The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
July 9,201

Welcome

Gathering Hymn: “"Glorious things” Hymn #522
Words: John Newton (1725-1807), tune: Austria, Franz Joseph Haydn (1732-1809)
Video prepared by the Behrens household

Opening Verse, Confession & Absolution
Officiant Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, and bring me to your
holy hill and to your dwelling. Amen.

Officiant Let us examine our lives in the presence of God, humbly confessing our sins and
opening our hearts. | invite you to bow your head, or take some other posture of
humility before God.

A brief silence for reflection follows.

Officiant Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

People Lord, have mercy.

Officiant We have not loved you with our whole hearts.We have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves.We are truly sorry, and we humbly repent.

People Christ, have mercy.

Officiant For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we

may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name.
People Lord, have mercy.

Officiant Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us
in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter
Officiant Lord, open our lips.

People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God;
As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen.

Song of Faith: Song of Solomon 2:8-13
The voice of my beloved! Look, he comes,
leaping upon the mountains, bounding over the hills.



My beloved is like a gazelle or a young stag.

Look, there he stands behind our wall,

gazing in at the windows, looking through the lattice.

My beloved speaks and says to me:

"Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away;

for now the winter is past, the rain is over and gone.

The flowers appear on the earth; the time of singing has come,

and the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land.

The fig tree puts forth its figs, and the vines are in blossom; they give forth fragrance.
Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away.”

Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God;
As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen.

The First Lesson: Genesis 24, selected verses
READER A reading from the Book of Genesis.

Now Abraham was old, well advanced in years; and the Lord had blessed Abraham in all things.
Abraham called his oldest, most trusted servant, and said to him,

ABRAHAM My son Isaac needs a wife. Swear to me by the God of heaven and earth that you will
not find him a wife among the Canaanites who live around here! Go back to my country, where |
came from, and find him a wife from among my people.

SERVANT  If | go to find a woman in your home country, she may not be willing to follow me back
here. Should | take Isaac with me, to find a wife and bring her here!?

ABRAHAM Absolutely not! The God of heaven and earth sent me away from the land of my birth,
and promised to give this land, here, to my descendants. Isaac must stay HERE! God will send an angel
before you to make sure the right woman will come with you. If the woman isn’t willing to follow you,
then you are released from this task. But don’t take my son back there!

SERVANT  Very well, | swear it shall be done as you command!

READER Then the servant took ten of his master’s camels and departed, taking all kinds of special
gifts from his master. He went to the city of Nahor, and he made the camels kneel down by the spring
outside the city.

SERVANT O Lord, God of my master Abraham, show your steadfast love to my master and grant
me success! Here | am in my master’s home country. It is evening and the young women of this town
are coming out to fetch water at the spring. Please guide me! When | go to a young woman and say to
her,“Please let me drink from your jar” and she replies,“Drink, and | will also give water to your
camels” - let her be the one you have chosen as a wife for Isaac!

READER Before he had even finished his prayer, a young woman came to the well. Her name was
Rebekah. She was very pretty, and was not yet engaged or married. She went down to the spring and
filled her water jar.When she came back up...

SERVANT  Please, miss, let me sip a little water from your jar.
REBEKAH  Drink, sir! Let me get some water for your camels too! They must be thirsty!

READER She emptied the water in her jar into the trough for animals, then ran to get more so
the camels would have enough. Meanwhile the servant gazed at her in silence, wondering whether
God had made his journey successful. When the camels had finished drinking, the servant took a gold
necklace and two gold bracelets, weighing ten gold shekels, and put them on Rebekah.



SERVANT  Tell me whose daughter you are. Is there room in your father’s house for us to spend
the night?

REBEKAH | am the daughter of Bethuel.We have plenty of straw and food for your camels,and a
place to spend the night.

SERVANT [bowing head to pray] Blessed be the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who has
shown steadfast love towards my master! God has led me to the house of my master’s kin!

READER Then the girl ran and told her mother’s household about these things. Rebekah had a
brother whose name was Laban.As soon as Laban saw the valuable jewelry his sister was wearing, and
heard her story, he ran out to meet the servant at the spring.

LABAN Come in, O blessed of the Lord.Why do you stand outside when | have prepared the
house and a place for the camels?

READER So the man came into the house; and Laban unloaded the camels, and gave him straw and
fodder for the camels, and water to wash his feet.

LABAN And now let us eat dinner!
SERVANT | will not eat until | have told you my business.

LABAN Speak on!

SERVANT | am Abraham’s servant.The Lord has greatly blessed my master, and he has become very
wealthy. My master has one son, and has given him all that he has. My master lives in the land of
Canaan, but he sent me here, to his home country, to find a wife for his son.

READER Then the servant explained how he had prayed to be shown the right young woman to
become Isaac’s wife.

SERVANT  So, if you will deal truly with my master, and let this young woman come meet Isaac and
choose if she wishes to become his wife, then tell me; and if not, | will go on my way.

LABAN The thing comes from the Lord! Who are we to say yes or no!?

READER Then the servant gave many costly gifts to Rebekah and to her brother and mother, and
they all celebrated with a meal.When they all arose the next morning...

