
The Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 
October 31, 2021 

Welcome & Silence 

Gathering Hymn: “Lord of all hopefulness”                                Hymnal #482 

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,
Whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy, 
Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,
Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,
Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe,
Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray,
Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,
Your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace, 
Be there at our homing,  and give us, we pray,
Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,
Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm,
Be there at our sleeping,  and give us, we pray,
Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 

Opening Verse, Confession & Absolution 
Officiant Sow for yourselves righteousness; reap steadfast love; break up your fallow ground; for it 

is time to seek the Lord, that God may come and rain righteousness upon us. Amen. 
(Hosea 10:12) 

Let us examine our lives in the presence of God, humbly confessing our sins and opening 
our hearts. I invite you to bow your head, or take some other posture of humility before 
God. 

A brief silence for reflection follows.  

Officiant God the Creator and Source, Ruler of creation,
People have mercy upon us.
Officiant God the Incarnate Word, through whom all things were made,
People have mercy upon us.
Officiant God the Holy Spirit, who renews the face of the earth,
People have mercy upon us.
Officiant Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, creating and saving God,
People have mercy upon us.



Priest
God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen 
you in all goodness, and bring you to abundance of life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Song of Praise - October                          Hymnal #412, verses 2 & 5
2. Hail, wind and rain, loud blowing snowstorms, sing to the Lord a new song!

Flowers and trees, loud rustling dry leaves, sing to the Lord a new song!
God has done marvelous things; 
I too shall praise God with a new song! 

5. Classrooms and labs, loud boiling test tubes, sing to the Lord a new song!
Athlete and band, loud cheering people, sing to the Lord a new song!
God has done marvelous things; 
I too shall praise God with a new song!

The Collects of the Day  
Priest The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Priest Let us pray. God of widows and strangers, you protect the oppressed and forgotten and 
fill the hungry with good things. Give us open hearts and minds to respond with love to the world, 
caring for those for whom you care.  Amen. 

Loving God, you open your hand and scatter blessings upon all your children. Give us grateful hearts in 
times of plenty, and faithful hearts in times of want. Stir us with your Spirit, in this and every season of 
our lives, to use whatever you place in our hands to add to the world’s measure of hope, wholeness, 
and delight. We pray all this in the name of Christ, the Giver and the Gift.  Amen.

Scripture Drama: THE STORY OF RUTH
NARRATOR 1
During the days when the judges ruled, after God’s people had settled in the land but before there 
was a king in Israel, long before the time of Jesus, there was a famine in the land. The crops withered 
and there was not enough food for people or animals. 

NARRATOR 2
A man named Elimelech lived in Bethlehem in Judah, with his wife Naomi. He had two grown-up 
sons, Mahlon and Chilion. Because of the famine, they went to the country of Moab to live. Things 
were not as bad there, and the family settled down. Then Elimelech died, leaving Naomi as a widow. 
But her sons took care of her. They married Moabite women, named Orpah and Ruth. And the five of 
them lived together as a family for about ten years. 

NARRATOR 1
But then something terrible happened. Mahlon and Chilion, Naomi’s sons, both died. Only Naomi was 
left, without her sons or her husband. 

NAOMI
It’s time for me to return to my people, and to my homeland of Judah. I have heard that God has 
rescued God’s people and provided food for them. 

ORPAH
We will go with you, Mother. 



NAOMI
But you are a Moabite. This is your homeland, where your people are, my daughter

RUTH
Let us at least walk with you on the way. 

NARRATOR 2
So Naomi arose along with her daughters-in-law to return from Moab. They went along the road to 
return to the land of Judah. But when they came to cross from Moab into Judah, Naomi told her 
daughters-in-law to return home.

NAOMI
Go, turn back, each of you to the household of your mother. May the Lord deal faithfully with you - just 
as you have been faithful to your dead husbands, and to me. May God provide for you so that you 
may find security, each woman in the home of another husband.

NARRATOR 1
Then she kissed them, and they lifted up their voices and wept.

ORPAH [weeping]
No, instead we will return with you, to your people! 

NAOMI
Turn back, my daughters. Why would you go with me? There are no more sons in my womb, to be 
husbands for you! Go. I am too old for a husband. Even if I were to give birth to more sons tomorrow - 
would you wait until they grew up? Turn back, my daughters.

