
Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
Annual Meeting Sunday  

January 23, 2022 

Words of Welcome 

Gathering Hymn: “O for a thousand tongues to sing”  
Hymnal #493, verses 1 - 3, 6

1 O for a thousand tongues to sing
my dear Redeemer's praise,
the glories of my God and King,
the triumphs of his grace!

2 My gracious Master and my God,
assist me to proclaim,
And spread through all the earth abroad
the honors of thy name.

3 Jesus! the name that charms our fears,
and bids our sorrows cease,
'tis music in the sinner's ears,
'tis life and health and peace.

6 Glory to God and praise and love
be now and ever given
by saints below and saints above,
the Church in earth and heaven.

The Confession & Absolution          

Officiant 
Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our heavenly Father, 
to set forth God’s praise, to hear the holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on behalf of 
others, those things that are necessary for our life and our salvation.  And so that we may pre-
pare ourselves in heart and mind for worship, let us with penitent and obedient hearts confess 
our sins against God and our neighbors.
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A substantial silence for reflection is kept. 

Officiant You raise the dead to life in the Spirit:
Lord, have mercy.

People Lord, have mercy.
Officiant You bring pardon and peace to the broken in heart:

Christ, have mercy.
People Christ, have mercy.
Officiant You make one by your Spirit the torn and divided:

Lord, have mercy.
People Lord, have mercy.
Celebrant The almighty and merciful God grant us pardon and remission of all our 

sins, renewal of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Rise, O shine, for your light has come! For, look, darkness covers the earth, and 
gloom enshrouds the peoples; but the glory of the LORD has dawned upon us. 

Song of the Season: “I Am Sending You Light”      Melanie DeMore

The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 
All       And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray.  In You, O Lord our God, we find our joy, for through your law and 

your prophets you formed a people in mercy and freedom, in justice and right-
eousness. Pour your Spirit on us today, that we who are Christ’s body may bear 
the good news of your ancient promises to all who seek you.  Amen. 

Homily Introduction 

The First Reading: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-12 
Reader   A reading from the book of Nehemiah. 
All the people of Israel gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the 
scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. Accord-
ingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who 
could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. He read from it 
facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of 
the men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were 
attentive to the book of the law. And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he 
was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. Then Ezra 
blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, "Amen, Amen," lifting up their 
hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. So 
they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that 
the people understood the reading.
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And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who 
taught the people said to all the people, "This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn 
or weep." For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. Then he said to them, 
"Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom 
nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the 
Lord is your strength.” So the Levites stilled all the people, saying, ‘Be quiet, for this day is holy; 
do not be grieved.’ And all the people went their way to eat and drink and to send portions 
and to make great rejoicing, because they had understood the words that were declared to 
them.
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Reflection  
 
Psalm 19 (ICEL Translation)  
1 The sky tells the glory of God,
Tells the genius of God’s work. 
2 Day carries the news to day, 
Night brings the message to night, 
3 Without a word, without a sound, 
Without a voice being heard, 
4 Yet their message fills the world,
Their news reaches its rim. 
5 There God has pitched a tent
For the sun to rest and rise renewed
Like a bridegroom rising from bed,
An athlete eager to run the race.
6 It springs from the edge of the earth, 
Runs a course across the sky 

to win the race at heaven’s end.
Nothing on earth escapes its heat. 
7 God’s perfect law revives the soul.
God’s stable rule guides the simple.
8 God’s just demands delight the heart.
God’s clear command sharpen vision.
9 God’s faultless decrees stand for ever. 
God’s right judgments keep their truth. 
10 Their worth is more than gold, the purest gold;
Their taste richer than honey, sweet from the comb. 
11 Keeping them makes me rich, they bring me light;
12 Yet faults hide within us. Forgive me mine!
13 Keep my pride in check, break its grip;
I shall be free of blame for deadly sin. 
14 Keep me, thought and word, in your good grace;
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Book of Common Prayer version: 
1 The heavens declare the glory of God, * 
and the firmament shows his handiwork.
2 One day tells its tale to another, * 
and one night imparts knowledge to another.
3 Although they have no words or language, * 
and their voices are not heard,
4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 
and their message to the ends of the world.
5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * 
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his 
chamber; 
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the 
heavens 
and runs about to the end of it again; * 
nothing is hidden from its burning heat. … 
14 Let the words of my mouth and the 
meditation of my heart 
be acceptable in your sight, * 
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.



Lord, you are my savior, you are my rock. 

