
The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 22, 2021

Welcome 

Gathering Hymn: “We plow the fields and scatter”                         Hymn #291 

1 We plow the fields and scatter 
the good seed on the land, 
but it is fed and watered 
by God’s almighty hand. 
God sends the snow in winter, 
the warmth to swell the grain, 
the breezes, and the sunshine, 
and soft refreshing rain. 

 Refrain: 
 All good gifts around us are sent from heav’n above. 
 Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord for all his love.  

2 You only are the Maker 
of all things near and far. 
You paint the wayside flower, 
you light the evening star. 
The winds and waves obey you, 
by you the birds are fed; 
much more to us, your children, 
you give our daily bread. [Refrain] 

3 We thank you, then, Creator, 
for all things bright and good, 
the seed-time, and the harvest, 
our life, our health, our food. 
Accept the gifts we offer 
for all your love imparts, 
and what you most would welcome: 
our humble, thankful hearts. [Refrain] 

Opening Verse, Confession & Absolution 
Officiant Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, and bring me to your 

holy hill and to your dwelling. Amen. 
Officiant Let us examine our lives in the presence of God, humbly confessing our sins and 

opening our hearts. I invite you to bow your head, or take some other posture of 
humility before God. 
A brief silence for reflection follows.  



Officiant Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

People Lord, have mercy. 
Officiant We have not loved you with our whole hearts. We have not loved our neighbors 

as ourselves. We are truly sorry, and we humbly repent.
People Christ, have mercy. 
Officiant For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we 

may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. 
People Lord, have mercy. 
The Priest pronounces absolution, saying,

Our God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  As a called 
and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by Christ’s authority, I declare to you the 
forgiveness of your sins. God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to abundance of life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Song of Praise                                                                        Hymn #10, verses 1 & 2 
1 New every morning is the love
our wak’ning and uprising prove;
through sleep and darkness safely brought,
restored to life and power and thought.

2 New mercies, each returning day,
hover around us while we pray;
new perils past, new sins forgiven,
new thoughts of God, new hopes of heaven.

The Collect of the Day 
Priest The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Priest Let us pray. Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in 

unity by your Holy Spirit, may show forth your power among all peoples, to the 
glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Old Testament: 1 Kings 8: 1, 6, 22-30, 41-43 
Reader A reading from the first book of Kings. 
Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the leaders of the 
ancestral houses of the Israelites, before King Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord out of the city of David, which is Zion. Then the priests brought the ark 



of the covenant of the Lord to its place, in the inner sanctuary of the house, in the most holy 
place, underneath the wings of the cherubim. 
Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in the presence of all the assembly of Israel, 
and spread out his hands to heaven. He said, “O Lord, God of Israel, there is no God like you in 
heaven above or on earth beneath, keeping covenant and steadfast love for your servants who 
walk before you with all their heart, the covenant that you kept for your servant my father 
David as you declared to him; you promised with your mouth and have this day fulfilled with 
your hand. Therefore, O Lord, God of Israel, keep for your servant my father David that which 
you promised him, saying, ‘There shall never fail you a successor before me to sit on the throne 
of Israel, if only your children look to their way, to walk before me as you have walked before 
me.’ Therefore, O God of Israel, let your word be confirmed, which you promised to your 
servant my father David.
“But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Even heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain 
you, much less this house that I have built! Regard your servant’s prayer and his plea, 
O Lord my God, heeding the cry and the prayer that your servant prays to you today; that 
your eyes may be open night and day toward this house, the place of which you said, ‘My name 
shall be there,’ that you may heed the prayer that your servant prays toward this place. Hear 
the plea of your servant and of your people Israel when they pray toward this place; O hear in 
heaven your dwelling place; heed and forgive.
“Likewise when a foreigner, who is not of your people Israel, comes from a distant land 
because of your name —for they shall hear of your great name, your mighty hand, and your 
outstretched arm—when a foreigner comes and prays toward this house, then hear in heaven 
your dwelling place, and do according to all that the foreigner calls to you, so that all the 
peoples of the earth may know your name and fear you, as do your people Israel, and so that 
they may know that your name has been invoked on this house that I have built.
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Song of Faith: Psalm 84: 1-4, 9-10 
How dear to me is your dwelling, O God of hosts! * 
My soul has a desire and longing for your courts; 
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
The sparrow has found her a house
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young, * 
by the side of your altars, O God of hosts, my Ruler and my God.
Happy are they who dwell in your house; * 
they will always be praising you.
Happy are the people whose strength is in you; * 
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way.
For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, * 
and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God 
than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. 
For God is both sun and shield * 
and will give grace and glory.



