Fourth Sunday of Easter
Zoom Worship - April 21, 2024

Welcome

Hymn: "The King of love my shepherd is,” verses |, 2, 4, 5

I The King of love my shepherd is,
whose goodness faileth never;

I nothing lack if | am his,

and he is mine for ever.

2 Where streams of living water flow,
my ransomed soul he leadeth,

and where the verdant pastures grow,
with food celestial feedeth.

4 In death'’s dark vale | fear no ill
with thee, dear Lord, beside me;
thy rod and staff my comfort still,
thy cross before to guide me.

5 Thou spread’st a table in my sight;
thy unction grace bestoweth;

and oh, what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!

The Invitatory and Psalter
Officiant Alleluia! Christ is risen!

People The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Officiant Lord, open our lips.

People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God;
As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen.

Blue Hymnal #645

Officiant How does God's love abide in anyone who has the world's goods and sees a brother
or sister in need and yet refuses help!? Little children, let us love, not in word or

speech, but in truth and action.

-1 John 3:17- 18

Alleluia, the Lord is risen indeed; Come let us adore him. Alleluia.

Pascha Nostrum

Alleluia! Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *



therefore let us keep the feast,

Not with old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *
death no longer has dominion over him.

The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *
but the life he lives, he lives to God.

So also consider yourselves dead to sin, *
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia!

Psalm 23 Read responsively
The Holy One is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.

You make me lie down in green pastures *
and lead me beside still waters.

You revive my soul *
and guide me along right pathways for the sake of your Name.

Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of God for ever.

Glory to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God;
As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen.

The First Lesson: Acts chapter 1O

READER A reading from the book of the Acts of the Apostles.

In Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of the Italian Cohort, as it was called. He was
a devout man who feared God with all his household; he gave alms generously to the people and prayed
constantly to God. One afternoon at about three o’clock he had a vision in which he clearly saw an angel
of God coming in and saying to him,

VOICE Cornelius!

READER He stared at him in terror and said,

PETER What is it, Lord?

VOICE Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a memorial before God. Now send men to
Joppa for a certain Simon who is called Peter; he is lodging with Simon, a tanner, whose
house is by the seaside.

READER When the angel who spoke to him had left, he called two of his slaves and a devout soldier

from the ranks of those who served him, and after telling them everything, he sent them to
Joppa.About noon the next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the city,
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Peter went up on the roof to pray. He became hungry and wanted something to eat; and
while it was being prepared, he fell into a trance. He saw the heaven opened and something
like a large sheet coming down, being lowered to the ground by its four corners. In it were
all kinds of four-footed creatures and reptiles and birds of the air.Then he heard a voice

saying,

Get up, Peter; kill and eat.

But Peter said,

By no means, Lord; for | have never eaten anything that is profane or unclean.

The voice said to him again, a second time,

What God has made clean, you must not call profane.

This happened three times, and the thing was suddenly taken up to heaven. Now while
Peter was greatly puzzled about what to make of the vision that he had seen, suddenly the
men sent by Cornelius appeared.They were asking for Simon’s house and were standing by
the gate.They called out to ask whether Simon, who was called Peter, was staying there.

While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him,

Look, three men are searching for you. Now get up, go down, and go with them without
hesitation; for | have sent them.

So Peter went down to the men and said,

| am the one you are looking for; what is the reason for your coming?

They answered,

Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and God-fearing man, who is well spoken of by the whole
Jewish nation, was directed by a holy angel to send for you to come to his house and to
hear what you have to say.

So Peter invited them in and gave them lodging. The next day he got up and went with
them, and some of the believers from Joppa accompanied him.The following day they came
to Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his relatives and close
friends. On Peter’s arrival Cornelius met him, and falling at his feet, worshipped him. But
Peter made him get up, saying,

Stand up; | am only a mortal.

And as he talked with him, he went in and found that many had assembled; and he said to
them,
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You yourselves know that it is unlawful for a Jew to associate with or to visit a Gentile; but
God has shown me that | should not call anyone profane or unclean. So when | was sent
for, | came without objection. Now may | ask why you sent for me?

