
The Fourth Sunday in Lent  
March 27, 2022 

Words of Welcome 

A Litany of Penitence         
This Litany of Penitence is adapted from the Ash Wednesday liturgy (page 267 in the Book of Common Prayer). 
Text in bold is spoken by all.

Officiant Let us examine our lives in the presence of God, humbly confessing 
our sins and opening our hearts.  

The Voice of the People leads the prayer: 
Most holy and merciful God:
We confess to you and to one another,
and to the whole communion of saints

   in heaven and on earth,
that we have sinned by our own fault 

   in thought, word, and deed; 
   by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.

The Officiant continues, 
We confess to you, Lord, that we have not loved you with our whole heart, 
and mind, and strength.  
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We have not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven.
We confess to you, Lord.

Officiant
We confess that we have turned away from to your call to serve, 
as Christ served us.  
We have not been true to the mind of Christ.  
We have grieved your Holy Spirit.
We confess to you, Lord.

Officiant
We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness: 
the pride, hypocrisy, and impatience of our lives,  
our self-indulgent appetites and ways, 
and our exploitation of other people. 
We confess to you, Lord.
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Officiant
We confess to you, Lord, our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, 
and our dishonesty in daily life and work, 
our anger at our own frustration, 
and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves.
We confess to you, Lord.

Officiant
We confess to you, Lord, our negligence in prayer and worship, 
and our failure to commend the faith that is in us. 
Our neglect of human need and suffering, 
and our indifference to injustice and cruelty;
We confess to you, Lord.

Officiant
We confess to you,  Lord, our false judgments and uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, 
and our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us; 
our waste and pollution of your creation, 
and our lack of concern for those who come after us,
We confess to you, Lord.

Officiant 
Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us;
Favorably hear us, for your mercy is great.

Accomplish in us the work of your salvation,
That we may show forth your glory in the world.

By the cross and passion of your Son our Lord,
Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

The Celebrant pronounces absolution, saying
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Pouring of Water 

Song after the Absolution: “God calls you good”  
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The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 
All       And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray.  Eternal lover of your wayward children, we praise you for your ever-open 

door. You open your arms to accept us even before we turn to meet your welcome. You 
invite us to forgiveness even before our hearts are softened to repentance. Hold before 
us the image of our humanity made new, that we may live in Jesus Christ, the model and 
pioneer of your new creation. Amen.

Song of Faith: Psalm 32           

Sung or spoken Refrain: 
You encircle me with songs of freedom,
You encircle me with songs of freedom. 

Happy is the one who is forgiven, 
Whose sin is pardoned!
While I hid my sin,
My bones grew weak from endless groaning. 

Day and night, under the weight of your hand,
My strength withered, as in a summer drought. 
Then I stopped hiding my sin.
I spoke out: “God, I confess my wrong.”
And you pardoned me. 

Refrain
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No wonder the faithful pray to you in danger!
Even a sudden flood  will never touch them.
You, my shelter, you save me from ruin.
You encircle me with songs of freedom. 

Evil brings grief;
Trusting in God brings love. 
Rejoice in the Lord.
Be glad and sing, you faithful and just.

Refrain

Scripture Drama: The Parable of the Two Sons 
Based on Luke 15 & the book “Bible Stories You Won’t Forget, No Matter How Hard You Try”, by Mar-
shall Efron and Alfa-Betty Olson (with pictures by Ron Barrett)

The Homily               The Rev. Miranda Hassett

Gospel Hymn:  “Far, far away”  

Prepared by the Rev. Thomas McAlpine
1 Far, far away from my loving father,
I had been wandering, way-ward, wild,
fearing only lest his anger 
overtake his sinful child.

2 Fain had I fed on the husks around me,
till to myself I came, and said
“Plenty have my father’s servants;
perish I for want of bread. 

Refrain:  I will arise and go to Jesus;
            he will embrace me in his arms.
            In the arms of my dear Savior,
           oh, there are ten thousand charms.

3 I will arise, though faint and weary;
home to my father I will go.
Woe to me that e’er I wandered;
ah, that I such need should know.
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4 “Father,” I’ll say, “I have sinned before thee;
no more may I be called thy son.
Make me only as thy servant;
pity me, a wretch undone!” Refrain

5 Then I arose and came to my father.
Marcy amazing! Love unknown!
He beheld me, ran, embraced me,
pardoned, welcomed, called me “son!” 
Refrain



The Prayers 
Officiant We now enter a time of prayer. You may wish to bow your head, open your hands, or 

prepare your body for prayer in some other way. 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Now, let us pray as God’s beloved children, using the prayer Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

The Prayers of the People              Send prayer requests to to prayers@stdunstans.com. 

Officiant Let us continue in prayer.  We will hold up our needs and blessings to God.  You
can speak your prayers out loud, type them into the Chat area, or hold them in 
your heart. As you are able, please hold others’ prayer requests before God in 
your heart as well. 

Officiant Let us pray for all churches and their leaders, and for all God’s people everywhere. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for all those in authority. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for all nations and peoples. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for the earth and the whole created order.

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for our local communities.

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for those in any need or trouble, especially those on our parish prayer 
list: ….   You are invited to name others in need of prayer, and to hold up your 
own struggles to the light of God’s love.  

The people may offer additional names.

Officiant Let us pray for all who have died, and for those who mourn. 

The people may offer additional names. 
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Officiant Let us pray for our common life and work as God’s people. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Celebrant    O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in your great mercy, 
look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are 
gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

Garden Prayers 

The Peace
Celebrant      The peace of the Lord be always with you! 
All    And also with you! 

Announcements 

The Blessing                    

Celebrant     Grant,  Almighty God, that your people may recognize their weakness and put 
their whole trust in your strength, so that they may rejoice for ever in the protec-
tion of your loving providence; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the holy and undivided 
Trinity, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen!  

Dismissal  
Officiant Let us bless the Lord, 
People Thanks be to God! 
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