
The Second Sunday in Lent 

February 25, 2024

Words of Welcome


Gathering Hymn: “Wayfaring stranger”                             


I'm just a poor wayfaring stranger, traveling through this world of woe, 
but there's no sickness, toil nor danger in that bright world to which I go. 
I'm going there to see my father, I’m going there no more to roam, 
I’m just a-going over Jordan, I’m just a-going over home. 

I know dark clouds will hover o'er me, I know my path is rough and steep 
But golden fields lie all around me where weary eyes no more will weep 
I'm going there to see my mother, she said she'd meet me when I come. 
I’m just a-going over Jordan, I’m just a-going over home. 

I'll soon be free from every trial, this form shall rest beneath the sod, 
I'll drop the cross of self-denial and enter in that home with God. 
I'm going home to see my savior who shed for me his precious blood.
I'm just a-going over Jordan, I’m just a-going over home.

A Litany of Penitence	 	 	 	 	 	   

This Litany of Penitence is adapted from the Ash Wednesday liturgy (page 267 in the Book of Common Prayer). 
Text in bold is spoken by all.

Officiant Let us examine our lives in the presence of God, humbly confessing 
our sins and opening our hearts.  

The Voice of the People leads the prayer: 
Most holy and merciful God:
We confess to you and to one another,
and to the whole communion of saints

   in heaven and on earth,
that we have sinned by our own fault 

   in thought, word, and deed; 
   by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.

The Officiant continues, 
We confess to you, Lord, that we have not loved you with our whole heart,  and mind, and strength.  
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We have not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven.
We confess to you, Lord.
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Officiant
We confess that we have turned away from to your call to serve, 
as Christ served us.  
We have not been true to the mind of Christ.  
We have grieved your Holy Spirit.
We confess to you, Lord.

Officiant
We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness: 
the pride, hypocrisy, and impatience of our lives,  
our self-indulgent appetites and ways, 
and our exploitation of other people. 
We confess to you, Lord.

Officiant
We confess to you, Lord, our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, 
and our dishonesty in daily life and work, 
our anger at our own frustration, 
and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves.
We confess to you, Lord.

Officiant
We confess to you, Lord, our negligence in prayer and worship, 
and our failure to commend the faith that is in us. 
Our neglect of human need and suffering, 
and our indifference to injustice and cruelty;
We confess to you, Lord.

Officiant
We confess to you,  Lord, our false judgments and uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, 
and our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us; 
our waste and pollution of your creation, 
and our lack of concern for those who come after us,
We confess to you, Lord.

Officiant 
Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us;
Favorably hear us, for your mercy is great.

Accomplish in us the work of your salvation,
That we may show forth your glory in the world.

By the cross and passion of your Son our Lord,
Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.
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The Celebrant pronounces absolution, saying
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter

Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever.  Amen. 

Officiant The Lord is full of compassion and mercy: O come let us worship. 

Psalm 22:22- 31 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 (Common English Bible; adapted and simplified)

God, I will declare your name to my brothers and sisters; 
I will praise you in the very center of the congregation! 
All of you who revere the Lord—praise God!  
All you children and grandchildren of Israel—honor God!

Because God didn’t look down on a person in trouble.
God didn’t hid Their face from me. 
Instead, God listened when I cried out for help. 
Let all those who are suffering eat and be full!

Let all who seek God come to praise God. 
May your hearts live forever! 
May every family among all the nations worship our God! 
My soul shall live for God, 
And my children and grandchildren will serve God. 

Generations to come will be told about our loving Lord. 
They will proclaim God’s righteousness 
to those who haven’t even been born yet,
telling them what God has done.

Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen. 


The First Reading: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16

Reader A reading from the Book of Genesis. 
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am 
God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and 
you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to 
him, “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of na-
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tions. No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made 
you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make 
nations of you, and kings shall come from you. I will establish my covenant between me and 
you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to 
be God to you and to your offspring after you. God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, 
you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give 
you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come 
from her.”  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Canticle G: A Song of Ezekiel	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Ezekiel 36:24-28
I will take you from among all nations; *
and gather you from all lands to bring you home.
I will sprinkle clean water upon you; *
and purify you from false gods and uncleanness.
A new heart I will give you * and a new spirit put within you.
I will take the stone heart from your chest * and give you a heart of flesh.
I will help you walk in my laws *
and cherish my commandments and do them.
You shall be my people, * and I will be your God.
Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen. 

10AM: Gospel Drama, based on Mark chapter 8

NARRATOR A large crowd had gathered to listen to Jesus preach, and they had nothing to eat. 

JESUS I feel sorry for this crowd. They’ve been with me for three days and have nothing to 
eat. If I send them away hungry, they won’t have enough strength to travel home, for 
some have come a long way away. 

PETER Look around you, Jesus! We’re in the middle of nowhere. How can anyone get 
enough food in this wilderness to feed these people?

JESUS How much bread do you have?

JAMES Seven loaves… and a few fish. 

JESUS Listen, everybody! Sit down on the ground! 

NARRATOR Then Jesus took the seven loaves, gave thanks to God, and broke them apart. He also 
said a blessing over the fish. He gave the food to his disciples to hand out.

JESUS Hand this food out to everybody here. 

JOANNA That’s ridiculous - there will never be enough!

PETER I guess we’ll give it a try. 