Reflection 

The Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
Reader   A reading from Paul’s first letter to the church in Corinth.
Christ is just like the human body—a body is a unit and has many parts; and all the parts of the 
body are one body, even though there are many.  We were all baptized by one Spirit into one 
body, whether Jew or Greek, or slave or free, and we all were given one Spirit to drink. Cer-
tainly the body isn’t one part but many. If the foot says, “I’m not part of the body because I’m 
not a hand,” does that mean it’s not part of the body? If the ear says, “I’m not part of the body 
because I’m not an eye,” does that mean it’s not part of the body? If the whole body were an 
eye, what would happen to the hearing? And if the whole body were an ear, what would happen 
to the sense of smell? But as it is, God has placed each one of the parts in the body just like he 
wanted. If all were one and the same body part, what would happen to the body? But as it is, 
there are many parts but one body. So the eye can’t say to the hand, “I don’t need you,” or in 
turn, the head can’t say to the feet, “I don’t need you.” Instead, the parts of the body that peo-
ple think are the weakest are the most necessary. The parts of the body that we think are less 
honorable are the ones we honor the most. The private parts of our body that aren’t pre-
sentable are the ones that are given the most dignity. The parts of our body that are pre-
sentable don’t need this. But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the part 
with less honor so that there won’t be division in the body and so the parts might have mutual 
concern for each other. If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it; if one part gets the glory, 
all the parts celebrate with it.  You are the body of Christ and parts of each other. In the 
church, God has appointed first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then 
gifts of healing, the ability to help others, leadership skills, different kinds of tongues.  All aren’t 
apostles, are they? All aren’t prophets, are they? All aren’t teachers, are they? All don’t perform 
miracles, do they?  All don’t have gifts of healing, do they? All don’t speak in different tongues, 
do they? All don’t interpret, do they? Use your ambition to try to get the greater gifts. 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Reflection  

The Gospel Reading: Luke 4:14-21 
Reader   A reading from the gospel of Luke. 
Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread 
through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by 
everyone.
When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the 
sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
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because he has anointed me 
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."
And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the 
synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, "Today this scripture has been ful-
filled in your hearing."
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Reflection  

The Prayers 
Officiant We now enter a time of prayer. You may wish to bow your head, open your hands, or 

prepare your body for prayer in some other way. 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Now, let us pray as God’s beloved children, using the prayer Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

The Prayers of the People              Send prayer requests to to prayers@stdunstans.com. 

Officiant Let us continue in prayer.  We will hold up our needs and blessings to God.  You
can speak your prayers out loud, type them into the Chat area, or hold them in 
your heart. As you are able, please hold others’ prayer requests before God in 
your heart as well. 

Officiant Let us pray for all churches and their leaders, and for all God’s people everywhere. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for all those in authority. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for all nations and peoples. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for the earth and the whole created order.
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The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for our local communities.

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for those in any need or trouble, especially those on our parish prayer 
list: ….   You are invited to name others in need of prayer, and to hold up your 
own struggles to the light of God’s love.  

The people may offer additional names.

Officiant Let us pray for all who have died, and for those who mourn. 

The people may offer additional names. 

Officiant Let us pray for our common life and work as God’s people. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Celebrant Lord God, the bright splendor whom the nations seek: may we who with the wise 
men have been drawn by your light, discern the glory of your presence in the 
Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Savior. Guide and sustain us, that we may find 
our journey’s end in him. Amen. 

Sharing of Blessings 

The Peace
Celebrant     We are the body of Christ.

In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body.
Let us then pursue all that makes for peace
and builds up our common life.
The peace of the Lord be always with you! 

All    And also with you! 

Announcements 

The Commissioning of God’s People  
In this season of Epiphany, as we recall Christ revealed to all peoples, we are called by God to share Christ’s 
love through our own daily living. In this season, we commission ourselves and one another to fulfill our callings, 
supported by the Holy Spirit.  We will honor different broad categories of vocation, work or life path/phase 
each week. You are invited to hold up your hands or stand for any or all of the commissionings which reflect 
the work you do in the world. 

Priest   Now there are a variety of gifts but the same Spirit. 
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People  There are a variety of services but the same Lord. 
Priest    There are many parts within the one Body. 
People  There are many splendors within one Light. 

JANUARY 23
Priest
For all who by choice or by circumstance are in transition, seeking work or a path to follow; all for 
whom disability or health challenges make it difficult to pursue their vocation; all who suffer the anxi-
ety of unemployment, or seek more stable or fulfilling work; all those who in their seasons of dis-
cernment and quietness seek God’s will for their lives and mirror God’s resting on the seventh day. 

People We commission you to this work and pledge to you our prayers, encour
agement and support. 

The Blessing & Dismissal 
Celebrant     May the light of the glorious gospel of Christ shine in our hearts and fill our lives 

with joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, Creator, Redeemer, and Sus-
tainer, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen!  

Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God! 

Sending Hymn:  “Singing songs of expectation”           Hymnal #527

1 Singing songs of expectation,
Onward goes the pilgrim band,
Through the night of doubt and sorrow,
Marching to the promised land.
Clear before us through the darkness
Gleams and burns the guiding light:
Trusting God we march together
Stepping fearless through the night.

2 One the light of God's own presence,
O'er his ransomed people shed,
Chasing far the gloom and terror,
Bright'ning all the path we tread:
One the object of our journey,
One the faith which never tires,
One the earnest looking forward,
One the hope our God inspires.

3 One the strain the lips of thousands
Lift as from the heart of one;
One the conflict, one the peril,
One the march in God begun:
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One the gladness of rejoicing
On the far eternal shore,
Where the one almighty Father
Reigns in love for evermore.
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