/oom Worship for Sunday, October 8, 2023

The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome

Land Acknowledgement (Working draft, October 2023)

Tomorrow, October 9, is Indigenous People’s Day.

A Land Acknowledgment is a formal statement that recognizes the history and legacy of colonialism and
dispossession that impacted Indigenous peoples, their traditional territories and practices. Acknowledgment is
a simple, powerful way of showing respect, and a step toward correcting the stories and practices that erase
Indigenous peoples’ history and culture.

The ability to gather, worship, learn, and establish our presence as a church came at a great expense of the
original inhabitants of this region, the Ho-Chunk people, the People of the Sacred Voice.We would like to
acknowledge that the land we occupy is Teejop (day-jope), traditional territory of the Ho-Chunk people, and pay
respect to elders both past and present.

Long before St Dunstan’s Episcopal Church was established, this place was home to the Ho-Chunk, the
stewards of these lands and waters since time immemorial. The U.S. Government attempted to forcibly remove
them through series of land cessions and treaties, including the Treaty of 1832. However, the Ho-Chunk
resisted conquest and removal, and asserted their sovereignty as a nation. Today, many Ho-Chunk live on their
ancestral homelands, owning land across Wisconsin. They continue to speak and share their language, to
practice and pass on their way of life, and to care for the land.

Two hundred years ago, the land where St. Dunstan’s now stands was the outskirts of a Ho-Chunk town.The
residents were caretakers of a sacred landscape, including nearby fox, panther, and conical mounds. Later, when
this land had been taken for farming and speculation by white settlers, the Ho-Chunk still returned to hunt,
fish, and honor the graves of their ancestors.

St Dunstan’s now stands on this land, seeking a new relationship of truth-telling, honor and respect.

Gathering Hymn: "Seek ye first” Hymnal #7/1

|. Seek ye first the kingdom of God,

And its righteousness,

And all these things shall be added unto you,
Allelu, alleluia.

Chorus:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, allelu, alleluia.

2. Ask, and it shall be given unto you,

Seek and ye shall find;

Knock, and the door shall be opened unto you,
Allelu, alleluia. Chorus



Opening Verse, Confession & Absolution

Officiant Sow for yourselves righteousness; reap steadfast love; break up your fallow ground; for it
is time to seek the Lord, that God may come and rain righteousness upon us.Amen.
(Hosea 10:12)

| invite you to bow your head, or take some other posture of humility before God.
A brief silence for reflection follows.

Officiant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
People God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves,
and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have
done, and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us,
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will.
Amen.

Officiant May God forgive us; may we forgive one another and ourselves, and be at peace.
For Christ brings reconciliation to all the human race, and the whole of creation.
Amen.
(Adapted from the New Zealand Prayer Book - Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia)

The Invitatory and Psalter

Officiant Lord, open our lips.

People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God;

As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen.

Officiant Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; come let us adore God.

Song of Faith: Psalm 9
The heavens declare your glory, O God, *
and the firmament shows your handiwork.

One day tells its tale to another, *
and one night imparts knowledge to another.

Although they have no words or language, *
and their voices are not heard,

Their sound has gone out into all lands, *
and their message to the ends of the world.

In the deep you have set a pavilion for the sun; *
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.



It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it again; *
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.

Your law, O God, is perfect and revives the soul; *
your testimony is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent.

Your statutes are just and rejoice the heart; *
your commandment is clear and gives light to the eyes.

The fear of you is clean and endures for ever;*
your judgments are true and righteous altogether.

More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, *
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.

By them also is your servant enlightened, *
and in keeping them there is great reward.

Who can discern unwitting sins? *
Cleanse me from my secret faults.

Above all, keep your servant from the sin of pride; let it not hold dominion over me; *
then shall 1 be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, *
O God, my strength and my redeemer.

Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

The First Lesson: Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 2-20

Reader A reading from the Book of Exodus.

Then God spoke all these words:*“l am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of
the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me.You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether
in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under
the earth.You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit
anyone who misuses his name. Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and
do all your work. Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord
your God is giving you.You shall not murder.You shall not commit adultery.You shall not steal.You shall not
bear false witness against your neighbor. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your
neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.When all
the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they
were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance, and said to Moses,“You speak to us, and we will listen; but
do not let God speak to us, or we will die.” Moses said to the people,“Do not be afraid; for God has come
only to test you and to put the fear of him upon you so that you do not sin.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people.

People Thanks be to God.

