
Third Sunday after the Epiphany  
January 21, 2024 

Gathering Hymn: “As with gladness”  Hymnal #119
Words: William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898). Tune: Dix, melody Conrad Kocher (1786-1872)
1 As with gladness men of old 
did the guiding star behold; 
as with joy they hailed its light, 
leading onward, beaming bright; 
so, most gracious God, may we 
evermore be led to Thee.

2 As with joyful steps they sped 
to that lowly cradle-bed, 
there to bend the knee before 
Him whom heav'n and earth adore; 
so may we with willing feet 
ever seek Thy mercy-seat.

3 As they offered gifts most rare 
at that cradle rude and bare; 
so may we with holy joy, 
pure, and free from sin’s alloy, 
all our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to Thee, our heav'nly King.

The Confession & Absolution          

Officiant 
Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our heavenly Father, 
to set forth God’s praise, to hear the holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on behalf of 
others, those things that are necessary for our life and our salvation.  And so that we may pre-
pare ourselves in heart and mind for worship, let us with penitent and obedient hearts confess 
our sins against God and our neighbors.
A substantial silence for reflection is kept. 

Officiant You raise the dead to life in the Spirit:
Lord, have mercy.
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People Lord, have mercy.
Officiant You bring pardon and peace to the broken in heart:

Christ, have mercy.
People Christ, have mercy.
Officiant You make one by your Spirit the torn and divided:

Lord, have mercy.
People Lord, have mercy.
Officiant May the almighty and merciful God grant us pardon and remission of all our 

sins, renewal of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The Invitatory and Psalter 
Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever.  Amen. 

Officiant Rise, O shine, for your light has come! For, look, darkness covers the earth, and 
gloom enshrouds the peoples; but the glory of the LORD has dawned upon us. 

Song of Faith: Psalm 62:6-14 
For God alone my soul in silence waits; * 

truly, there is my hope.
God alone is my rock and my salvation, * 

my stronghold, so that I shall not be shaken.
In God is my safety and my honor; * 

God is my strong rock and my refuge.
Put your trust in God always, O people, * 

pour out your hearts before the One who is our refuge.
Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath, * 

even those of low estate cannot be trusted.
On the scales they are lighter than a breath; * 

all of them together.
Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride; * 

though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it.
God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, * 

that power belongs to God.
Steadfast love is yours, O God, * 

for you repay everyone according to their deeds.
Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God; 
     As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen. 
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The First Reading: Jonah 3:1-10 
Reader A reading from the book of Jonah. 
The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, ‘Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city, and 
proclaim to it the message that I tell you.’ So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the 
word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. Jonah began 
to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, ‘Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be over-
thrown!’ And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and 
small, put on sackcloth. When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, re-
moved his robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. Then he had a proclamation made in 
Nineveh: ‘By the decree of the king and his nobles: No human being or animal, no herd or flock, shall 
taste anything. They shall not feed, nor shall they drink water. Human beings and animals shall be cov-
ered with sackcloth, and they shall cry mightily to God. All shall turn from their evil ways and from the 
violence that is in their hands. Who knows? God may relent and change his mind; he may turn from his 
fierce anger, so that we do not perish.’ When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil 
ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did 
not do it
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God.

Canticle N: A Song of God’s Love (1 John 4:7-12) 
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God. 
Everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 
Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 
God’s love was revealed among us in this way: 
God sent God’s only Son into the world 
so that we might live through Jesus Christ. 
Beloved, since God loved us so much, 
we also ought to love one another.
For if we love one another, God abides in us,
And God’s love will be perfected in us. 
Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God; 
As it was in the beginning, 
is now and will be forever. Amen. 

The Gospel Reading: Mark 1:14-20 
Reader   A reading from the Gospel of Mark.
After John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, “The 
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” As Je-
sus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea, 
for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” And 
immediately they left their nets and followed him.  As he went a little farther, he saw James son of 
Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately he called them; 
and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 
People     Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon                               The Rev. Scott Leannah 

The Prayers 
Officiant We now continue in prayer. You may wish to bow your head, open your hands, 

or prepare your body for prayer in some other way. 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Now, let us pray as God’s beloved children, using the prayer Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

The Prayers of the People              Send prayer requests to to prayers@stdunstans.com. 

Officiant Let us continue in prayer.  We will hold up our needs and blessings to God.  You
can speak your prayers out loud, type them into the Chat area, or hold them in 
your heart. As you are able, please hold others’ prayer requests before God in 
your heart as well. 

Officiant Let us pray for all churches and their leaders, and for all God’s people everywhere. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for all those in authority. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for all nations and peoples. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for the earth and the whole created order.

The people may offer their prayers aloud.

Officiant Let us pray for our local communities.

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for those in any need or trouble, especially those on our parish prayer list: 
….   You are invited to name others in need of prayer, and to hold up your own struggles 
to the light of God’s love.  

The people may offer additional names.
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Officiant Let us pray for all who have died, and for those who mourn. 

The people may offer additional names. 

Officiant Let us pray for our common life and work as God’s people. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

The Collect of the Day 
Officiant
Let us pray. Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to 
all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world may perceive the glory of his 
marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

The Officiant may read one of the following Collects as well:
 
A Collect for Peace
O God, it is your will to hold both heaven and earth in a single peace. Let the design of your great love 
shine on the waste of our wraths and sorrows, and give peace to your Church, peace among nations, 
peace in our homes, and peace in our hearts. Amen. 

A Collect for Grace
Lord God, almighty and everlasting One, you have brought us in safety to this new day: Preserve us 
with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by adversity; and in all we do, 
direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
 
A Collect for Guidance
Loving Creator, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and gov-
ern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget you, but 
may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Sharing of Blessings 
Officiant Does anyone have any blessings or celebrations to share with the assembly today? 

The Peace
Officiant      The peace of the Lord be always with you! 
All    And also with you! 
Officiant Let us speak Christ’s peace to one another.  … 

Announcements 
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The Blessing & Dismissal  
Officiant     May the light of the glorious gospel of Christ shine in our hearts and fill our lives 

with joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, Creator, Redeemer, and Sus-
tainer, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen!  

Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God! 
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