
The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany ✤ Candlemas (observed)  
February 5, 2023 

Words of Welcome 

Gathering Hymn: “Praise to the living God”  Hymnal #372

Praise to the living God! All praisèd be his Name
who was, and is, and is to be for ay the same.
The one eternal God ere aught that now appears:
the first, the last, beyond all thought his timeless years!

2 Formless, all lovely forms declare his loveliness; 
holy, no holiness of earth can his express. 
Lo, he is Lord of all. Creation speaks his praise, 
and everywhere above, below, his will obeys.

3 His Spirit floweth free, high surging where it will:
in prophet’s word he spoke of old; he speaketh still. 
Established is his law, and changeless it shall stand, 
deep writ upon the human heart, on sea, on land.

4 Eternal life hath he implanted in the soul;
his love shall be our strength and stay while ages roll. 
Praise to the living God! All praisèd be his Name, 
who was, and is, and is to be, for ay the same.

The Confession & Absolution          

Officiant 
Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our heavenly Father, 
to set forth God’s praise, to hear the holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on behalf of 
others, those things that are necessary for our life and our salvation.  And so that we may pre-
pare ourselves in heart and mind for worship, let us with penitent and obedient hearts confess 
our sins against God and our neighbors.
A substantial silence for reflection is kept. 

Officiant You raise the dead to life in the Spirit:
Lord, have mercy.

People Lord, have mercy.
Officiant You bring pardon and peace to the broken in heart:

Christ, have mercy.
People Christ, have mercy.
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Officiant You make one by your Spirit the torn and divided:
Lord, have mercy.

People Lord, have mercy.
Celebrant The almighty and merciful God grant us pardon and remission of all our 

sins, renewal of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The Invitatory and Psalter 

Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever.  Amen. 

Officiant Rise, O shine, for your light has come! For, look, darkness covers the earth, and 
gloom enshrouds the peoples; but the glory of the LORD has dawned upon us. 

Song of Faith: Matthew 5:13-16 
Jesus began to speak, and taught them: 

You are the salt of the earth;
but if salt has lost its taste, 

how can its saltiness be restored? 
It is no longer good for anything, 

but is thrown out and trampled under foot.
You are the light of the world. 

A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 
No one after lighting a lamp puts it under a bushel basket, 

but they put it on the lampstand, 
and it gives light to all in the house. 

In the same way, let your light shine before others, 
so that they may see your good works,

and give glory to your Father in heaven.
Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God; 
    As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen. 

First Reading: Isaiah 58:1-9a 
Reader A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 
Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins.
Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways,
as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 

and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;
they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God.
“Why do we fast, but you do not see? 

Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers.

	 2



Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist.
Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high.
Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself?
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?
Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord?
Is not this the fast that I choose: 

to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 

and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly;
your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard.
Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; 

you shall cry for help, and God will say, Here I am.
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God.

Canticle: The Third Song of Isaiah       
Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you.
For behold, darkness covers the land; 
deep gloom enshrouds the people.
But over you the Holy One will rise, 
and God’s glory will appear upon you.
Nations will stream to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawning.
Your gates will always be open; 
by day or by night they will never be shut.
They will call you, The City of God, 
the Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 
Violence will no more be heard in your land, 
ruin or destruction within your borders.   
You will call your walls, Salvation, and all your portals, Praise.     
The sun will no more be your light by day; 
by night you will not need the brightness of the moon.
The Lord will be your everlasting light, 
and your God will be your glory.
Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.

The Candlemas Gospel        Luke 2:22-40, with additional text from Efrem of Syria (4th century) 
Reader A reading from the Gospel of Luke. 
When Jesus was about six weeks old, his family went to the Great Temple in Jerusalem, as was the cus-
tom, to make a gift there, to thank God for a safe birth. Joseph and Mary, his parents, were poor, so 
their gift was small: two young pigeons. Now, in the temple there was an old man named Simeon. He 
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was righteous and devout, and looked forward to the consolation of Israel. He trusted in God’s 
promises, and the Holy Spirit was with him. God had told Simeon, long ago, that he would not die until 
he saw the Messiah - the One who would be sent by God to free and save God’s people. The Holy 
Spirit told Simeon to come to the Temple that day.  When he saw Joseph and Mary and the baby Jesus, 
he took the child in his arms, and he said, 

SIMEON
Lord, you are now dismissing me in peace, according to your word; 
for my eyes have now seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared before the face of all peoples. 
This child is a Light for revelation to the nations, and the glory of your people Israel! 
At long last you have come, O Compassionate One, having pity on my old age. 
You have released me to the grave, and you will raise me from the grave into Paradise. 