ORPAH
Stop talking like this! Who needs a husband?… 

NAOMI
Daughter, perhaps someday a woman will be able to work and own a home and stand on her own 
feet, without a man. But as the world is now, a woman needs a husband to be safe and make her way 
in the world. You should go home, and find another husband among your own people. After all, this 
tragedy is worse for me than it is for you. It seems that God is angry at me, with all my losses. 

ORPAH
Oh, Mother, I will miss you so much! 

NARRATOR 2
Orpah and Naomi lifted up their voices and wept again. Then Orpah set out on the way home -  but 
Ruth stayed with Naomi.

NAOMI
Look, your sister-in-law is returning to her people and her gods. Turn back after your sister-in-law.

RUTH
Don’t urge me to abandon you, to turn back from following you. Wherever you go, I will go; and 
wherever you stay, I will stay. Your people will be my people, and your God will be my God. Wherever 
you die, I will die, and there I will be buried. May the Lord do this to me and more so if even death 
separates me from you.

NAOMI
Oh!… Very well. If that is how it is, then we will speak no more about it. Come along, let’s go. 



NARRATOR 1
So both of them went along until they arrived at Bethlehem. When they arrived, the whole town was 
excited to see them.

TOWNSWOMAN
Can this be Naomi, who moved away ten years ago? 

NAOMI
Don’t call me Naomi, but call me Mara - which means, Bitter - for God has made me very bitter. I went 
away full, but the Lord has returned me empty. Why would you call me Naomi, when God has chosen 
to punish me?

NARRATOR 2
Naomi and Ruth had arrived at the beginning of the barley harvest. Now, Naomi had a respected 
relative, a man of worth, who was a distant cousin to her husband Elimelech. His name was Boaz. 

RUTH
Let me go out to the fields, and look for grain among what's left behind after the harvest. Perhaps 
some of the workers will allow me to follow behind them and search for the grain that they drop. 

NAOMI
Go, my daughter. 

NARRATOR 1
So Ruth went and gleaned the leftover grain in a barley field. By chance, it happened to be the 
portion of the field that belonged to Boaz, who was related to Elimelech. Just then Boaz arrived from 
Bethlehem. 

BOAZ
Hoy, workers! May God be with you!

OVERSEER
May the Lord bless you!

BOAZ
Who is that young woman? To whom does she belong?

OVERSEER
Oh, she’s a young Moabite woman, the one who returned with Naomi from the territory of Moab. She 
asked if she could gather up grain behind the harvesters. She arrived early this morning and has 
been on her feet all day, and has sat down only for a moment. 

BOAZ
Young woman! May I speak to you for a moment? … Listen, my daughter. Don’t go glean in another 
field; don’t go anywhere else. Instead, stay here, with the other young women who are gleaning in my 
field. I have ordered the young men to leave you alone. Whenever you’re thirsty, get a drink from our 
water jugs. 

NARRATOR 2
Ruth bowed down before Boaz, full of gratitude. 



RUTH
How is it that I’ve found favor in your eyes, that you notice me? I’m an immigrant, and a woman. 

BOAZ
Everything that you did for your mother-in-law after your husband’s death has been reported fully to 
me: how you left behind your father, your mother, and the land of your birth, and came to a people 
you didn’t know. May you receive a rich reward for your faithfulness from the Lord, the God of Israel, 
under whose wings you’ve come to seek refuge.

RUTH
May I continue to find favor in your eyes, sir, because you’ve comforted me and because you’ve 
spoken kindly to your female servant—even though I’m not one of your female servants.

NARRATOR 2
When mealtime came, Boaz invited Ruth to share the workers’ food. 

BOAZ
Come over here, eat some of the bread, and dip it in the vinegar.

NARRATOR 1
So Ruth sat with the harvesters, and he served roasted grain to her. She ate enough to fill her belly, 
and had leftovers. Then she got up to continue gleaning, seeking spilled grain. 
Then Boaz gave an order to his young men - speaking quietly so she would not hear. 

BOAZ 
Let her glean between the bundles of barley, and don’t humiliate her. And pull some barley out from 
the bales for her to find. And don’t scold her!

NARRATOR 2
Ruth gleaned in the field until evening. Then she threshed what she had gleaned; it was about an 
ephah of barley. She picked it up and went into town. Her mother-in-law saw what she had gleaned, 
and the food she had left over from lunch. 

NAOMI
Where did you glean today? May the one who noticed you be blessed!

RUTH
The name of the man with whom I worked today is Boaz.

NAOMI [excited!]
May he be blessed by God! Perhaps God is faithful and merciful after all - to both the living and the 
dead. That man is one of our close relatives. 