NARRATOR The whole crowd ate until they were full. Afterwards, they collected seven baskets 
full of leftovers. This was a crowd of about four thousand people! Then some of the 
people who disagreed with Jesus showed up to argue with him. 
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PHARISEE You and your disciples keep telling people they don’t have to follow God’s holy laws, 
our people’s way of life! 

HERODIAN You and your disciples keep disturbing the peace and getting the common people all 
riled up! 

PHARISEE You say you have God’s authority to say and do these things. Prove it! Show us a 
miraculous sign! Then we’ll believe you’re really who you say you are. 

JESUS Why are you asking look for a sign? I assure you that no sign will be given. 

NARRATOR Then Jesus and his disciples left. They got into a fishing boat and set out across the 
lake. The disciples were talking among themselves. 

PETER Hey… I’m hungry. Did anybody bring any bread with us? 

JAMES No, we gave it all away to the crowd back there. 

JOANNA I have one loaf. 

PETER We should have kept more. One loaf isn’t enough for this group. 

JESUS Listen, my friends: Watch out! Be on your guard for the yeast of the Pharisees and the 
yeast of Herod! 

PETER See! I told you! He’s talking about yeast. Yeast is in bread. He’s mad that we didn’t 
bring more bread!!

JOANNA Look, I did my part! If James had just brought some of those leftovers with us… 

JESUS Why are you talking about bread? Don’t you understand what just happened? Are 
your hearts really so closed to what God is doing? You have eyes; can’t you see? You 
have ears; can’t you hear? Have you already forgotten? Just now, when I broke seven 
loaves, for four thousand people, how many baskets of leftovers did you gather? 

PETER Seven baskets. 

JESUS And yet you still don’t understand? You still think I need to depend on you for bread?

JOANNA We’re sorry, Master.

JAMES He seems so moody lately. Like there’s something on his mind. 

NARRATOR They reached the shore and began traveling among the villages again. While they were 
walking Jesus asked his friends, 

JESUS Who do people say that I am? 

JAMES Some say you’re John the Baptist, come back to life. Some say you’re Elijah, come back 
from Heaven. 

JOANNA Some say you’re one of the prophets of old…

JESUS And who do YOU say that I am?

PETER Master, you… You are the Christ. The Messiah. 

JESUS The Son of Man must suffer some terrible things, and be rejected by the rulers of this 
world, and be killed - and after three days, he will rise from the dead. 

PETER Master, that doesn’t make any sense. The Messiah - the Son of Man - will restore our 
nation and rule in triumph and glory! 

JESUS Back off, Deceiver! You’re thinking human thoughts, not God’s thoughts. Everyone 
who wants to follow me must be able to say No to themselves. There are people 
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who gain the whole world, but lose their souls. Don’t be like them. If you try every-
thing possible to save your life, you’ll end up losing it. But if you lose your life for me 
and for the sake of God’s good news, your life will be saved. 

PETER I don’t understand. 

JAMES I don’t either, and I feel frightened of where this is going. 

JOANNA But where else can we go? He has the words of life. I’ll keep following him, no matter 
what happens.

The Homily 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	     The Rev. Miranda Hassett


The Prayers

Officiant We now enter a time of prayer. You may wish to bow your head, open your hands, 

or prepare your body for prayer in some other way. 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Now, let us pray as God’s beloved children, using the prayer Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

The Prayers of the People  	            Send prayer requests to to prayers@stdunstans.com. 

Officiant Let us continue in prayer.  We will hold up our needs and blessings to God.  You
can speak your prayers out loud, type them into the Chat area, or hold them in 
your heart. As you are able, please hold others’ prayer requests before God in 
your heart as well. 

Officiant Let us pray for all churches and their leaders, and for all God’s people everywhere. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for all those in authority. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for all nations and peoples. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for the earth and the whole created order.

The people may offer their prayers aloud.

Officiant Let us pray for our local communities.
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The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

Officiant Let us pray for those in any need or trouble, especially those on our parish prayer list: 
….   You are invited to name others in need of prayer, and to hold up your own struggles 
to the light of God’s love.  

The people may offer additional names.

Officiant Let us pray for all who have died, and for those who mourn. 

The people may offer additional names. 

Officiant Let us pray for our common life and work as God’s people. 

The people may offer their prayers aloud. 

The Collect of the Day

Officiant
Let us pray.  O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray 
from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast 
the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives 
and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Officiant may read one of the following Collects as well:
 
A Collect for Peace
O God, it is your will to hold both heaven and earth in a single peace. Let the design of your great love 
shine on the waste of our wraths and sorrows, and give peace to your Church, peace among nations, 
peace in our homes, and peace in our hearts.  Amen. 

A Collect for Grace
Lord God, almighty and everlasting One, you have brought us in safety to this new day: Preserve us 
with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by adversity; and in all we do, 
direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
 
A Collect for Guidance
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and 
govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget you, 
but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Sharing of Blessings

Officiant Does anyone have any blessings or celebrations to share with the assembly today? 

The Peace
Celebrant      The peace of the Lord be always with you!

All    And also with you! 
Celebrant Let us speak Christ’s peace to one another.  … 

	 7



Announcements 

The Blessing                    

Celebrant     Grant,  Almighty God, that we your people may recognize our weakness and put 
our whole trust in your strength, so that we may rejoice for ever in the protection 
of your loving providence; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
The blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the holy and undivided 
Trinity, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen!  

Dismissal 

Officiant Let us bless the Lord, 
People Thanks be to God! 
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