
The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 5, 2021

Welcome 

Gathering Hymn: “O for a thousand tongues to sing”                    Hymn #493  
Verses 1, 3, 5, 6 

1. O for a thousand tongues to sing
my dear Redeemer's praise,
the glories of my God and King,
the triumphs of his grace!

3. Jesus! the Name that charms our fears,
and bids our sorrows cease,
'tis music in the sinner's ears,
'tis life and health and peace.

5. Hear him, ye deaf; ye voiceless ones, 
Your loosened tongues employ;
Ye blind, behold, your savior comes;
And leap, ye lame, for joy! 

6. Glory to God and praise and love 
be now and ever giv’n,
by saints below and saints above,
the Church in earth and heaven.

Opening Verse, Confession & Absolution 
Officiant Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, and bring me to your 

holy hill and to your dwelling. Amen. 
Officiant Let us examine our lives in the presence of God, humbly confessing our sins and 

opening our hearts. I invite you to bow your head, or take some other posture of 
humility before God. 
A brief silence for reflection follows.  

Officiant Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

People Lord, have mercy. 
Officiant We have not loved you with our whole hearts. We have not loved our neighbors 

as ourselves. We are truly sorry, and we humbly repent.
People Christ, have mercy. 



Officiant For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we 
may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. 

People Lord, have mercy. 
The Priest pronounces absolution, saying,

Our God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  As a called 
and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by Christ’s authority, I declare to you the 
forgiveness of your sins. God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to abundance of life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Song of Praise - September                Hymnal #405, verses 3 & 4

Refrain: 
All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, 
All things wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all.

3. The cold wind in the winter, the pleasant summer sun,
the ripe fruits in the garden, God made them, every one.  

4. God gave us eyes to see them, and lips that we might tell
how great is God Almighty, who has made all things well. 

The Collect of the Day 
Priest The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Priest Let us pray. Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always 

resist the proud who confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those 
who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Epistle: James 2:1-10, 14-18 
Reader A reading from the letter of James. 
My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord 
Jesus Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if 
a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine 
clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” 
or, “Sit at my feet,” have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with 
evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the 
world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who 
love him? But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they 
who drag you into court? Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked 
over you?
You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as 
transgressors. For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable 
for all of it. 



What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can 
faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, 
“Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what 
is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. But someone will say, ‘You have 
faith and I have works.’ Show me your faith without works, and I by my works will show you 
my faith. 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

The Song of Faith: Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 
A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches,
and favor is better than silver or gold.
The rich and the poor have this in common:
the Lord is the maker of them all.
Whoever sows injustice will reap calamity,
and the rod of anger will fail.
Those who are generous are blessed,
for they share their bread with the poor.
Do not rob the poor because they are poor, or crush the afflicted at the gate;
for the Lord pleads their cause
and presses the life out of those who oppress them. 

The Gospel: Mark 7:31-37 
Reader A reading from the Gospel according to Mark.
Jesus returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in 
the region of the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his 
speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. He took him aside in private, away from 
the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. Then looking 
up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And immediately his 
ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered them to 
tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. They were 
astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to 
hear and the mute to speak.”
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Homily                                                       The Rev. Miranda Hassett

The Prayers 

Priest We now enter a time of prayer. You may wish to bow your head, open your hands, or 
prepare your body for prayer in some other way. 

Priest The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 



Priest Now, let us pray as God’s beloved children, using the prayer Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

The Prayers of the People      Send prayer requests to to prayers@stdunstans.com. 

Officiant Let us continue in prayer.  We will hold up our needs and blessings to God.  You
can speak your prayers out loud, type them into the Chat area, or hold them in 
your heart. As you are able, please hold others’ prayer requests before God in 
your heart as well. 
Let us pray for all churches and their leaders, and for all God’s people everywhere. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for all those in authority. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for all nations and peoples. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for the earth and the whole created order.

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for our local communities.

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for those in any need or trouble, especially those on our parish prayer 
list: …. 

You are invited to name others in need of prayer, and to hold up your own 
struggles to the light of God’s love.  

The people may offer additional names.

Officiant Let us pray for all who have died, and for those who mourn. 

The people may offer additional names. 

Officiant Let us pray for our common life and work as God’s people. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Priest  Eternal God, creator and ruler of heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your 
people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

mailto:prayers@stdunstans.com


Sharing of Blessings 

The Peace
Priest      The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All      And also with you!      
We greet one another, wishing one another the peace of Christ.                   

The Blessing                    
Priest  God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love, defend you on every side, 

and guide you in truth and peace; and the blessing God, the Holy and Undivided 
Trinity, be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 

Dismissal  
Officiant       Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God! 

Sending Hymn: “From thee all skill and science flow”                     Hymn #566  

1. From thee all skill and science flow,
all pity, care, and love,
all calm and courage, faith and hope:
O pour them from above.
Impart them, Lord, to each and all,
as each and all shall need,
to rise, like incense, each to thee,
in noble thought and deed.

2. And hasten, Lord, that perfect day
when pain and death shall cease,
and thy just rule shall fill the earth
with health and light and peace.
When ever blue the sky shall gleam, 
And ever green the sod,
And our rude work deface no more 
The handiwork of God. 


