
The Third Sunday after Pentecost 
June 13, 2021

Welcome 

Gathering Hymn: “Fairest Lord Jesus”            Hymn #383 

1 Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature, 
O thou of God and man the Son, 
Thee will I cherish, thee will I honor, 
thou, my soul's glory, joy, and crown.

2 Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands, 
robed in the blooming garb of spring: 
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, 
who makes the woeful heart to sing.

3 Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight, 
and all the twinkling starry host: 
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer, 
than all the angels heaven can boast.

Opening Verse, Confession & Absolution 
Officiant Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, and bring me to your 

holy hill and to your dwelling. Amen. 
Officiant Let us examine our lives in the presence of God, humbly confessing our sins and 

opening our hearts. I invite you to bow your head, or take some other posture of 
humility before God. 
A brief silence for reflection follows.  

Officiant Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

People Lord, have mercy. 
Officiant We have not loved you with our whole hearts. We have not loved our neighbors 

as ourselves. We are truly sorry, and we humbly repent.
People Christ, have mercy. 
Officiant For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we 

may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. 
People Lord, have mercy. 



The Priest pronounces absolution, saying,

Our God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  As a called 
and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by Christ’s authority, I declare to you the 
forgiveness of your sins. God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to abundance of life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Song of Praise                                                                            Hymn #379, verse 1 

God is Love; let Heaven adore him;
God is Love, let earth rejoice; 
Let creation sing before him 
And exalt him with one voice.
God who laid the earth’s foundation,
God who spread the heavens above,
God who breathes through all creation,
God is Love, eternal Love. 

The Collect of the Day 
Priest The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Priest Let us pray. Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and 

love, that through your grace we may proclaim your truth with boldness, and 
minister your justice with compassion; for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First Reading: 2 Cor 4:16-5:1, 5:6-10, 5:14-17 
Reader A reading from the second letter of Paul to the church in Corinth. 
So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is 
being renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal 
weight of glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what can be seen but at what 
cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. For we 
know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. So we are always confident; even though we know 
that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord -- for we walk by faith, not 
by sight.
Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the 
Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. For all of us must 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has 
been done in the body, whether good or evil.
For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; 
therefore all have died. And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for 
themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. From now on, therefore, we regard 



no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of 
view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 20 
May the Most High answer you in the day of trouble, * 

the Name of the God of Jacob defend you;
Send you help from the holy place * 

and strengthen you out of Zion;
Remember all your offerings * 

and accept your burnt sacrifice;
Grant you your heart’s desire * 

and prosper all your plans.
We will shout for joy at your victory and triumph in the Name of our God; * 

may the Most High grant all your requests.
Now I know that God gives victory to the anointed one; * 

out of the holy heaven God will answer, 
with a strong and victorious right hand.

Some put their trust in chariots and some in horses, * 
but we will call upon the Name of our God.

They collapse and fall down, * 
but we will arise and stand upright.

O God, give victory to our sovereign, * 
and answer us when we call.

The Gospel Reading: Mark 4:26-34 
Reader A reading from the Gospel according to Mark. 
Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and would 
sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The 
earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when 
the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”
He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for 
it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds 
on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts 
forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”
With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not 
speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples.
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 



Homily                   The Rev. John Rasmus 

The Prayers 

Priest We now enter a time of prayer. You may wish to bow your head, open your hands, or 
prepare your body for prayer in some other way. 

Priest The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Priest Now, let us pray as God’s beloved children, using the prayer Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

The Prayers of the People      Send prayer requests to to prayers@stdunstans.com. 

Officiant Let us continue in prayer.  We will hold up our needs and blessings to God.  You
can speak your prayers out loud, type them into the Chat area, or hold them in 
your heart. As you are able, please hold others’ prayer requests before God in 
your heart as well. 
Let us pray for all churches and their leaders, and for all God’s people everywhere. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for all those in authority. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for all nations and peoples. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for the earth and the whole created order.

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for our local communities. We pray for all essential workers and
healthcare workers. This week I invite your prayers for ….  , and those whom you 
now name. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for those in any need or trouble, especially those on our parish prayer 
list: …. 

You are invited to name others in need of prayer, and to hold up your own 
struggles to the light of God’s love.  

The people may offer additional names.
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Officiant Let us pray for all who have died, and for those who mourn. 

The people may offer additional names. 

Officiant Let us pray for our common life and work as God’s people. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Priest  Eternal God, creator and ruler of heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your 
people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Sharing of Blessings 

The Peace
Priest      The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All      And also with you!      
We greet one another, wishing one another the peace of Christ.                   

The Blessing                    
Priest  God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love, defend you on every side, 

and guide you in truth and peace; and the blessing God, the Holy and Undivided 
Trinity, be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 

Dismissal  
Officiant       Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God! 

Sending Hymn: “God of grace and God of glory”      Hymn #594 
1 God of grace and God of glory,
on thy people pour thy power;
crown thine ancient church's story,
bring her bud to glorious flower.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
for the facing of this hour,
for the facing of this hour.

2 Lo! the hosts of evil round us
scorn thy Christ, assail his ways!
From the fears that long have bound us
free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
for the living of these days,
for the living of these days.
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3 Cure thy children's warring madness;
bend our pride to thy control;
shame our wanton, selfish gladness,
rich in things and poor in soul.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
lest we miss thy kingdom's goal,
lest we miss thy kingdom's goal.

4 Save us from weak resignation
to the evils we deplore;
let the gift of thy salvation
be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
serving thee whom we adore,
serving thee whom we adore.


