
The Second Sunday of Easter  
April 11, 2021 

Words of Welcome 

Silence


Gathering Hymn: “The strife is o’er”                            Hymn #208   

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

1 The strife is o'er, the battle done; the victory of life is won;
the song of triumph has begun.
Alleluia!

2 The powers of death have done their worst,
but Christ their legions has dispersed.
Let shouts of holy joy outburst.
Alleluia!

3 The three sad days are quickly sped; 
he rises glorious from the dead.
All glory to our risen Head.
Alleluia!

4 He closed the yawning gates of hell;
the bars from heaven's high portals fell.
Let hymns of praise his triumph tell.
Alleluia!

5 Lord, by the stripes which wounded thee,
from death's dread sting thy servants free,
that we may live and sing to thee.
Alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is risen!
People The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Celebrant God of glory, by the raising of your Son you have broken the chains of death and hell: fill 

your Church with faith and hope; for a new day has dawned and the way to life stands open 
in our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Song of Praise: “Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the Risen Lord” Hymn #178

Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the Risen Lord;
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his Name!

Come let us praise the living God,
Joyfully sing to our Savior. Chorus

The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 
All       And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray.  Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established 

the new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the 
fellowship of Christ's Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by 
their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

The First Reading: Acts 4:32-35 
Reader A reading from the book of the Acts of the Apostles. 
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed 
private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With 
great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great 
grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned 
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apos-
tles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 133 
1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, *
when kindred live together in unity!
2 It is like fine oil upon the head *
that runs down upon the beard,
3 Upon the beard of Aaron, *
and runs down upon the collar of his robe.
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4 It is like the dew of Hermon *
that falls upon the hills of Zion.
5 For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: *
life for evermore.

The Second Reading: John 20:19-31 
Reader   A reading from the gospel of John. 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, "Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you re-
tain the sins of any, they are retained."
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 
So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see 
the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his 
side, I will not believe."
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." Then he 
said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my 
side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to 
him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet have come to believe."
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 
of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Sermon                                  The Rev. Thomas McAlpine 

Office Hymn:  “Come away to the skies”                 Hymnal #213


1 Come away to the skies, my beloved, arise
and rejoice in the day thou wast born.
On this festival day, come exulting away,
and with singing to Zion return.

2 Now with singing and praise, let us spend all the days,
by our heavenly Father bestowed,
while his grace we receive from his bounty, and live
to the honor and glory of God.
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3 For the glory we were first created to share,
both the nature and kingdom divine!
Now created again that our lives may remain,
throughout time and eternity thine.

4 We with thanks do approve the design of that love
which hath joined us to Jesus' name;
so united in heart, let us nevermore part,
till we meet at the feast of the Lamb.

5 Hallelujah we sing, to our Father and King, 
and his rapturous praises repeat:
to the Lamb that was slain, hallelujah again,
sing, all heaven, and fall at his feet. 

The Prayers 

Celebrant We now enter a time of prayer. You may wish to bow your head, open your hands, or 
prepare your body for prayer in some other way. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Now, let us pray as God’s beloved children, using the prayer Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

The Prayers of the People      Send prayer requests to to prayers@stdunstans.com. 

Officiant Let us continue in prayer.  We will hold up our needs and blessings to God.  You
can speak your prayers out loud, type them into the Chat area, or hold them in 
your heart. As you are able, please hold others’ prayer requests before God in 
your heart as well. 
Let us pray for all churches and their leaders, and for all God’s people everywhere. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for all those in authority.  We pray especially for all public officials, for 
those working to alleviate the pandemic, for all those working for justice and equi-
ty, and for those you now name. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 
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Officiant Let us pray for all nations and peoples. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for the earth and the whole created order.

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for our local communities. We pray for all essential workers and
healthcare workers. This week I invite your prayers for ….  , and those whom you 
now name. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for those in any need or trouble, especially those on our parish prayer 
list: …. 

You are invited to name others in need of prayer, and to hold up your own strug-
gles to the light of God’s love.  

The people may offer additional names.

Officiant Let us pray for all who have died, and for those who mourn. We hold before you 
all those who have lost their lives to the pandemic, and all the bereaved. 

The people may offer additional names. 

Officiant Let us pray for our common life and work as God’s people. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Celebrant     O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in your great mercy, look  
with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover 
of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Birthday & Anniversary Blessings 
Birthday Prayer 

Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever they 
may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise 
them up if they fall; and in their hearts may thy peace which passeth understanding abide all the 
days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

For a Wedding Anniversary
Almighty God, giver of life and love, bless these people who now celebrate the anniversary of 
their marriage. Grant them wisdom and devotion in the ordering of their common life, that 
each may be to the other a strength in need, a counselor in perplexity, a comfort in sorrow, 
and a companion in joy. And so knit their wills together in your will and their spirits in your 
Spirit, that they may live together in love and peace all the days of their life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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The Peace
Celebrant   Alleluia! The peace of the risen Christ be always with you.
All      And also with you. Alleluia!      
We greet one another, wishing one another the peace of Christ.                   

The Blessing                    
Celebrant 

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd 
of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant, make you perfect in every good work 
to do God’s will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in God’s sight;  and the blessing of 
the holy and undivided Trinity, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 
with you always. Amen. 

Dismissal  
The Celebrant or Deacon dismisses the congregation. 
The People respond, Thanks be to God! Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Easter Troparion (sung three times, at increasing speed; bells may be rung)  
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