
✤ Zoom Worship for Sunday, October 22, 2023 ✤ 

The Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost


Welcome


Gathering Hymn 


Opening Verse, Confession & Absolution

Officiant Sow for yourselves righteousness; reap steadfast love; break up your fallow ground; for it 

is time to seek the Lord, that God may come and rain righteousness upon us. Amen. 
(Hosea 10:12) 

I invite you to bow your head, or take some other posture of humility before God. 

A brief silence for reflection follows.  

Officiant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
People God of all mercy, 

we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, 
and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have 
done, and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. 
Amen. 

Officiant May God forgive us; may we forgive one another and ourselves, and be at peace.
For Christ brings reconciliation to all the human race, and the whole of creation.  
Amen.

(Adapted from the New Zealand Prayer Book - Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia)

The Invitatory and Psalter 

Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen. 

Song of Faith: Psalm 99:1-5

God reigns; let the people tremble; * 

God is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth shake.
God is great in Zion * 

and is high above all peoples.
Let them confess God’s Name, which is great and awesome; * 

God is the Holy One.



“O mighty Ruler, lover of justice, you have established equity; * 
you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.”

We proclaim your greatness, O God, and fall down before your footstool; * 
you are the Holy One.

Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God; 
    As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen. 

The First Lesson: Exodus 33:12-23	 	 	 New Revised Standard Version with 

Reader A reading from the Book of Exodus. 
Moses said to the Lord, “See, you have said to me, ‘Bring up this people’; but you have not let me know 
whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name, and you have also found favor in 
my sight.’ Now if I have found favor in your sight, show me your ways, so that I may know you and find 
favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is your people.” God said, “If my presence goes with 
you, do you think you will rest easy?” And Moses said to him, “If your presence will not go, do not 
carry us up from here. For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your sight, I and your 
people, unless you go with us? In this way, we shall be distinct, I and your people, from every people on 
the face of the earth.”
The Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing that you have asked; for you have found favor in my 
sight, and I know you by name.” Moses said, “Show me your glory, I pray.” And he said, “I will make all 
my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim before you the name, ‘The Lord’; and I will be gracious 
to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. But,” he said, “you cannot 
see my face; for no one shall see me and live.” And the Lord continued, “See, there is a place by me 
where you shall stand on the rock; and while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, 
and I will cover you with my hand until I have passed by; then I will take away my hand, and you shall 
see my back; but my face shall not be seen.”
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

The Second Lesson: I Thessalonians 1:1-7

Reader A reading from the first letter of Paul to the church in Thessalonica. 
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ: Grace to you and peace. We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our 
prayers, constantly remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and 
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, 
that he has chosen you, because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in 
power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we 
proved to be among you for your sake. And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of 
persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an 
example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel Reading: Matthew 22:15-22

Reader A reading from the Gospel of Matthew. 
The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. So they sent their disciples to him, 
along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in 
accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell 
us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their 



malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.” 
And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” They 
answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are 
the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” When they heard this, they were amazed; and 
they left him and went away.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 
People Thanks be to God. 


Sermon 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	         The Rev. Miranda Hassett

The Prayers

Officiant We now enter a time of prayer. You may wish to bow your head, open your hands, or 

prepare your body for prayer in some other way. 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Now, let us pray as God’s beloved children, using the prayer Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

The Prayers of the People  	            Send prayer requests to to prayers@stdunstans.com. 

Officiant Let us continue in prayer.  We will hold up our needs and blessings to God.  You
can speak your prayers out loud, type them into the Chat area, or hold them in 
your heart. As you are able, please hold others’ prayer requests before God in 
your heart as well. 

Officiant Let us pray for all churches and their leaders, and for all God’s people everywhere. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for all those in authority. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for all nations and peoples. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for the earth and the whole created order.

The people may offer their prayers aloud.

Officiant Let us pray for our local communities.

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

mailto:prayers@stdunstans.com


Officiant Let us pray for those in any need or trouble, especially those on our parish prayer 
list: ….   You are invited to name others in need of prayer, and to hold up your 
own struggles to the light of God’s love.  

The people may offer additional names.

Officiant Let us pray for all who have died, and for those who mourn. 

The people may offer additional names. 

Officiant Let us pray for our common life and work as God’s people. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

The Collect of the Day

Officiant
Let us pray.  Loving God, you open your hand and scatter blessings upon all your children. Give us 
grateful hearts in times of plenty, and faithful hearts in times of want. Stir us with your Spirit, in this 
and every season of our lives, to use whatever you place in our hands to add to the world’s measure 
of hope, wholeness, and delight. We pray all this in the name of Christ, the Giver and the Gift.  Amen.  

The Officiant may read one of the following Collects as well:

A Collect for Peace
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve you is 
perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely 
trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.

A Collect for Grace
Lord God, almighty and everlasting One, you have brought us in safety to this new day: Preserve us 
with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by adversity; and in all we do, 
direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

 A Collect for Guidance
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being:  We humbly pray you so to guide and 
govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget you, 
but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sharing of Blessings

Officiant Does anyone have any particular joys, blessings or gratitudes to share with the assembly 

today? 

When all have been shared: 

The Peace
Officiant      The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All      And also with you!      
We greet one another, wishing one another the peace of Christ.                   

Announcements




The Blessing & Dismissal 

Celebrant Holy God, your mercy is over all your works,

and in the web of life each creature has its role and place.
We praise you for ocelot and owl, cactus and kelp, tide and topsoil. 
Give us humility to recognize all creatures as your beloved ones,
And share the bounty of creation with all our neighbors. 
And may the blessing of the Holy and Undivided Trinity be upon us, now and always. 
Amen. 

Officiant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God! 


