The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
July 23, 2023

Welcome

Gathering Hymn: “Immortal, invisible” Hymn #4253
Words: Walter C. Smith (1824 - 1908); Music: St. Denio,Welsh hymn, adapt. John Roberts (1822-1877)

I Immortal, invisible, God only wise,

in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,

most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.

2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,

nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;

thy justice like mountains high soaring above

thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.

3 To all life thou givest, to both great and small,

In all life thou livest, the true life of all.

We blossom and flourish, like leaves on the tree,
Then wither and perish; but nought changeth thee.

4 Thou reignest in glory, thou rulest in light,
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
all laud we would render; O help us to see

"tis only the splendor of light hideth thee!

Opening Verse, Confession & Absolution
Officiant Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, and bring me to your
holy hill and to your dwelling. Amen.

Officiant Let us examine our lives in the presence of God, humbly confessing our sins and
opening our hearts. | invite you to bow your head, or take some other posture of
humility before God.

A brief silence for reflection follows.

Officiant Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
People Lord, have mercy.

Officiant We have not loved you with our whole hearts.We have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves.We are truly sorry,and we humbly repent.

People Christ, have mercy.



Officiant For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we
may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name.

People Lord, have mercy.

Officiant Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us
in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter
Officiant Lord, open our lips.

People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God;
As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen.

Psalm 139: [-2, 311, 22-23

Lord, you have searched me out and known me; *

you know my sitting down and my rising up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.

You trace my journeys and my resting-places *

and are acquainted with all my ways.

Where can | go then from your Spirit? *

where can | flee from your presence?

If | climb up to heaven, you are there; *

if 1 make the grave my bed, you are there also.
If | take the wings of the morning *

and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
Even there your hand will lead me *

and your right hand hold me fast.

If | say, "Surely the darkness will cover me, *

and the light around me turn to night,"
Darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day; *
darkness and light to you are both alike.

Search me out, O God, and know my heart; *

try me and know my restless thoughts.

Look well whether there be any wickedness in me *

and lead me in the way that is everlasting.
Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God;

As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen.

The First Lesson: Genesis 27:41-44; 28:10-19a

Reader A reading from the Book of Genesis.

Now Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing with which his father had blessed him. Rebekah called
her younger son Jacob and said to him, “Your brother Esau is consoling himself by planning to kill you.
Now therefore, my son, obey my voice; flee at once to my brother Laban in Haran, and stay with him
for a while, until your brother’s fury turns away.”



Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. He came to a certain place and stayed there for the
night, because the sun had set.Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay
down in that place.And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching
to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the Lord stood beside
him and said,“l am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which
you lie | will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth,
and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south;and all the
families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that | am with you and will
keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for | will not leave you until | have
done what | have promised you.” Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this
place—and | did not know it!” And he was afraid, and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none
other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.”

So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up
for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. He called that place Bethel.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people.

People Thanks be to God.

The Song of Faith: Romans 8:28, 3-35, 3/-39

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God,
for those who are called according to his purpose.
What then are we to say about these things!?

If God is for us, who is against us?

He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us,
will he not with him also give us everything else?

Who will bring any charge against God's elect?

It is God who justifies.

Who is to condemn?

It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised,

who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us.
Who will separate us from the love of Christ?

Will hardship, or distress,

or persecution, or famine,

or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors,
through Christ who loved us.

For | am convinced that neither death, nor life,

nor angels, nor rulers,

nor things present, nor things to come,

nor powers, nor height, nor depth,

nor anything else in all creation,

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Gospel Reading: Matthew [3:24-30

Reader A reading from the Gospel of Matthew.
Jesus put before the crowd another parable:“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone
who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds



among the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds
appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder came and said to him,‘Master, did you not sow
good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from? He answered,‘An enemy has done
this’ The slaves said to him,Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No; for in
gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together
until the harvest; and at harvest time | will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in
bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people.

People Thanks be to God.

The Sermon The Rev. Miranda Hassett

The Prayers
Officiant We now enter a time of prayer.You may wish to bow your head, open your hands, or
prepare your body for prayer in some other way.

Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Now, let us pray as God’s beloved children, using the prayer Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

The Prayers of the People Send prayer requests to to prayers@stdunstans.com.
Officiant Let us continue in prayer. We will hold up our needs and blessings to God. You

can speak your prayers out loud, type them into the Chat area, or hold them in
your heart.As you are able, please hold others’ prayer requests before God in
your heart as well.

Officiant Let us pray for all churches and their leaders, and for all God’s people everywhere.

The people may offer their prayers aloud.
Officiant Let us pray for all those in authority.
The people may offer their prayers aloud.

Officiant Let us pray for all nations and peoples.

The people may offer their prayers aloud.

Officiant Let us pray for the earth and the whole created order.

The people may offer their prayers aloud.

Officiant Let us pray for our local communities.


mailto:prayers@stdunstans.com

The people may offer their prayers aloud.

Officiant Let us pray for those in any need or trouble, especially those on our parish prayer
list: .... You are invited to name others in need of prayer, and to hold up your
own struggles to the light of God’s love.

The people may offer additional names.
Officiant Let us pray for all who have died, and for those who mourn.
The people may offer additional names.

Officiant Let us pray for our common life and work as God’s people.

The people may offer their prayers aloud.

The Collect of the Day

Officiant

Let us pray. Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we ask and
our ignorance in asking: Have compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give us those things which
for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness we cannot ask; through the worthiness of
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.

The Officiant may read one of the following Collects as well:

A Collect for Peace

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve you is
perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely
trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

A Collect for Grace

Lord God, almighty and everlasting One, you have brought us in safety to this new day: Preserve us
with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by adversity; and in all we do,
direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Collect for Guidance

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and
govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget you,
but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sharing of Blessings

Officiant Does anyone have any particular joys, blessings or gratitudes to share with the assembly
today?

The Peace

Officiant The peace of the Lord be always with you.

All And also with you!

We greet one another, wishing one another the peace of Christ.



Announcements

The General Thanksgiving

Officiant As we conclude our time together this morning, let us say the Prayer of General
Thanksgiving. Our Voice of the People will lead us; you are invited to read along at
home while muted.

All:

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks

for all your goodness and lovingkindness

to us and to all whom you have made.

We bless you for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for your immeasurable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to your service,

and by walking before you

in holiness and righteousness all our days;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

You may wish to trace the sign of the cross on your body during the blessing.

Officiant Go in peace. Love God. Keep the commandments. Give alms to the poor and in
as much as within each of you lies, live at peace with all people. May the blessing of
God, the Mystery we know as Christ, and the Holy Spirit rest and remain deep in
your heart this day and always. Amen.

The Dismissal

Officiant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God!



