel out of their 
bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism 
of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, 
through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.

Reader We thank you, Holy One, for our local waters - for the Yahara River, and for our 
lakes, Mendota and Monona, Waubesa, Kegonsa and Wingra, whose waters flow out 
to the Rock River and then the great Mississippi.  We give thanks for the 
groundwater deep beneath our feet that sustains our daily life. We honor the native 
peoples who have loved and honored this land and these waters for millennia.  We 
lament the pollution of our water systems, and pray for the restoration of balance 
and health. 

Celebrant We thank you, Holy One, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in 
his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy 
Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those 



who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
Now sanctify this water we pray you by the power of your Holy Spirit;
that those who here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in 
the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever.

All AMEN. 

The Renewal of Vows              

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father?
People I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.
Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, 
and in the prayers ?

People I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return 

to the Lord?
People I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
People I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons,  loving your neighbor as yourself?
People I will, with God’s help.
Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, 

and respect the dignity of every human being?
People I will, with God’s help.
The Celebrant asperges the congregation, saying:  Remember that you are Baptized!



The Peace
Celebrant   Alleluia! The peace of the risen Christ be always with you.
All      And also with you. Alleluia!      
We greet one another, wishing one another the peace of Christ. 

At the Presentation of the Gifts    The congregation stands. 

Celebrant Grant that these gifts and all that we present to you may be multiplied, like the bread 
you blessed and broke, so that your sheep may be fed and the broken world healed. 
Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People      It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Celebrant   It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you 
for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true 
Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By 
his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us 
everlasting life.Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory 
of your Name:

People Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

The Celebrant continues, 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 
God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in 
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This 
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”, 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”



Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues,
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, loving God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify 
them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food 
and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your 
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, 
and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,  Almighty 
Father, now and for ever.  AMEN. 

The Lord’s Prayer      Please pray in the language of your heart, using one of these forms or another form. 

Celebrant As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

Traditional language:  
Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come,  
Thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Contemporary language: 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done,  
 on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.   
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
 who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours,   
 now and for ever.  Amen. 

Spanish version: 
Padre nuestro que estás en el cielo, 
santificado sea tu Nombre,  
Venga tu reino, hágase tu voluntad,  
En la tierra como en el cielo.  
Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada día. 
Perdona nuestras ofensas,  
 como también nosotros  
 perdonamos a los que nos ofenden.  
No nos dejes caer en tentación 
 y líbranos del mal.  
Porque tuyo es el reino, tuyo es el  
 poder, y tuyo es la gloria,  
Ahora y por siempre. Amén.  

Gender-neutral (New Zealand, adapted):  
Loving God, may your name be held holy, 
your reign spread among us, and your 
will be done well.  
With the bread we need for today, feed 
us. 
From all the binds and burdens us, free us 
and help us free others.  
In times of temptation and test, 
strengthen us. 
From trials too sharp to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, save us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power 
that is love, now and forever.  Amen.  



The Breaking of the Bread  & Invitation 
Celebrant  Alleluia, alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.   
People      Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia, alleluia! 
Celebrant  The gifts of God for the people of God.

Households are invited to approach the Eucharist tables one at a time, to receive the bread and wine. 
Please take the cup and wafers back to your seating area before removing your masks to consume them.  

Prayer After Communion         The congregation stands. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
People      God of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we were still far 

off you met us in your Son and brought us home. Dying and living, he 
declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. May 
we who share Christ's body live his risen life; we who drink his cup 
bring life to others; we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, so we and all your 
children shall be free, and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

The Blessing                    
Celebrant  The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd 

of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant, make you perfect in every good work 
to do God’s will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in God’s sight;  and the blessing of 
the holy and undivided Trinity, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, be upon you and remain with 
you always. Amen. 

Dismissal                                        
The Celebrant or Deacon dismisses the congregation.  
The People respond, Thanks be to God! Alleluia, alleluia! 

Easter Troparion      Verbal instructions will be given before we sing. 