RUTH
He said to me, ‘Stay with my workers until they’ve finished all of my harvest.’

NAOMI
It’s good, my daughter, that you go out with his young female servants, so that men don’t bother you 
in another field. He’ll look out for you, since he is a distant part of our family, and a good man. 

NARRATOR 1
So Ruth returned to Boaz’s field, gleaning there until the end of the barley and wheat harvests. One 
evening Naomi spoke to Ruth. 



NAOMI
My daughter, shouldn’t I seek security for you, so that things might go well for you? The barley 
harvest will be over soon, and we may starve if something doesn’t change. Now, Boaz is a relative of 
our family. By ancient law, he has the right to become your husband, since you are a widow. So 
here’s my plan for how to MAKE him take you as his wife. 

RUTH
I don’t understand - but I’m listening… 

NAOMI
Tonight there will be a celebration because it’s the end of the harvest. Take a bath, put on perfume, 
and wear your nicest clothes. Then go to the field where they'll be winnowing the last of the barley. 
Stay out of sight until the man has finished feasting and drinking. I hope he drinks a lot! When he lies 
down to sleep, go to him. Lie down next to him and get under his blanket. He’ll probably kiss you… 
and so on. And then in the morning, he’ll feel embarrassed about it, and he’ll feel like he HAS to 
marry you! 

RUTH [uncomfortable!]
Okay… I’ll do everything you are telling me. 

NARRATOR 1
So Ruth bathed, and dressed, and went to the threshing floor… just as her mother-in-law had ordered 
her. Boaz ate and drank, and he was in a good mood. He went over to lie down by the edge of the 
grain pile. Then Ruth quietly approached, pulled back the blanket, and lay down beside him. 

BOAZ [STARTLED!]
AAGHG! …. Who are you!?!

RUTH
I’m Ruth, your servant! Let me lie here with you. You are my dead husband’s kinsman, and you have 
the right to be a husband to me. 

BOAZ
Ruth, Ruth! May you be blessed by the Lord. All these weeks in the fields, you could have run after 
many handsome young men - rich or poor. Instead, you have come to me. I am neither young nor 
handsome, but I will take care of you - for I have seen that you are a woman of worth; and so has 
everyone who has met you. 

RUTH
Sir, you are so kind… 

BOAZ
Listen - it is true that I have the right of redemption for you, the right to take you as a wife because I 
am related to your dead husband. But there is another man in town who’s more closely related to 
Elimelech than I am. He has more right to marry you than I do. In the morning I’ll ask him if he will 
take you as his wife - and if he won’t, I will. But for now, settle down and get some rest. 

RUTH
This isn’t what Naomi said would happen…

BOAZ
Naomi is a good woman, but in this she was wrong. Go to sleep. I’ll wake you before dawn, while it’s 
still dark, and send you home. That way no one will see you and think you’ve been where you 
shouldn’t be.



NARRATOR 2
And so it was. Boaz woke Ruth early and sent her home before dawn - and he sent six measures of 
barley with her. When Ruth arrived at home, Naomi was excited to see her.

NAOMI
How are you, my daughter? What happened? Tell me all about it! 

RUTH
Nothing happened... and everything. He says that he’ll take me as his wife - if another man doesn’t 
want me. He was kind. And he gave me these six measures of barley. He said,  ‘Don’t go home 
empty-handed to your mother-in-law.’

NAOMI [pleased]
Sit tight, my daughter, until you know how it turns out! The man won’t rest until he resolves the matter 
today.

NARRATOR 1
Meanwhile, Boaz went and sat at the city gate. Just then, the other man with the right to marry Ruth 
came by. 

BOAZ
Sir! Come over here and sit down with me. 

MAN
Who, me? Oh - OK. But why?

BOAZ
Just a minute. Hey there! Elders of the town! You come sit with us too! We have business to do, and I 
need witnesses. 

NARRATOR 2
So ten elders of the town sat down with Boaz and the other man. 

BOAZ
Naomi, the widow of our kinsman Elimelech, has returned from the land of Moab. She is selling a field 
that belonged to Elimelech. Since you are Elimelech’s closest relation, you have the first right to buy it 
from her. So I thought I should let you know. If you don’t want it, I’m in line behind you, as the next 
closest family member. 

MAN
I’ll buy it! It’s good to keep land in the family, and I can always use another field.

