
Welcome 

 
Opening Acclamation 
Officiant    ‘Do I not fill heaven and earth?’ says the Lord. 
All Now the Word is made flesh and laid in a narrow manger. 
Officiant From eternity to eternity you are God, 
All and now we see you as a newborn child. 

Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 
All       And also with you. 
Celebrant O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity 

of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled 
himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Song of Praise: “Love came down at Christmas”            Hymnal #84, verses 1 & 3 

Love came down at Christmas,
Love all lovely, love divine;
Love was born at Christmas,
Star and angels gave the sign.

Love shall be our token,
Love be yours and love be mine,
Love to God and to neighbor,
Love for plea and gift and sign. 

The First Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-14 
Reader   A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah. 
Thus says the Lord:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say, 

"Save, O Lord, your people, the remnant of Israel."
See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 

and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor, together;  

a great company, they shall return here.
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With weeping they shall come, 
and with consolations I will lead them back,

I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;

for I have become a father to Israel, 
and Ephraim is my firstborn.

Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, 
and declare it in the coastlands far away;

say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him, 
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock."

For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, 
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.

They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord,

over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 
and over the young of the flock and the herd;

their life shall become like a watered garden, 
and they shall never languish again.

Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 
and the young men and the old shall be merry.

I will turn their mourning into joy, 
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.

I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,

Reader The word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God. 

Homily                                                The Rev. Miranda Hassett

Invitation to Noticing  

Reading 1: Advent Calendar (Rowan Williams, b. 1950)  

Reading 2: BC : AD  (U. A. Fanthorpe, 1929 - 2009) 

The Gospel Reading: Luke 2:41-52                              
Reader A reading from the Gospel according to Luke. 
The parents of Jesus went to Jerusalem every year for the festival of the Passover. And when he was twelve 
years old, they went up as usual for the festival. When the festival was ended and they started to return, the 
boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. Assuming that he was in the group of 
travelers, they went a day's journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. When 
they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. After three days they found him in the 
temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were 
amazed at his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother 
said to him, "Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in 
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great anxiety." He said to them, "Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my 
Father's house?" But they did not understand what he said to them. Then he went down with them and came 
to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart.
And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.
Reader The word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

Reading 3: A Tale Begun (Wislawa Szymborska, 1923 - 2012) 

Reading 4: Housewarming  (Thomas R. Smith,  b. 1948)  

Reading 5: The Last Word (G.K. Chesterton, 1874 - 1936) 
Good news; but if you ask me what it is, I know not;
It is a track of feet in the snow,
It is a lantern showing a path,
It is a door set open.

Sharing what we noticed (time permitting) 

The Prayers 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant As we pray together, you may unmute yourself if you choose, and you may pray using any 
version of this prayer that is in your heart. If you prefer to pray in silence, you can also turn off the 
sound on your computer as you pray. Now, let us pray as God’s beloved children, using the prayer 
Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

The Prayers of the People        The people respond with the text in bold. 

Officiant In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
 There was no room for your Son in the inn. 

Protect with your love those who have no home, and all who live in poverty. 
Holy God, 

People  hear our prayer. 
Officiant Your Christ came as a light shining in the darkness. 

Bring comfort to all who suffer in the sadness of our world,
especially those whom we name now, out loud or in our hearts: …. 
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The people may name those who are suffering. 

Officiant Holy God, 
People  hear our prayer.  

Officiant Angels sang, ‘Peace to God’s people on earth.’ 
Strengthen those who work for peace and justice in our nation and the world. 
Holy God, 

People  hear our prayer. 
Officiant Strangers welcomed the Holy Family. Bless our homes and all those with whom 

we share our lives, and help us show kindness whenever we can. 
Holy God, 

People hear our prayer. 
Officiant Heaven is come down to earth, and earth is raised to heaven. 

Hold in your hand all those who have passed through death in the hope of your 
coming kingdom, especially those whom we miss tonight: ….
The people may name their beloved dead.  

Officiant Holy God, 
People  hear our prayer.     

Officiant Christians the world over celebrate Christ’s birth. 
Open our hearts that God may be born in us today. 
Holy God, 

People  hear our prayer.  

Celebrant At this time I invite people to share any particular prayer requests, needs, 
concerns, blessings, or thanksgivings with the assembly, out loud or in the chat. 

There is a pause while people are invited to share their prayer requests. 

Celebrant  Loving God, angels and shepherds worshipped the newborn King.  
Receive the worship we offer in fellowship with Mary, Joseph and the 
saints through the One who is your Word made flesh, our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

The Peace
Celebrant      Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and his name shall be called the 

     Prince of Peace.  The peace of the Lord be always with you! 
All          And also with you!

Announcements 
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Reading 6: “Ring Out,  Wild Bells”               Alfred, Lord Tennyson; 
           altered & expanded by Pamela Grenfell Smith

First Reader Ring out, wild bells, to the wild, wild sky,
   the flying cloud, the frosty light! 
   The year is dying in the night. 
   Ring out, wild bells, and let it die! 
   Ring out the old, ring in the new, 
   ring, happy bells, across the snow! 
People   The year is going - let it go. 
   Ring out the false, ring in the true!  

Second Reader Ring out our selfish, heedless waste, 
   the shattered trees, the poisoned earth. 
   Ring in new joy at nature!s worth, 
   new trust in God!s indwelling grace. 
   Ring out the shame that turns our eyes 
   from suffering creatures, ruined streams. 
People   Ring in new roots for human dreams 
   in livelihoods grown just and wise. 

Third Reader Ring out the want, the care, the sin,
The faithless coldness of the times;
Ring out, ring out thy mournful rhymes,
But ring a fuller music in. 
Ring out false pride in place and blood,
The civic slander and the spite;

People Ring in the love of truth and right,
Ring in the common love of good.

Fourth Reader Ring out the grief that saps the mind,
For those that here we see no more,
Ring out the feud of rich and poor,
Ring in redress to humankind.
Ring out the engines of deceit,
the rage for power, the lust for gold.

People Ring out the thousand wars of old.
Ring in, ring in the world at peace!

The Blessing & Dismissal 
Celebrant The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
Officiant    Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 
People     Thanks be to God!
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Sending Hymn: “O God, Our Help In Ages Past”        Hymnal #680
  
    
1 O God, our help in ages past,  our hope for years to come, 
our shelter from the stormy blast,  and our eternal home;

2 under the shadow of thy throne thy saints have dwelt secure. 
Sufficient is thine arm alone,  and our defense is sure.

3 Before the hills in order stood, or earth received her frame,
from everlasting thou art God, to endless years the same.

4 A thousand ages in thy sight are like an evening gone, 
short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun.

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, bears all our years away. 
they fly forgotten, as a dream dies at the op’ning day.

6 O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,
Be thou our guide while life shall last,  and our eternal home.
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