Canticle: A Song of God the Creator (Psalm [O4, selected verses)

Bless the Holy One, O my soul!

You send the springs into the valleys;
they flow between the mountains.

All the beasts of the field drink their fill from them,
and the wild donkeys quench their thirst.

Beside them the birds of the air make their nests
and sing among the branches.



All of them look to you to give them their food in due season.
Bless the Holy One, O my soul. Hallelujah!

The Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14

Reader A reading from the letter of Paul to the church in Philippi.

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a
member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a
Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. Yet
whatever gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, | regard
everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have
suffered the loss of all things, and | regard them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ and be
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. | want to know Christ and the
power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if
somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead. Not that | have already obtained this or have
already reached the goal; but | press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.
Beloved, | do not consider that | have made it my own; but this one thing | do: forgetting what lies
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, | press on toward the goal for the prize of the
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people.

People Thanks be to God.

The Sermon

The Prayers
Officiant We now enter a time of prayer.You may wish to bow your head, open your hands,
or prepare your body for prayer in some other way.

Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Officiant Now, let us pray as God’s beloved children, using the prayer Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

The Prayers of the People Send prayer requests to to prayers@stdunstans.com.

Officiant Let us continue in prayer. We will hold up our needs and blessings to God. You
can speak your prayers out loud, type them into the Chat area, or hold them in
your heart.As you are able, please hold others’ prayer requests before God in
your heart as well.


mailto:prayers@stdunstans.com

Officiant Let us pray for the revealing of the reign of God in the world, now and
always. In the beginning,
God was.
Here and now,
God is.
In the future,
God will be.
Officiant
Creator of earth, sea, and sky, kindle the fire of your Spirit within us that we may be bold to heal and
defend the earth, and pour your blessing upon all who work for the good of the planet.

Pause. The people may name individuals or groups that work for the good of the planet.

God, Giver of life,
Hear our prayer.

Breath of life, receive our thanks for the beauty of our local habitat and all who dwell in it, and grant
us the wisdom and will to conserve it.

Pause. The people may name aspects of our local habitat: plans, animals, water systems, etc.

God, Giver of life,
Hear our prayer.

Source of life, heal and redeem the wounds of your creation, and bless the places and people,
creatures and ecosystems who suffer from our indifference, neglect, and greed.

Pause. The people may name particular people, places, and living things suffering due to environmental harm
and climate change.

God, Giver of life,
Hear our prayer.

Author of the book of nature, give us wonder and appreciation for all creatures and living things,
including those whose place in your creation we do not understand, and awaken us daily to our
dependence upon the web of life that surrounds us.

Pause. The people may name particular creatures and living things.

God, Giver of life,
Hear our prayer.

Divine Physician, heal our communities and our world, especially where neglect, injustice or violence
inflict suffering; and give our leaders compassion and courage.

Pause. The people may name particular needs and particular leaders, local and global.

God, Giver of life,
Hear our prayer.

Comforter of all the earth, sustain the people of this congregation who desire or need your presence
and help, especially....
You may name others in need of prayer, or hold up your own struggles to the light of God’s love.

Pause. The people may name those in any need or trouble.



God, Giver of life,
Hear our prayer.

Rock and refuge of all your creatures, receive into everlasting mercy all those who have died,
especially... ,and those whom you may name now.

Pause. The people may name their beloved dead.

God, Giver of life,
Hear our prayer.

The Collect of the Day

Officiant

Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give
more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of
which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except
through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Creation Season Collect for October 8

Gracious God, you reveal your goodness in the beauty and diversity of creation;in the circle dance of earth
and air and water;in a universe rich in processes that support growth and coherence,

distinctiveness and community; and above all in the gift of Jesus Christ, who emptied himself to serve your
world. And so we offer thanks and praise to you, one God in three persons: the Author and Source of all,
Christ the Incarnate Word, and the Holy Spirit, Breath of Life, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Sharing of Blessings

Officiant Does anyone have any blessings or celebrations to share with the assembly today?

The Passing of the Peace

Officiant You shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills
before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their
hands.The peace of the Lord be always with you!

People And also with you!

Announcements

The Blessing & Dismissal

Celebrant Holy God, your mercy is over all your works,
and in the web of life each creature has its role and place.
We praise you for ocelot and owl, cactus and kelp, tide and topsoil.
Give us humility to recognize all creatures as your beloved ones,
And share the bounty of creation with all our neighbors.
And may the blessing of the Holy and Undivided Trinity be upon us, now and always.
Amen.

Officiant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God!