Reader
There was also an old woman in the Temple that day, named Anna.  Anna was a prophet - someone 
who comes so close to God that they know what is true and real and important. She was 84 years old, 
and she spent all her time at the Temple, praying night and day. Anna took the child from Simeon and 
held him. She shone with God’s light and love as she kissed him and sang him a lullaby: 

ANNA
Royal Son, despised One: Though you are silent, you hear;
Though you are hidden, you see; though you are concealed, you know. 
Praise to you, Son of the Most High God, who has put on our body!

Reader
Then she began to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. The 
child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them, 
and said to his mother Mary, 

SIMEON
This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many. He will be a sign that will be opposed, and 
the inner thoughts of many will be revealed - and a sword will pierce your own soul, also. 

Reader
Mary and Joseph completed their prayers and returned home to the region of Galilee, to the town of 
Nazareth, where they lived. And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom and grace. 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God.

Sermon                               The Rev. Dr. Miranda Hassett 

The Prayers 
Officiant We now enter a time of prayer. You may wish to bow your head, open your hands, 

or prepare your body for prayer in some other way. 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Now, let us pray as God’s beloved children, using the prayer Jesus taught us. 
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Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

The Prayers of the People              Send prayer requests to to prayers@stdunstans.com. 

Officiant Let us continue in prayer.  We will hold up our needs and blessings to God.  You
can speak your prayers out loud, type them into the Chat area, or hold them in 
your heart. As you are able, please hold others’ prayer requests before God in 
your heart as well. 

Officiant Let us pray for all churches and their leaders, and for all God’s people everywhere. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for all those in authority. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for all nations and peoples. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for the earth and the whole created order.

The people may offer their prayers aloud.

Officiant Let us pray for our local communities.

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for those in any need or trouble, especially those on our parish prayer list: 
….   You are invited to name others in need of prayer, and to hold up your own struggles 
to the light of God’s love.  

The people may offer additional names.

Officiant Let us pray for all who have died, and for those who mourn. 

The people may offer additional names. 

Officiant Let us pray for our common life and work as God’s people. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 
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The Collect of the Day 
Officiant
Let us pray.  Almighty and everliving God, we humbly pray that, as your only-begotten Son was this day 
presented in the temple, so we may be presented to you with pure and clean hearts by Jesus Christ 
our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

The Officiant may read one of the following Collects as well:
 
A Collect for Peace
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve you is per-
fect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in 
your defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

A Collect for Grace
Lord God, almighty and everlasting One, you have brought us in safety to this new day: Preserve us 
with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by adversity; and in all we do, 
direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
 
A Collect for Guidance
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and 
govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget you, 
but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Sharing of Blessings 
Officiant Does anyone have any blessings or celebrations to share with the assembly today? 

Birthday & Anniversary Blessings 

The Peace
Celebrant      The peace of the Lord be always with you! 
All    And also with you! 
Celebrant Let us speak Christ’s peace to one another.  … 

Announcements 

New Members’ Welcome                               (adapted from St. Mary’s Church, St. Paul, MN)

Celebrant On behalf of the Wardens and Vestry of St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church, I welcome you 
          as members of our congregation. 

Congregation We welcome you to St. Dunstan’s. 
What you have to give, we gladly receive. 
What you need from us, we gladly offer.
We will be here to celebrate your joys and comfort your sorrows. 
Join us in our work, worship, and study, 
as we sing and pray our way 
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through the seasons and cycles of the Christian life. 
Together let us pattern our life after Jesus Christ, 
walking in his ways of compassion and justice
and inviting all people into fellowship around God’s holy table. 

New members  We accept your welcome, and gladly join you in fellowship and ministry. 

Celebrant May God’s grace bind us together, surround us, and keep us in unity,  constancy, 
and peace.  Amen.

Song of the Season: “I Am Sending You Light”      Melanie DeMore

The Blessing  
Celebrant     May the light of the glorious gospel of Christ shine in our hearts and fill our lives 

with joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, Creator, Redeemer, and Sus-
tainer, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen!  

Dismissal  
Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God! 
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