ADVENT || WORSHIP
December 4, 2022

Words of Welcome

Gathering Hymn: "On Jordan’s bank” Blue Hymnal #76

I. On Jordan’s bank, the Baptist’s cry
Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Awake, and hearken, for he brings
Glad tidings of the King of kings!

2. Then cleansed be every breast from sin;
Make straight the way for God within;
And let each heart prepare a home
Where such a mighty Guest may come.

3. For Thou art our Salvation, Lord,
Our Refuge, and our great Reward.
Without Thy grace we waste away,
Like flowers that wither and decay.

4. To heal the sick stretch out Thine hand,
And bid the fallen sinner stand;

Shine forth, and let Thy light restore
Earth's own true lovliness once more.

5. All praise, eternal Son, to Thee
Whose advent sets Thy people free,
Whom, with the Father, we adore,
And Holy Spirit, evermore.

The Opening Verse, Confession & Absolution

Officiant Watch , for you know not when the master of the house will come, in the
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning; lest he come suddenly
and find you asleep. Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

A substantial silence for reflection is kept.

Officiant Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations into the peace of your
kingdom: Lord, have mercy.

People Lord, have mercy.

Officiant You come in word and sacrament to strengthen us in holiness: Christ,
have mercy.

People Christ, have mercy.



Officiant You will come in glory with salvation for all your people: Lord, have mercy.
People Lord, have mercy.

Celebrant The almighty and merciful God grant us pardon and remission of all our
sins, renewal of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Officiant In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord.
People Make straight in the desert a pathway for our God.
Reader People of God: be glad! Your God delights in you, giving you joy for

sadness and turning shadows to light. Be strong in hope therefore, for
your God comes to save. You are God’s beloved children.

We watch the lighting of the first and second Advent candles.

Celebrant Let us pray.

People Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace
to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet
with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

SONG: "O come, O come, Emmanuel,” verses 3 & 4 Blue Hymnal #56

3. O come, O come, thou Lord of might,
who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height
in ancient times didst give the law,
in cloud, and majesty, and awe.
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

4. O come, thou Branch of Jesse’s tree,
free them from Satan’s tyranny
that trust thy mighty power to save,
and give them vic’try o’er the grave.
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

The Invitatory and Psalter

Officiant Lord, open our lips.
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God;
As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen.

Officiant Our King and Savior now draws near; come let us adore God.



Song of Faith: Psalm 72:1-7, [8-19

Give the king your justice, O God, *
and your righteousness to the king’s son,

That he may rule your people righteously *
and the poor with justice;

That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, *
and the little hills bring righteousness.

He shall defend the needy among the people; *
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.

He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, *
from one generation to another.

He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, *
like showers that water the earth.

In his time shall the righteous flourish; *
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.

Blest are you, O God of Israel; *
you alone do wondrous deeds!

And blest is your glorious Name for ever! *
May all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen.

Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God;
As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen.

The First Reading: Isaiah [[:[-IO

Reader A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,

and a branch shall grow out of his roots.

The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,

the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.

His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear;
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.

Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,

and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,

and a little child shall lead them.

The cow and the bear shall graze,

their young shall lie down together;and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
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The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,

and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den.

They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain;

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.
On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples;

the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.

People Thanks be to God.

Song of Faith: Luke [:68-72, 78-79
Blessed are You, O God of Israel;
you have come to your people and set them free.

You have raised up for us a mighty savior,
born of the house of your servant David.

Through your holy prophets you promised of old
that you would save us from our enemies,
from the hands of all who hate us.

You promised to show mercy to our forebears,
and to remember your holy covenant.

In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God;
As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen.

The Second Reading: Romans 15:7-13

Reader A reading from the letter of Paul to the church in Rome.

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For |
tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in
order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy.As it is written,

"Therefore | will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name";

and again he says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people";

and again, "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him";

and again Isaiah says, "The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in
him the Gentiles shall hope."

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.

People Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Reading: Matthew 3:1-12

Reader A reading from the gospel of Matthew.
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the
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kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he
said,“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was
locusts and wild honey.Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and
all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins.

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them,“You
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of
repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘VWe have Abraham as our ancestor’; for | tell
you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at
the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire. | baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful
than | is coming after me; | am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and
will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
People Thanks be to God.
Homily

The Prayers
Officiant We now enter a time of prayer.You may wish to bow your head, open your hands,
or prepare your body for prayer in some other way.

Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Now, let us pray as God’s beloved children, using the prayer Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

The Prayers of the People Send prayer requests to to prayers@stdunstans.com.
Officiant Let us continue in prayer. We will hold up our needs and blessings to God. You

can speak your prayers out loud, type them into the Chat area, or hold them in
your heart.As you are able, please hold others’ prayer requests before God in
your heart as well.

Officiant Let us pray for all churches and their leaders, and for all God’s people
everywhere.


mailto:prayers@stdunstans.com

The people may offer their prayers aloud.
Officiant Let us pray for all those in authority.
The people may offer their prayers aloud.

Officiant Let us pray for all nations and peoples.

The people may offer their prayers aloud.

Officiant Let us pray for the earth and the whole created order.

The people may offer their prayers aloud.
Officiant Let us pray for our local communities.
The people may offer their prayers aloud.

Officiant Let us pray for those in any need or trouble, especially those on our parish prayer
list:.... You are invited to name others in need of prayer, and to hold up your
own struggles to the light of God’s love.

The people may offer additional names.
Officiant Let us pray for all who have died, and for those who mourn.
The people may offer additional names.

Officiant Let us pray for our common life and work as God’s people.

The people may offer their prayers aloud.

Officiant

Let us pray. O Lord, you have set before us the great hope that your kingdom shall come on
earth, and have taught us to pray for its coming: Give us grace to discern the signs of its
dawning, and to work for the perfect day when your will shall be done on earth as it is in
heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Officiant may read one of the following Collects as well:

A Collect for Peace

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve you
is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we,
surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Collect for Grace

Lord God, almighty and everlasting One, you have brought us in safety to this new day: Preserve
us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by adversity; and in
all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Collect for Guidance
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide
and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not
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forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Birthday Blessings

The Peace
Celebrant

People

In the tender mercy of our God,

the Dayspring from on high shall break upon us,

to give light to those who dwell in the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you!

And also with you!

We greet one another, wishing one another the peace of Christ.

Announcements

The Blessing & Dismissal

Celebrant

Officiant
People

May Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you,
scatter the shadows from before your path,

and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory;
and the blessing of God Almighty, Source,Word, and Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!