BOAZ
Terrific! Of course, there is one other thing… 

MAN [suspicious] 
What other thing are you talking about?
BOAZ
Well, whoever buys the field also has to marry Ruth, the young widow of Elimelech’s son Mahlon. She 
has no children yet and needs a husband to look after her. You won’t mind that, of course? 

MAN



Of course I mind! By the laws of our people, if I have children with Ruth, they count as Mahlon’s 
children, not mine! I don't want to have to feed children who won’t carry on my name. Forget it!

NARRATOR 1
In Israel, in former times, this was the practice to confirm an agreement: A man would take off his 
sandal and give it to the other person. That made the transaction binding. 

MAN
You can have the land and the woman. Here’s my sandal!

BOAZ
Thank you! … Listen, everyone! Today you are all witnesses that I have bought the land that 
belonged to Elimelech from Naomi, his widow. And I have claimed Ruth the Moabite, the wife of 
Mahlon, to be my wife, and to preserve his inheritance so that his name may not be lost. You are 
witnesses!

CROWD We are witnesses! 

MAN
Hey, good luck, man! May God grant that this wife will bear you many children and build up God’s 
people! 

BOAZ
Thanks. That means a lot. 

NARRATOR 2
So Ruth became Boaz’s wife. She became pregnant, and gave birth to a son. When the baby was 
born, the women of the city celebrated with Naomi.

TOWNSWOMAN 
May the Lord be blessed, who has not left you alone! God will restore your life and sustain you in old 
age. Your daughter-in-law, who loves you, has given birth to a son! Ruth is a better child for you than 
seven sons of your own body. 

NARRATOR 1
Everyone was talking about the new baby, who was named Obed.

CROWD A son has been born to Naomi!

MAN
Wait a minute, I’m confused. Ruth gave birth to the baby. Boaz is its father. Mahlon, Ruth’s dead 
husband, also counts as its father, because of the laws our people. But how is this baby Naomi’s son, 
exactly? 

NAOMI
Because I had lost everything - all hope, all future, all joy. And now this baby gives it all back to me - 
hope, future, joy, all shining in his bright eyes. He is Ruth’s son, and Boaz’s, and Mahlon’s, and mine; 
and who loves him best, only God can know. 

NARRATOR 2
When Obed grew up, he became the father of Jesse - and the grandfather of King David, Israel’s 
great king. Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 
PEOPLE Thanks be to God! 



Song of Faith: Psalm 146:4-8, St. Helena Version 
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, * 

whose hope is in their God;
Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; * 

whose promise abides for ever;
Who gives justice to those who are oppressed * 

and food to those who hunger.
God sets the prisoners free and opens the eyes of the blind; * 

God lifts up those who are bowed down;
The Most High loves the righteous; the Most High cares for the stranger; * 

God sustains the orphan and widow, 
but frustrates the way of the wicked.

The Gospel: Mark 12:28-34 
Reader  A reading from the Gospel according to Mark. 
One of the scribes came near and heard the Saducees disputing with one another, and seeing that 
Jesus answered them well, he asked him, “Which commandment is the first of all?” Jesus answered, 
“The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is 
this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” 
Then the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him 
there is no other’; and ‘to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the 
strength,’ and ‘to love one’s neighbor as oneself,’ —this is much more important than all whole burnt 
offerings and sacrifices.” When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from 
the kingdom of God.” After that no one dared to ask him any question.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 
PEOPLE Thanks be to God! 

Shared Reflection  

The Northumbrian Creed 
People We believe and trust in God the Almighty.

We believe and trust in Jesus Christ his Son.
We believe and trust in the Holy Spirit.
We believe and trust in the Three in One. 

Prayers for the Climate Summit 

Garden Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray, using the prayer Jesus taught us. You may unmute yourself if you choose, and 
you may pray using any version of this prayer that is in your heart. 



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

Passing of the Peace 
Celebrant You shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills 

before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their 
hands. The peace of the Lord be always with you! 

People And also with you! 

Announcements 

The Blessing & Dismissal  
Celebrant Holy God, your mercy is over all your works,

and in the web of life each creature has its role and place.
We praise you for ocelot and owl, cactus and kelp, tide and topsoil. 
Give us humility to recognize all creatures as your beloved ones,
And share the bounty of creation with all our neighbors. 
And may the blessing of the Holy and Undivided Trinity be upon us, now and always. 
Amen. 

Officiant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God! 

Sending Song 
 From ghoulies and ghosties and long-leggedy beasties  
 and things that go BUMP! in the night,  
 Good Lord, deliver us! 