The Epistle: Ephesians 6:10-20                               Translation: Hybrid of NRSV & Hart

Reader A reading from the letter to the church in Ephesus. 
Be empowered by the Lord and by the strength of his power. Put on the whole armor of God, 
so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. Because we are wrestling not 
against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the Archons, against the Powers, against the 
Cosmic Rulers of this present darkness, and against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the 
heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that on the evil day you might 
be able to resist and, having accomplished all things, take your stand. Take your stand, therefore, 
fastening the belt of truth around your waist, and donning the breastplate of justice, and pulling 
the straps under your feet in preparation for the good tidings of peace. Above all, take up the 
shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take 
the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. Pray in the Spirit 
at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and always persevere in 
supplication for all the saints. Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be given to 
me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in 
chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak. 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel: John 6:60-69 
Reader A reading from the Gospel according to John. 
When many of Jesus' disciples heard all this, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?” 
But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? 
Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? It is the spirit that 
gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. But among you 
there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not 
believe, and who was the one that would betray him. And he said, “For this reason I have told you that 
no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.”
Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. So Jesus asked 
the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of 
God.”
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Homily                                                       The Rev. Miranda Hassett

The Prayers 

Priest We now enter a time of prayer. You may wish to bow your head, open your hands, or 
prepare your body for prayer in some other way. 

Priest The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Priest Now, let us pray as God’s beloved children, using the prayer Jesus taught us.



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

The Prayers of the People      Send prayer requests to to prayers@stdunstans.com. 

Officiant Let us continue in prayer.  We will hold up our needs and blessings to God.  You
can speak your prayers out loud, type them into the Chat area, or hold them in 
your heart. As you are able, please hold others’ prayer requests before God in 
your heart as well. 
Let us pray for all churches and their leaders, and for all God’s people everywhere. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for all those in authority. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for all nations and peoples. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for the earth and the whole created order.

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for our local communities.

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for those in any need or trouble, especially those on our parish prayer 
list: …. 

You are invited to name others in need of prayer, and to hold up your own 
struggles to the light of God’s love.  

The people may offer additional names.

Officiant Let us pray for all who have died, and for those who mourn. 

The people may offer additional names. 

Officiant Let us pray for our common life and work as God’s people. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Priest  Eternal God, creator and ruler of heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your 
people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

mailto:prayers@stdunstans.com


Sharing of Blessings 

The Peace
Priest      The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All      And also with you!      
We greet one another, wishing one another the peace of Christ.                   

The Blessing                    
Priest  God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love, defend you on every side, 

and guide you in truth and peace; and the blessing God, the Holy and Undivided 
Trinity, be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 

Dismissal  
Officiant       Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God! 

Sending Hymn: “We are marching in the light of God”                                              
The verses and chorus of this hymn can be sung at the same time. If you’d like, you can sing the chorus 
while Deanna leads the verse, and sing the verse while Deanna sings the chorus! 

1. We are marching in the light of God, 
we are marching in the light of God;
We are marching in the light of God,
we are marching in the light of God.

We are marching, we are marching, 
we are marching in the light of God.
We are marching, we are marching,
we are marching in the light of God.

2. We are singing in the light of God...