SERVANT  Let me take Rebekah and go back to my master.

LABAN Let her stay with us a little while longer... Maybe ten days?

SERVANT Do not delay me! God has given me success; let us go!

LABAN Fine.We’'ll call the girl and ask her. Rebekah! Will you go with this man?
REBEKAH | will!

LABAN So be it! Sister, may you become the mother of a mighty nation.

READER Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the camels, and followed the servant, and
they set out. Now, Isaac was out walking in the fields in the evening. He was still grieving his mother’s
death, and liked to be alone. He looked up and saw camels coming in the distance. As they drew
closer Rebekah saw Isaac standing far off. She slipped down from her camel and ran to the servant.

REBEKAH  Who is that man over there, walking in the field to meet us?
SERVANT  That is my master’s son, Isaac.

READER So she took her veil and covered herself before meeting her future husband. They met,
and the servant told Isaac everything that had happened.

ISAAC Rebekah, will you be my wife?
REBEKAH  Yes, | will.



READER Isaac fell deeply in love with Rebekah, and his love for her comforted him after his
mother’s death. Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people.

People Thanks be to God.

Morming Canticle: Psalm 57:6-Il
Exalt yourself above the heavens, O God, *
and your glory over all the earth.

My heart is firmly fixed, O God, my heart is fixed; *
I will sing and make melody.

Wake up, my spirit; awake, lute and harp; *
I myself will waken the dawn.

I will confess you among the peoples, O God; *
I will sing praise to you among the nations.

For your loving-kindness is greater than the heavens, *
and your faithfulness reaches to the clouds.

Exalt yourself above the heavens, O God, *
and your glory over all the earth.

The Second Lesson: Romans 7:15-25a

Reader A reading from Paul’s letter to the church in Rome.

| do not understand my own actions. For | do not do what | want, but | do the very thing | hate. Now
if | do what | do not want, | agree that the law is good. But in fact it is no longer | that do it, but sin
that dwells within me. For | know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. | can will
what is right, but | cannot do it. For | do not do the good | want, but the evil | do not want is what |
do. Now if | do what | do not want, it is no longer | that do it, but sin that dwells within me. So | find it
to be a law that when | want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For | delight in the law of God
in my inmost self, but | see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me
captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members.Wretched man that | am! Who will rescue me
from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people.

People Thanks be to God.

The Sermon The Rev. Miranda Hassett

The Prayers
Officiant We now enter a time of prayer.You may wish to bow your head, open your hands, or
prepare your body for prayer in some other way.

Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Now, let us pray as God’s beloved children, using the prayer Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.



For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

The Prayers of the People Send prayer requests to to prayers@stdunstans.com.
Officiant Let us continue in prayer. We will hold up our needs and blessings to God. You

Officiant

Officiant

Officiant

Officiant

Officiant

Officiant

Officiant

Officiant

can speak your prayers out loud, type them into the Chat area, or hold them in
your heart.As you are able, please hold others’ prayer requests before God in
your heart as well.

Let us pray for all churches and their leaders, and for all God’s people everywhere.

The people may offer their prayers aloud.
Let us pray for all those in authority.
The people may offer their prayers aloud.

Let us pray for all nations and peoples.

The people may offer their prayers aloud.

Let us pray for the earth and the whole created order.

The people may offer their prayers aloud.
Let us pray for our local communities.
The people may offer their prayers aloud.

Let us pray for those in any need or trouble, especially those on our parish prayer
list: .... You are invited to name others in need of prayer, and to hold up your
own struggles to the light of God’s love.

The people may offer additional names.
Let us pray for all who have died, and for those who mourn.
The people may offer additional names.

Let us pray for our common life and work as God’s people.

The people may offer their prayers aloud.

The Collect of the Day

Officiant

Let us pray. Let us pray. O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and
our neighbor: Grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole
heart, and united to one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Officiant may read one of the following Collects as well:

A Collect for Peace


mailto:prayers@stdunstans.com

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve you is
perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely
trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

A Collect for Grace

Lord God, almighty and everlasting One, you have brought us in safety to this new day: Preserve us
with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by adversity; and in all we do,
direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Collect for Guidance

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and
govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget you,
but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sharing of Blessings

Officiant Does anyone have any particular joys, blessings or gratitudes to share with the assembly
today?

The Peace

Officiant The peace of the Lord be always with you.

All And also with you!

We greet one another, wishing one another the peace of Christ.
Announcements

The General Thanksgiving

Officiant As we conclude our time together this morning, let us say the Prayer of General
Thanksgiving. Our Voice of the People will lead us; you are invited to read along at
home while muted.

All:

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks

for all your goodness and lovingkindness

to us and to all whom you have made.

We bless you for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for your immeasurable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to your service,

and by walking before you

in holiness and righteousness all our days;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,



to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

You may wish to trace the sign of the cross on your body during the blessing.

Celebrant ~ Go in peace. Love God. Keep the commandments. Give alms to the poor and in
as much as within each of you lies, live at peace with all people. May the blessing of
God, the Mystery we know as Christ, and the Holy Spirit rest and remain deep in
your heart this day and always. Amen.

The Dismissal

Officiant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God!



