
The Fifth Sunday of Easter  
May 2, 2021 

Words of Welcome 

Silence


Gathering Hymn: “Now the green blade riseth”                     Hymn #204 
1 Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain,
Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
Love lives again, that with the dead has been:
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.

2 In the grave they laid Him, Love whom Hate had slain,
Thinking that never he would awake again,
Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.

3 Forth He came at Easter, like the risen grain,
He that for three days in the grave had lain;
Quick from the dead our risen Lord is seen:
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.

4 When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
Thy touch can call us back to life again,
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green.
     

Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is risen!
People The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Celebrant God of glory, by the raising of your Son you have broken the chains of death and hell: fill 

your Church with faith and hope; for a new day has dawned and the way to life stands open 
in our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Song of Praise: “Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the Risen Lord” Hymn #178

Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the Risen Lord;
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his Name!

Come let us praise the living God,
Joyfully sing to our Savior. Chorus

The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 
All       And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray.  Loving God, you sent your Son into the world that we might live 

through him. May we abide in his risen life so that we may bear the fruit of love 
for one another and know the fulness of joy.  Amen. 

The First Reading: 1 John 4:7-21 
Reader   A reading from the first letter of John. 
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God 
and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God's love was 
revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live 
through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love 
one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is 
perfected in us.
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we 
have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God abides 
in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known 
and believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been 
perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, 
so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to 
do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he 
first loved us. Those who say, "I love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for 
those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they 
have not seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love 
their brothers and sisters also.
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 22:24-30 
My praise is of you in the great assembly; * 

I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship you.
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The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek you shall praise you: * 
“May your heart live for ever!”

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to you, * 
and all the families of the nations shall bow before you.

For yours is the royal power, O God; * 
you rule over the nations.

To you alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 
all who go down to the dust fall before you.

My soul shall live for you; my descendants shall serve you; * 
they shall be known as yours for ever.

They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 
the saving deeds that you have done.

The Gospel Reading: John 15:1-8 
Reader   A reading from the gospel of John. 
Jesus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes 
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear 
more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me 
as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, nei-
ther can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in 
me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does 
not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown 
into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you 
wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and be-
come my disciples.”
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Sermon                                     Heidi Anderson 

Office Hymn:  “I am here in the heart of God”                 
This beautiful chant by New Thought song leader and composer Erin McGaughan was arranged as a call and 
echo song by Chanda Rule and shared at a Music that Makes Community event in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

The Prayers 

Celebrant We now enter a time of prayer. You may wish to bow your head, open your hands, or 
prepare your body for prayer in some other way. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Now, let us pray as God’s beloved children, using the prayer Jesus taught us.
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Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

The Prayers of the People      Send prayer requests to to prayers@stdunstans.com. 

Officiant Let us continue in prayer.  We will hold up our needs and blessings to God.  You
can speak your prayers out loud, type them into the Chat area, or hold them in 
your heart. As you are able, please hold others’ prayer requests before God in 
your heart as well. 
Let us pray for all churches and their leaders, and for all God’s people everywhere. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for all those in authority.  We pray especially for all public officials, for 
those working to alleviate the pandemic, for all those working for justice and equi-
ty, and for those you now name. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for all nations and peoples. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for the earth and the whole created order.

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for our local communities. We pray for all essential workers and
healthcare workers. This week I invite your prayers for ….  , and those whom you 
now name. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for those in any need or trouble, especially those on our parish prayer 
list: …. 

You are invited to name others in need of prayer, and to hold up your own strug-
gles to the light of God’s love.  

The people may offer additional names.

Officiant Let us pray for all who have died, and for those who mourn. We hold before you 
all those who have lost their lives to the pandemic, and all the bereaved. 

The people may offer additional names. 

Officiant Let us pray for our common life and work as God’s people. 
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The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Celebrant     O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in your great mercy, look  
with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover 
of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Peace
Celebrant   Alleluia! The peace of the risen Christ be always with you.
All      And also with you. Alleluia!      
We greet one another, wishing one another the peace of Christ.                   

The Blessing                    
Celebrant 

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd 
of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant, make you perfect in every good work 
to do God’s will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in God’s sight;  and the blessing of 
the holy and undivided Trinity, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 
with you always. Amen. 

Dismissal  
The Celebrant or Deacon dismisses the congregation. 
The People respond, Thanks be to God! Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Easter Troparion (sung three times, at increasing speed; bells may be rung)  
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