
ADVENT IV WORSHIP 
December 19, 2021 

Words of Welcome

Gathering Hymn: “The angel Gabriel”                              Hymnal #265, verses 1, 2 & 3

1. The angel Gabriel from heaven came,
His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame;
"All hail,” said he, "thou lowly maiden Mary, 
Most highly favored lady.” Gloria!

2. “For know a blessed mother thou shalt be, 
All generations laud and honor thee, 
Thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold,
Most highly favored lady,” Gloria!

3. Then gentle Mary boldly raised her head. 
“With me be as it pleaseth God,” she said.
“My soul shall laud and magnify God’s holy name!”
Most highly favored lady, gloria!

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath  
Officiant    In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord. 
People  Make straight in the desert a pathway for our God. 
Reader People of God: prepare!  God, above all, maker of all, is one with  
  us in Christ. God, the mighty God, bends down in love to earth.  
  God with us, God beside us, comes into the world that God has  
  made.   
All four Advent candles are lit.  
Celebrant    Let us pray.  
People  Purify our conscience,  Almighty God, by your daily  
  visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may  
  find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and  
  reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,  
  now and forever.  Amen.  



SONG:  “O come, O come, Emmanuel,” verses 7 & 8	       Hymnal #56 
7. O come, Desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of humankind; 
bid thou our sad divisions cease, and be thyself our King of Peace. 

Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

8. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

The Confession & Absolution           
Officiant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
A substantial silence for reflection is kept. 

Officiant Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations into the peace of your 
kingdom: Lord, have mercy.  

People Lord, have mercy. 
Officiant You come in word and sacrament to strengthen us in holiness: Christ, 

have mercy. 
People Christ, have mercy. 
Officiant You will come in glory with salvation for all your people: Lord, have 

mercy. 
People Lord, have mercy. 
Celebrant 
The almighty and merciful God grant us pardon and remission of all our sins, renewal of 
life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The First Reading: Micah 5:2-5a 
Reader   A reading from the book of the prophet Micah. 
You, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.
Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return 

to the people of Israel.
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 

to the ends of the earth;
and he shall be the one of peace.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches. 
People Thanks be to God.



Psalm 80:1-7 (ICEL version)  
Hear us, Shepherd of Israel, leader of Joseph’s flock. 
From your throne on the cherubim, 
shine out for Ephraim, for Benjamin and Manasseh. 
Gather your strength, come, save us! 

Restore to us, God, the light of your presence,
And we shall be saved. 
How long, Lord God of might, will you smolder with rage, 
Despite our prayers? 
For bread you feed us tears; we drink them by the barrel.  Continued
You let our neighbors mock us, our enemies scorn us. 

Restore to us, God of might, the light of your presence,
And we shall be saved.

The Gospel Reading: Luke 1:26-45                           
Reader A reading from the Gospel according to Luke. 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said 
to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He 
will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary said 
to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to 
be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old 
age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For 
nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it 
be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches. 
People Thanks be to God.

Response: The Magnificat (CEB, alt.), Luke 1:46-55             
 This text is Mary’s song of praise and hope. 

With all my heart I glorify the Lord! 
In the depths of who I am I rejoice in God my savior. 
For God has looked with favor on the low status of his servant. 
Look! From now on, everyone will consider me highly favored, 
because the Mighty One has done great things for me. 
Holy is his name!
His mercy is for generation upon generation 
of those who honor him as God. 
He has shown strength with his arm. Continued 



He has scattered those with arrogant thoughts 
and proud inclinations.

He has pulled the powerful down from their thrones 
        and lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things 
    and sent the rich away empty-handed. 
He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, 
        remembering his mercy, 
just as he promised to our ancestors, 
        to Abraham and to Abraham’s descendants forever.

Homily                  The Rev. Miranda Hassett

The Prayers 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant As we pray together, you may unmute yourself if you choose, and you may pray 
using any version of this prayer that is in your heart. If you prefer to pray in silence, you can 
also turn off the sound on your computer as you pray. Now, let us pray as God’s beloved 
children, using the prayer Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. 
Amen.

The Prayers of the People for Advent Susanne Watson Epting, alt. 

To add a name to our prayer list at any time, or to join the email group that holds the community’s 
concerns in prayer, email prayers@stdunstans.com . 

Officiant 
Let us pray together, saying, “Stay with us while we wait.” 

For the church that watches and waits for you, Lord Christ. 

The people add their prayers for the church, silently or aloud.

God who has come and is coming again,
Stay with us while we wait.

For our nation and its leaders. 

The people add their prayers for the country and those in authority, silently or aloud.

God who has come and is coming again,
Stay with us while we wait.

For the welfare of all nations and peoples. 

The people add their prayers for the whole world, silently or aloud.
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God who has come and is coming again,
Stay with us while we wait.

For the earth and the whole created order.  

The people add their prayers for the whole world, silently or aloud.

God who has come and is coming again,
Stay with us while we wait.

For our local communities. 

     The people add prayers for the concerns and gifts of the local community, silently or aloud.

God who has come and is coming again,
Stay with us while we wait.

For all who suffer from any need or trouble.
We pray especially for those on our parish prayer list: … 
And for those we now name… 

     The people add their prayers for those who suffer in body, mind or spirit, silently or aloud.

God who has come and is coming again,
Stay with us while we wait.

For the special needs and concerns, hopes and thanksgivings of this gathered community. 

      The people add their prayers silently or aloud.

      God who has come and is coming again,
      Stay with us while we wait.

For those who have died, and those who mourn. 

     The people add their prayers for those who have died, silently or aloud.

      God who has come and is coming again,
      Stay with us while we wait.

Celebrant
O Lord, you have set before us the great hope that your kingdom shall come on earth, and have 
taught us to pray for its coming: Give us grace to discern the signs of its dawning, and to work 
for the perfect day when your will shall be done on earth as it is in heaven; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant In the tender mercy of our God, 

the Dayspring from on high shall break upon us,  
to give light to those who dwell in the shadow of death,  
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you!

People And also with you! 
We greet one another, wishing one another the peace of Christ. 



Announcements 

The Blessing & Dismissal  
Celebrant May Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 

scatter the shadows from before your path, 
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, Source, Word, and Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

Officiant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God! 

Sending Song: “Advent Lullaby”  

Lullaby, lullaby, wait till tomorrow, 
Lullaby, lullaby, wait till tomorrow, 
When Love will come, when Love will come.

Lullaby, lullaby, God comes tomorrow, 
Lullaby, lullaby, God comes tomorrow,
And God is here, and God is here. 