And Cornelius replied,

Four days ago at this very hour, at three o’clock, | was praying in my house when suddenly a
man in dazzling clothes stood before me. He said, “Cornelius, your prayer has been heard
and your alms have been remembered before God. Send therefore to Joppa and ask for
Simon, who is called Peter; he is staying in the home of Simon, a tanner, by the sea”
Therefore | sent for you immediately, and you have been kind enough to come. So now all
of us are here in the presence of God to listen to all that the Lord has commanded you to
say.

Then Peter began to speak to them:

| truly understand that God has no favorites, but in every nation anyone who fears him and
does what is right is acceptable to him.You know the message he sent to the people of
Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout
Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.We are witnesses to all
that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem.They put him to death by hanging him on a tree;
but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to
us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose
from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead.All the prophets testify about him that
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word.The
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy
Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues
and extolling God.Then Peter said,

Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy
Spirit just as we have?

So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to
stay for several days. The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Reading: John [O:[I-I8

Reader

A reading from the Gospel of John.

Jesus said,““l am the good shepherd.The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.The hired hand,
who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and
runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them.The hired hand runs away because a hired
hand does not care for the sheep. | am the good shepherd. | know my own and my own know me, just as



the Father knows me and | know the Father. And | lay down my life for the sheep. | have other sheep
that do not belong to this fold. | must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be
one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because | lay down my life in order to take
it up again. No one takes it from me, but | lay it down of my own accord. | have power to lay it down, and
| have power to take it up again. | have received this command from my Father”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Homily The Rev. Dr. Miranda K. Hassett

The Prayers
Officiant We now continue in prayer.You may wish to bow your head, open your hands,
or prepare your body for prayer in some other way.

Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Now, let us pray as God’s beloved children, using the prayer Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

The Prayers of the People Send prayer requests to to prayers@stdunstans.com.
Officiant Let us continue in prayer. We will hold up our needs and blessings to God. You

can speak your prayers out loud, type them into the Chat area, or hold them in
your heart.As you are able, please hold others’ prayer requests before God in
your heart as well.

Officiant Let us pray for all churches and their leaders, and for all God’s people everywhere.
The people may offer their prayers aloud.

Officiant Let us pray for all those in authority.
The people may offer their prayers aloud.

Officiant Let us pray for all nations and peoples.

The people may offer their prayers aloud.

Officiant Let us pray for the earth and the whole created order.

The people may offer their prayers aloud.
Officiant Let us pray for our local communities.

The people may offer their prayers aloud.


mailto:prayers@stdunstans.com

Officiant Let us pray for those in any need or trouble, especially those on our parish prayer list: ....
You are invited to name others in need of prayer, and to hold up your own struggles to the
light of God’s love.

The people may offer additional names.
Officiant Let us pray for all who have died, and for those who mourn.
The people may offer additional names.

Officiant Let us pray for our common life and work as God’s people.

The people may offer their prayers aloud.

The Collect of the Day

Officiant

Let us pray. O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his voice
we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives
and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Officiant may read one of the following Collects as well:

A Collect for Peace

O God, it is your will to hold both heaven and earth in a single peace. Let the design of your great love
shine on the waste of our wraths and sorrows, and give peace to your Church, peace among nations,
peace in our homes, and peace in our hearts. Amen.

A Collect for Grace

Lord God, almighty and everlasting One, you have brought us in safety to this new day: Preserve us with
your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by adversity; and in all we do, direct us
to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Collect for Guidance

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being:¥We humbly pray you so to guide and
govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget you, but
may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sharing of Blessings

The Peace
Celebrant  Alleluia! The peace of the risen Christ be always with you.
All And also with you. Alleluia!

We greet one another, wishing one another the peace of Christ.

Announcements



The Blessing

Celebrant The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant, make you perfect in
every good work to do God’s will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in God’s
sight; and the blessing of the holy and undivided Trinity, Creator, Redeemer, and
Sustainer, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.

Dismissal
Officiant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia!
People Thanks be to God! Alleluia, alleluia!



